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CHAPTER I. 



STRASBURGH — THE PLAIN OP THE RHINE — 
FRANKFORT. 

I Im niedenteigen strahlcii 
Soil umber der Freudenacheiii, 
In des Neckan Reben-tfaalen, 
Und am nlberblauen Main. 

The prejudices of English traveilers in favour 
of their own country are now proverbial, and 
have <^n exposed them to ridicule, sometimes 
to reproach* But if even the gaieties and novel- 
ties of Paris fail to remove this feeling of nation- 
al superiority, every one is entitled to a plenary 
indulgence for railing, who has made a long 
journey in winter through the east of France. 
From Paris to Strasburgh, even the professed 
hunter of curiosities would find little to reward 
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his pursuit ; and the mere passing traveller, who 
is hastening to a certain point, finds nothing at 
all. The tame banks of the Mame, which the 
road accompanies in long, stiff stretches, as far 
as Chalons, ^ve no relief to the dreariness of the 
scene ; the fortifications of Metz are interesting 
only to the engineer ; and, in the open country, 
the difference between a French and an English 
landsci^ is felt at once. The want q{ inclo- 
sures is a hackneyed ti^ic of remark and dispute; 
and, though nothing is more impossible than to 
convince a Frenchman that he or his country 
ever has blundered, or ever can blunder, we may 
be allowed to prefer our own still life, and to be- 
lieve that hedges, copsewood, and plantations, 
are comfortaUe tilings even in winter. But it is 
in the appearance, or ratber in the disappearance^ 
of the population, that the difference is most 
striking. In a well«<ultivated part oE England, 
even the winter landscape is not entirely deso^ 
late. Every where the smoke of the fiurm-house 
maes; the merry inmates are, at least, heaacd 
from within ; at every tavn one cornea across^ a 
tqportsman and his dog; the seats of the gen- 
try are more blithe and buallsng than ever; to 
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say nc^hiog of die readliilian with whicli slager 
ccttches^ and st8ge*<coacb traveU^rsv hold oiil: 
agsdiist the worst that wiiiter can .do* AllaroujHl 
ai^ sounds and aif^ts of human industryt or hu.* 
man eryoyment. In France, man seems to be as 
dead as nalxiEev The tcaveUer looks out over an 
endless^ dreary extent of brown scil, seldom y«» 
ried by the meanest cottage. The country^popiH 
lation is dea wn together in the villages^ and these 
villages must be sought for to diseofvei! that the 
a)untry is inhsduted. . It would seem that even 
the peafiffint d^nnot endure the cw^arative. son 
litude of an English farmer's UlGs. Like his bri&* 
thren of Paris, he must ha^)« the pleasures of 
society* 

Ou.approadiing Abace, the ohamcter of the 
country rapidly changes^ It beoomes hiUy, pi«»- 
c^itousi aiid romantiis, riaoig into a branch of 
the lofty ridge which flanks the left bank of the 
Rhioe» n«Eudy from the frontiers of Switaerland 
to the. mouth oS the Moselle* The luxu? iant 
phun of the: Rhine, with, ks numberless towns 
and vilkges, is occasionally seen below throa:^ 
the apei^uocea of the ridge> The river itsdC is 
too de^pky softk to;be visibte^ As if this ^< Father 
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of wine," as the Germans fondly style him, 
would suffer nothing but the grape in his vicini- 
ty, the vineyards reappear as soon as the moun- 
tain begins to sink down in more gentle slopes. 
On this side of the Alps, however, a bare field 
is, in winter, a more pleasing object than a vine- 
yard. The vines either die, or are intentionally 
cut down, nearly to the ground. If the poles 
which supported them are removed, as they ge- 
nerally are, the vineyard becomes a field of bare, 
black stumps ; if they are, allowed to remain, it 
becomes a field of stiff, straight poles, marshal- 
led in regular array. Even in summer and au- 
tumn, these vineyards add less to the beauty of 
a landscape than many other species of verdure. 
The vines, having reached in their growth the 
top of the stakes along which they are trained, 
curl downwards; they are ranged in parallel 
lines ; the clusters avoid the eye, and lurk be- 
neath the leaves. All the beauty that such a 
vineyard gives to the scene consists merely in 
the mantle of deqp verdure with which it clothes 
the soft and sunny slopes of the hills, a merit not 
at all of rare occurrence, even in countries where 
the grape never ripened. When near, the vine- 
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yard is in itself inferior to a hop plantation, 
which is the rery same thing in kind, with more 
body and stateliness ; in the distance, it is no 
greater ornament than a field of prosperous tur- 
nips would be. But our northern imaginations, 
warming at the idea of the vine, just as our blood 
glows with its juice, bestow on every garden of 
Bacchus the beauties of Eden. 

Strasburgh itself is an irregular, old-fashion- 
ed, heayy-looking town, most inconveniently in- 
tersected by muddy streams and canals, and full 
of soldiers and customhouse officers ; for it has 
the double misfortune of being at once a fron- 
tier trading town, and an important frontier for- 
tification. The appearance of the inhabitants, 
and the mixture of tongues, announce at once 
that the Rhine was not always the boundary 
of France. Nearly two centuries have been in- 
sufficient to eradicate the difference of descent, 
and manners, and language. The situation of 
the town, more than any thing else, has tended 
to keep these peculiarities alive, and to prevent 
French manners from establishing, even in a 
French city, that intolerant despotism which 
they have often introduced into foreign capitals. 
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A3 it is '^e centre df tbe men^andk intepcocrrsis 
Which Pmnce maanlttinfti with Svmbia, Wirtem- 
befg, greet part of Badeii^ mti "Ehe n^nh of 
Switzerland, the GeruMtn part of the popuktion 
have always amongiJiem too many of ttieiiHtind-^ 
red to forget that they themselves were otioe sab^ 
jeets of the Holy Roman Empire, or to give up 
their own modes of speaking, and dressing, svftd 
eating. The stolid Swabian and serious Swiss 
drover are deaf to the charms of the universal 
language and kitchen. At Strasburgh you may 
dine on dishes as impenetrably disguised, or lan- 
guish over entrem^ as nearly reined away td 
nothing, as at the taWes of the great Parisian ri* 
vals. Very and Vefours ; or, on the other side of 
the street, for half the money, you may have 
more German fat, plain boiled beef, and sour 
cabbage. Hie German kitchen is essentially a 
plain, solid, greasy kitchen ; it has often by fi«r 
too much of the last quality. People of rank, 
indeed, in the great capitals, are as mfad at 
JVench cookery as the most delicate of their 
equals in London; but the national cookery, in 
its general character, is the very reverse of that 
of France ; and it is by no means certain that the 
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natiaiial oookeiy of a peojde may liot have scmt 
connection with its national character* The Ger* 
man justly prides hhnself on the total absence of 
parade, on the openness, plainness, and sincerity 
which mark his character ; accordingly, h^ boils 
his bee^ and roasts his mutton and fowls, just as 
they come from the hands of the butcher and 
the poulterer* If a gourmand of Vienna stuff 
his Sfyrian capon with truffles, this is an unwont- 
ed tribute to delicacy of palate. French cook- 
ery, again, really seems to be merely a product 
of the vanity and parade which are inseparable 
from the French charact^. Culinary accom- 
plishments are, to the dinner of a Parisian, just 
what sentiment is to his conversation* They 
are both substitutes for the scdid beef and solid 
feeling which either are not there at all, or, if 
they be there, are intended for no other purpose 
than to give a name. No one portion of God's 
creatures is reckoned fit for a Frenchman's din- 
ner till he himself has improved it beyond all 
possibility of recognition. His cookery seems to 
proceed on the very same principle on which his 
countrymen laboured to improve Raphael's pic^ 
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tttl^ viz, that.tl^ere is nothing in nature or art 
BQ fjpod^ but he can make it better. 
. .The &r-&med cathedral is, in some rejects, 
the finest Gothic building in Europe. There 
are many which are more ample in dimensions* 
In the solemn imposing grandeur to which the 
lofty elevations and dim colonnades of this archi- 
teipture are so well adapted, the cathedral of Mi- 
lan acknowledges no rival ; and not only in some 
German towns, as in Niimberg, but likewise 
among the Gothic remains of our own country 
and of Normandy, it would not be difficult to 
find samples of workmanship equally light and 
HiAqp^t in the detail with the boasted &ne of 
Strasburgh.*\-The jQiain body of the building is 
put together with an admirable symmetry of 
proportion; and to this it is indebted for its 
principal beauty as a whole. Connoisseurs, in- 
deed, have measured and criticised ; they have 
found this too long, and that too short : but ar- 
chitectural beauty is made for the eye; and, 
e^T^in classiical architecture, where all has been 
reduced to measurement, the rules of Vitruvius 
or Palladio are good only as expressing in the 
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language of art judgments which taste forms in*- 
depen<lait of rules. The harmony of propor- 
ticms, and the elegance of the workmanship, ap- 
pear to still greater advantage in the spire, whose 
pimiacle is more than five hundred feet above 
the pavement, and whose mere elevation foirms, 
in the eyes of many people, the only good thing 
about the cathedral.. It has nothing uncommon 
in its general form. The massive base termi- 
nates just at the point where, to the eye, it would 
become too heavy for the elevation ; and it is 
succeeded by the lofty slender pyramid, so deli- 
cately ribbed that it hardly seems to be support^ 
ed, and bearing, almost to its pinnacle, the pro- 
fusion of Gothic ornament. Yet there is no su- 
perfluity or confusion of ornament about the edi- 
fice ; there is no crowding of figure upon figure, 
merely for the. sake of having sculpture. With 
more, it would have approached the tawdry and 
puerile style of the present day; with less, it 
would have been as dead and heavy as the ca- 
thedral of -Ulm, which, though exquisite in par- 
ticular details. of the sculpture, yet, without be- 
ing more imposing, wants all the grace and ele- 
gance of die fabric of Stfasburgh. Few things 
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in ait 'Seem so unwilliiig to submit themselves to 
good taste as the ornaments of Gothic architecr 
tore. How many people imagine that they con-^ 
«titii^ the essential part of it; that they are hancU 
some things in tliemselves^ (which, in an hxm^ 
dred instances, they are not,) and, therefore, the 
more of a good thing die better ; without re* 
garding any ulterior object, or suspecting that 
these have, or ought to have, some determinate 
relation to jdan and proportion. In every town 
we oinrselvesbave things which we facetiously de~ 
n<miinate Oodiic chapels, because they are covers 
ed with little pinnacles, and small curves, and ace 
full of holes. The Gothic in small is fit only for 
t^ pastry'-cook, or the toy-shop. 

The church of St Thomas, which is still d^ 
voted to the Protestant worship, contains the 
monument erected by Louis XV. to Marshal 
Saxe. It is the most celebrated production of 
Pigaile, and is a very fair specimen of the style 
of the French artists of the last century, in which 
Roubilliac has left us so many works marked 
with all its beauties and all its defects^ The 
bac^-ground of the whole is a tall and broad 
pyramid of grey marble, set against the wall of 
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the diurch. The pyramid terminates below in 
a few bteps, on the lowest of which rests a sarco* 
phagos. The Marshal is in the act of descend^ 
ing the stfsps towards the tomb. On the right, 
the symbolical animals of England, Holland, and 
Austria, are flying from him in dismay; on the 
kfi, the banner of France is floating in triumph. 
The warrior's eye is fixed with an expression of 
tranquil contempt on a figure of Death standing 
below, thrusting out his raw head and bony arms 
firom beneath a shroud, holding up to the Mar- 
shal in one hand an hour-glass in whidi the sand 
has run out, and, with the other, opening the sar« 
cophagus to receive him. A female figure, re- 
presenting France, throws herself between them, 
^serting herself at once to hold back the Mar- 
shal, and push away Death. On one side of the 
whole, a genius, according to the most approved 
recipe for monument making, weq)S over the in^ 
verted torch, and, on the other, Hercules leans 
pouting on hb dub. All is in marble, and large 
as the life. The individual figures are of roode- 
rate merit ; they are full of that exa^^ration of 
feature and attitude of which the French artists 
have never yet got rid ; but the first impression 
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of the whole composition is extremely striking, 
though the style is not sufficiently pure to make 
the impression lasting. It dazzles at first, and 
immediately fatigues* 

The figure of the Marshal himself has often 
been adduced as an example, to prove that 
sculpture can deal as advantageously with the 
tight fantastic garments of modem times as with 
the loose drapery of antiquity; but who can 
look at Marshal Saxe as he stands here, without 
wishing that the paltklamenium occupied the 
place of the coat and waistcoat ? There may be 
much industry, and much skill of manipulation, 
in hewing out accurately- buttons and button- 
holes, laces and ruffies ; but this is a merit of 
which no statuary, who knows the true province • 
and feels the true dignity of his art, will boast ; 
for it lies in a species of imitation which requires 
manual dexterity rather than genius, and has 
more in common with the carving of Dutch toys 
than with the divine art whose proudest triumphs 
are achieved in creating human forms. Mea- 
sured by such a standard, old General Ziethen, 
who, with other heroes of the Seven Years' War, 
frowns on' the Wilhelms-Platz of Berlin in a 
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hussar unifbnn wrought out in the most labo- 
rious wd precise detail, would be, what many a 
Prussian holds it to be, the finest statue in the 
world. It is the business of sciilpture to repre- 
sent the human form; and every mode of dress, 
whether ancient or modem, is an obstacle in her 
way. But custom and propriety, which fre- 
quently compelled the ancient artbts to adopt a 
covering, are still more tyrannical towards their 
modern followers. A naked Cicero woidd have 
been as little proper as a cc^setted Venus, and a 
naked statesman or field-marshal of our own age 
would be more incongruous than either. Where 
dress, then, is unavoidable, the question seems 
just to be, what mode of attire trenches least on 
the.peculiar province of the sculptor, and is most 
susceptible in itself of being worked into grace- 
ful forms? Now, the free and flowing dress of 
Athens or Rome was not only more graceful and 
noble in itself than the sharp angles, the stiff 
lines, the numerous joiAings of our multifarious 
habiliments, but, in the hands of the sculptor, it 
was pliant as wax, to be moulded into any form 
which beauty or dignity might require. But the 
artist who is to clothe a statue in a modern dress. 
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lias to work on much less manageable materials^ 
His audacious hand must attempt no innovatioa 
on the received fortius of buckram and broad 
cloth. In the drapery of his statue, if $uch an 
abuse of words may be tolerated, he must turn 
taste and genius out c^ doors, and work accord- 
ing to the measures of some tailor of reputa- 
tion *. 



* la few modem statues has the difficulty been so sue- 
cessfuUy sunuounted as in Chantry's beautiful statue of 
the late Mr Horner. By avoiding every thing like exagge- 
ration of the particular parts, and softening them down to 
a degree which an artist of less taste would not have aim- 
ed at, he has identified, as far as might be, the dress with 
the form. Thie gown conceals the least poetical pecu- 
liarities, and is itself disposed in an arrangement extreme- 
ly simple and becoming. The sculptor has dispensed with 
the wig of a Chancery barrister, and who, that is not a dis* 
ciple of RoubilKac, will not rejoice that he has done so? 
The French artist executed the statue of President Forbes, 
in the hall of .the Second Division of the Court of Session 
at Edinburgh, and bestowed on him the utmost pleni- 
tude of judicial curls and tippets. Chantry executed that 
of Presklent Blair, which adorns the hall of the First Di- 
vision, clothed him in a more simple drapery^ and left the 
lofty, open brow unencumbered by the official mass of hair. 
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Beyond the fortifications, there is still about n 
mile to the bank of the Bhine. The wooden 
bridge thrown across the river, though less in- 
geniously combined than the destroyed one of 
Ckmstance, used to be reckoned the most stately 
structure of the kmd in Europe. It is now use- 
less. In the campaigns which conducted the al- 
lies to Paris, great part of the bridge towards the 
German side was cut away, and it has not yet 
been repaired. The eommunication is kept up 
by a bridge floated on boats, a little farther down 
the stream. This is redkoned altogether a more 
commodious structure. When the ice breaks 
up, part of the boats are cut away to give it free 
passage ; and though the communication be thus 
partiaUy interrupted for a day or two, yet, when 
the ice has once passed, in half an hour the 
bridge is again formed. If, on the other hand^ 
the floating ice, which descends on this majestic 
riyer in huge masses and with terrific impetuos- 
ity, should carry away the wooden piers of a 



To look at these two statues is sufiBcient of itself to deter- 
mine the comparative merits of these different styles. 
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bridge like the old one, the interruption cohti*- 
nues much longer, for the repairs are at once 
more tedious and expensive. The ice had broken 
up two days before, and was still hurrying down- 
wards incessantly ; the bridge had been cut away 
in the centre, and the passage was made in an 
ordinary boat, kept up against the current by 
running along a rope stretched across the open- 
ing in the bridge. A French customhouse guards 
the approach on the French side ; but the search 
is brief and slight, for nobody minds what you 
carry out of the country. The playful quarrel 
about examining the baskets of a number of pea- 
sant girls returning from market in Strasburgh, 
seemed to be pertinaciously kept up by the offi- 
cers, much more to have an opportunity of ra- 
vishing illicit kisses, than from any wish to detect 
illicit commodities. <^ Father Rhine" was pass- 
ed safely and speedily. There comes a new 
country, new forms, new manners, a new lan- 
guage ;-r-but, amid all that is new, the old pest of 
police and customhouse officers. You have just 
slipped from the hands of French Douaniers,and 
are caught in the fangs of German Mauthbeam-- 
ten. 
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Kehl, the first village on the German side, 
wears an open and regular appearance, which 
seldom recurs in the villages further in the inte- 
rior of the country. At first, long tracts of wil- 
low grounds, and occasional sandy flats, stretch- 
ing on both sides of the river, mark the extent 
of its inundations ; but, less than a couple of 
miles from the bank, the country is already one 
of the most beautiful in Europe. It is the open- 
ing of the plain of the Rhine, the Ccmipagna 
f^ro of Geinnany — every foot of which teems 
wifh populaiion, industry, and fertility, and, 
during two hundred years, has been fattened 
with the best Uood of Europe. The Rhine is 
its uniform boundary on the west. On the east 
it is inclosed in the distance by irregular emi- 
nences, whose surface is the favourite abode of 
the grape, while their interior sends forth the 
mineral springs, which collect to Baden and 
Hueb all the fashion and disease of this part of 
Germany. Behind them tower the prouder and 
shaggy summits of the Hercynian or Black Fo- 
rest. It has long since lost its extent of sixty 
days* journey, as well as its Elks and Urochses. 
What remains is still gloomy with primeval oaks 
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and pines ; but from their shades have been ex- 
pelled even the banditti^ who, by the received 
laws of Tomance, are as regularly the inhabitants 
ol a German forest as the dagger or the drug are 
the weapons of the Italian^ Between these. 
IxHmdaries, the plain nms along to the north, 
varying in breadth acfx>rding as the hills press 
closer upon or retire &rther frcmi the river. 
The great road from Switzerland avoids the 
plain, running along the eminences which border 
it on the right The champaign country, rival- 
ling the plain of Tuscany, as seen from Fiesole, 
or that portion of Lombardy which stretches ant 
beneath the Madonna di San Luca at Bologna, 
lies below, and the eye never tires. The general 
character of the objects, indeed, does not vary ; 
it is a perpetual succession of villages and small 
towns, lurking among vine}rards, corn-fields, 
and orchards ; but, at every turn, they combine 
themselves into new groupes, or lie under new 
lights* Here a long stretch of the broad and 
glittering Rhine bursts into view, bounding the 
distant landscape like a silver girdle ; there his 
place is occupied by the remoter summits of the 
Vosges. Here you may linger among the cot- 
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tttges of Ofibnthal, whose vine still reUins its 
character, and hangs its dusters round the win- 
dow of the peasant ; or, dose by that little 
diurdi-yard, you may muse at the tree where 
Turenne fell on the last of his fields, and make 
a brief pilgrimage to the rustic chapd baieath 
whose akar the heart of the hero was deposited. 
What the Germans call a Diligence, or Pcw^- 
liHtffen, dragging its slow length through this 
ddicious scene, is a bad feature in the picture. 
Much as we laugh at the meagre cattle, the 
knotted rope-harness, and lumbering paces of the 
machines which bear the same name in France, 
the French have outstripped their less alert 
neighbours in every thing that reg^ards neatness^ 
and comfort, and expedition. The German car«- 
riage resembles the French one, but is still more 
clumsy and unwieldy. The luggage, which ge- 
nerally constitutes by £ir the greater part of the 
biird^ is placed, not above, but in the rear^ 
Behind die carriage, a flooring projects from 
above the axle of the hind wheels, equal, in 
length and breadth, to all the rest of the vehicle. 
On this is built up a castle of boxes and packa- 
ges, that generally shoots out beyond the ^dieds» 
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and towers above the roof of the carriage. 
The whole weight is increased as much as pos- 
sible by the strong chains intended to secure the 
fortification from all attacks in the rear ; for the 
guards like his French brother, will expose him- 
self neither to wind nor weather, but forthwith 
retires to doze in his cabriolet, leaving to its fate 
the edifice which has been reared with much 
labour and marvellous skill. Six passengers, 
if so many bold men can be found, are packed 
up inside ; two, more happy or less daring, take 
their place in the cabriolet with the guard. The 
breath of life is insipid to a Grerman without the 
breath of his pipe ; the insides puff most genial- 
ly right into ^ach other's faces. With such an 
addition to the ordinary mail-coach miseries of a 
low roof, a perpendicular back, legs suffering 
like a martyr's in the boots, and scandalously 
scanty air-holes, the Diligence becomes a very 
Black Hole. To this huge mass, this combina- 
tion of stage-coach and carrier's cart, are yoked 
four meagre, ragged cattle ; and the whole dash-^ 
es along, on the finest roads, at the rate of rather, 
more than three English miles an hour, stoppages 
included. The matter of refreshments is con* 
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ducted with a very philanthropical degree of 
leisure; and at every considerable town, a breach 
must be made in the luggage castle, and be 
built up again. Half a day's travelling in one 
of these vehicles is enough to make a man loathe 
them all his lifetime. * . 

It can only be ascribed to the amazing fertili- 
ty of this country that its population seem to 
have recovered so rapidly from the devastation 
with which the war visited them again and again. 
From Basle to Frankfort there is scarcely a field 
that has not been trodden down by contending 
armies. « The people are not weaUhy ; and, if 
their practice in domestic comforts were weighed 
against our own ideas, they would be found 



* In the Rhenish provinces of Prussia, the establish- 
ment of the new French mails has created some rivalry, 
or the government ba« been brought to bestir itself to faci- 
litate the means of commimication in that commercial dis- 
trict of the Ufigdom. On the great road between Frank- 
fort and Cologne, a species of mail has been established, 
which they have dignified with the name of ScknellwO' 
gen, or Velocity Coach, because, by throwing off the ear- 
ner's cart, it makes out between five and six miles an 
hour. 
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wantii^ ; but they exhibit, m fiiU measure, the 
more indispensable possessions of industry and 
hilarity, a simple and most affectionate disposi-^ 
tion. The family of Baden has long filled a re* 
spectablerank among the minor princes of Ger-* 
many, as ruling with economy and kindness* It 
went by the side of that of Weimar in supporting 
die yornig genius of the country against the pre- 
posterous domination of French literature, and 
did not blush to call Klopstock to Carlsruhe as 
the ornament of its court. The present Grand 
Duke was among the first of the German princes 
to give his people a representative government, 
when the termination of the war left him and 
them their own masters. On such a soil, and 
with a people so industrious and easily contented, 
a^good government, well administered, should 
produce a rural population that would have no 
reasoii to envy any corner of Eur(^e. 

The Grand Duke is a popular prince, particu- 
larly in the hereditary dominions of his house. 
It is in the Swabian part of his territories that 
he has found it most difiicult to conciliate favour; 
not that he was undeserving of it, but because the 
Swabians could not easily throw off their heredi* 
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tary attachnient to the House of Hftpsbui^h. 
Hiese hardy iatteners of miails, and digtiUet*s of 
cherry waiter, a tribes however, of whose intelli^ 
gence their countrymen entertain so low an opi- 
nion, that, all over Germany, a piece of gross stu- 
Jpidity is proverbially termed a Sehtvabemireichf 
longed to return beneath the wing of the double 
eagle. During the first advance of the allies, 
when the Emperor and the Grand Duke were 
together at Freyberg, the former was actually 
reoeiving, in one room, an address from the 
Swabians^ praying him to take them back under 
the imperial sceptre, while the latter, his host 
and their Sovereign, was under the same roof. 
The Emperor wept with them over old sUmes 
and old attachments, for there is not a more kind- 
hearted man in his empire ; but (^er views of 
policy were imperious, and they remained with 
tlieir new master. This disposition, in fact, is 
said to have been part of the secret ystory of 
the constitution of Baden; the Government resol- 
ved to bestow the boon to turn the popular <^i- 
nion in its favour. 

Excq[>t some of the smalLciqpitidG, which are 
%ht and open, the general chacaeter of the 
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towns strewed round in all directions does not 
correspond with the beiEiuty of the country. They 
are irregular, inconvenient, and gloomy. The 
Inhabitants are content to creep through dark, 
.narrow streets during the day, if one spot be left 
open and planted with trees for their evening 
prcHuenade. Carlsruhe, the capital of the Grand 
Duchy, besides being enlivened by the bustle 
and parade which the residence of a court in a 
sm^U town.always occasions, has a peculiarly ru* 
ral i^pearance : it strikes one just as a large and 
very handsome country village. ' There has not 
been much taste shown in the pofdar groves 
which surround it, and border, in long tedious 
lines, the roads that approach it The poplar is 
not a triee to be planted in masses ; even as form- 
ing an . alley, it has no breadth of foliage, or 
depth of shade, to atone for its stiff, pyramidal, 
unvarying form. Carlsruhe is buried among 
them, and they sink into utter insignificance 
when the eye, through the artificial openings, 
catches the masses of the Black Forest in the 
back ground. 

Without the presence of the court Carlsfuhe 
would npt exist Its population has been create- - 



ed, dhd i^ sappot4e<l| otdj by tile wimto df At 
court, ftRd th^^todc tiftd ^^^aidlh tktft a|«(«f» &1-^ 
low a oeHft <Hi %fi^iM9$ ^ ^daduneb €^ und 
idle people tsmn ^ ktf^ ^ pv&p(fifdm d ^jk^ 
small wboH that poveltjr dsbd miiety di» not 
easdfy CdlB^^ttideir tike ey^^ ti^ mMatfj^. Tlie 
first si^tiif Ctelflpt^ ttfin htoit !S4i plirt^e of 
amuseilLeM and elt^ittt efi^yiMiil; iMfa^ lliaft 
of business ; be feek kteisetf dvf^rywliiape merely 
friftki ^ precinets of a pidaee; M/i, tmless he 
p^etrate Into the debfiites of thec^Mibers, he 
mU notsoon diisi^over that the more fi^ious oc* 
capa^ons ^ U^ are tnueh «ttend^ to. 

Beyond Carl$ruhe the plain, (ot scmie miles, 
beccHSies^oader } but, in the nei^bottrhood of 
Heiddber^, am^iintatinoas ridge, tbr0tt^h whose 
vaUies Hhe Necto* finds its way^ pr^RW^ forward 
to iitt Rhine* tieidelberg rests on the last 
slope, and at 1^1$ foot^ the rid^; oom amd 
wine crowd upon each ^t^er along tkie Necikar, 
during Al iJiat remains ^4ts course, t^lfhe walls ^ 
of ]Mteliheim» Matiheim ksctf is the most tna- 
theraatieally /regular town in Europe,, a mere 
Mlleotion (>f ist^iglo; lin^ aoid ^uralldograms, 
every street md every m^s^s of building like 
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every other. It was not difficult to attain this 
uniformity in a town of twenty-five thousand in- 
habitants ; but, besides being nxmotonous, it pro- 
duces ctmfusion. One encounters more difficul- 
ty.in finding his way through the streets of Man- 
heim, than in much larger towns which have not 
bowed the knee in such absolute subjection to a 
ground plan, and in which, though the whole 
be irregular, the parts are noticed and remem- 
bered for their own peculiarities* The Cicerones 
boast of one or two churches, which are very 
gaudy, and the palace, whidi is very large and 
heavy ; but the great charms of Manheim are 
due to. nature. On the north it is skirted by 
the blue waters of the Neckar, which, at Heidel- 
berg, has quitted for ever its mountain gorge, 
and here pours itself placid and slow, into the 
bosom of the Rhine. The Rhine itself rolls its 
ample stream on the west, washing the walls; 
the plam beyond runs back from the left bank, 
disappearing at length in the shadow of the fo- 
rests and precipices of the Vosges. Except in 
the Rhe^au itself,, there are few spots on 
the Rhine where this imperial river makes so 
splendid ah appearance->->the expanse of water, 



spread/out like'a migbly lake, its slow. ma- 
jestic motion, its tinge of green, not deep 
enoagh to prevent the vivid reflection of the ram- 
parts and .towers that bristle on the one bank, 
and the cottages, and orchards, and vineyards, 
that' stud the other. '^ It is not wonderful. that 
the 7 coolness which lingers round his waters, 
even in the greatest heats of> summer, should 
draw gay processions of strollers to the ramparts 
and bridge to enjoy the magnificent spectacle, 
or that they^ should proudly challenge Europe 
to. equal their, native stream. If Virgil had 
still to write, the Po would no Icniger be the 
" Rex fluviorum,'/ even in Europe, for in every- 
thing but sky and classical associati(»i the Rhine 
is. his superior. The artificial embankments of 
the Po, singular though they be as works of la- 
bour and skill, deform his beauty, and the sand 
widii which! he threatened to: encroach on the 
Adriatic discolours his own waters. The Rhine 
that Virgil knew.was&ed no. vineyards; and re- 
flected no temples:, he had heard o( it only as 
a. savage .and unidomed stream, rolling itself 
through interminable woods, and gtiatding the 
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hliimts of barbarians vrtio had checked the flight 
of the Roman eagles. 

He delists of the situaticm, and the plea^ 
sures of the societyt a£tritct a number of resident 
9trang»d| for her^ toOf «s being the residence of 
the Markgravine Dowager, there is something 
of the parade and degance of a court Many 
of the sojottmers are persons of literary habits, 
and the coteries df Manheim' have gradually 
been acquiring a character for iitformation and 
bm tm. Th^re is a t^onsideraUe number of 
Russians, pUfticularly lavoiikms. The subjects 
of the AutocriEit of all the Russlas seem to have 
a natural fondness for nestling in every warm* 
er clitx^te, or more civilized country, than then: 
own. These were the circumstances which made 
Kotzebue choose Manheim for his residence, 
when the tiotice excited by the surreptitious pub- 
lication of his unfortunate Imlledn induced him to 
quit Weimar ; and it was here, in a small house 
towards the Rhine, that he fell a victim to the 
fanaticism of Sand. I found the murderer, who 
had been executed shortly before, sdll the sub^ 
ject of general conversation. Hiou^ his deed, 
besides its moral turpitude, has done Germany 



much political nrischigf, the pablic feeliDg seem-» 
ed to treat his memiwy witk great indulgeace* 
Most peopki except the stiuleiit% were liberal 
enough to acknowledge tfiat Sand had done 
wrong in committhig assataiaation^ bat they did 
not at aO regard him with disrespect auich less 
with the abhorrence due to a masodasmr*. The 
ladies were unplaeable in tbeiv resimtiiieirt at his 
escecutbm. 1%ey could easily foigiv^ die ne- 
ces»<y of catting ol^ his head, but l^ey eoald 
not pardon the barbafily of catting e^i tot pi»i 
pare hini for Ae bIo<^, the k>9g <hrk locjcs wbiek 
curled down over hii» i^ioQldei?s, aftcsr die aca^ 
deinical fitshion. People &oDd masy dmgft in 
his ccmduGt and situation which conspire^ to 
make diem regard him as afk object ef pity^ 
sometimes of admlpatk^^ rather dum of blaiK* 
Nobody regrets Kot^ebue. To deny hinv as 
many have done^ all claims to talentand literary 
merit, argues sheer ignorimce &p ^tttpi£^; but 
his talent could not- redeem the imprudence of 
his conduct, and no man ever possessed in gceat«> 
er perfection the art of making en^miei^ wh^e- 
ever he wite placed. Every bedy be^^d, too, 
that Sand, however fingh^ly err^MOus his 
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ideas might be, acted from what he. topk to be 
a principle c^ public duly, and. hot to,:gratiiy 
any private interest This feelmg, joined to the 
patience .mid. resolution: with which he bore up 
under fourteen months oi grievous bodily suf- 
fering, the kindliness of temper which he mimi-i 
fested towards every one else, and the intrepidity 
with which: he submitted to the pujiishment of 
his' crime, .naturally procured him in .Germany 
much sympathy and indulgence. Such;paUiat- 
ing feelings towards . the perpetrator, of. such a 
deed are,, no. doubt, abundantly dangerous. If 
they pass the boundary by a single hair's-^breadth, 
they become downright defenders of ^s^assina- 
tion,^and it is one of the greatest mischiefs of 
such an example that it. seduces weak heads 
and heated fiuicies into a ruinous coquetry with 
principles which make every nian his jieighbour^s 
executioner. Still, it would be untrue to say 
that it was cmly his brother students who regard- 
ed Sand with these indulgent eyes. To them, 
of course, he appeared a martyr in a common 
cause.^ << I would not have told him to do it/' 
said a student of Heidelberg to me, ^^ but I 
would cheerfully have shaken bands with him 
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after he did it'' Even in the more grave and 
orderly cUmes oi aodnsty^ although his crime 
was. never justified or applauded^ I could sel*- 
dom trace any .inclination to qpeak of him with 
mudi rigour. When the executioner had struck,' 
the crowd rushed upon» the scaffold^ every one 
anxious to pick xxp a fewscattered hairs, or dip 
a ribbon, a handkerchief ' or a scrap, of pi^r, 
in his blood. Splinters were' chipped from the 
reeking block, and worn in medallicms as his 
hair was in rings, false and* revered as the re- 
liques of a saint . To the . students of Heidel-' 
bergJwas ascribed the attempt .to sow with For* 
getome-not the field on which he was beheaded ; 
and which they have biqptized by the name of 
Sand's Ascensibn-Meadow. Though punished' as 
an homicide, he was laidinconseoratedrground;* 
and, till measures were: taken by the police' to 
prevent it, fresh flowers and braiicheS;Of weeping 
willow were nightly strewed, by^unknown' hands, ' 
on the murderer's grave.' 

At Heidelberg, the university stiU flourishes,* 
under the liberal administraticm of the .house of< 
Baden, and the students, by far the most im-; 
portant personages in the town, have their full 
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share of the ramieMy amd mdeness^ and C8priet% 
which ebaracterizcy le^^Gg more, att theOemaxi 
tt&ivessittts» Tha shapaless eoatiM4l{re kmg hair 
**^the bare neck^the hrigt shirt eolhacv fi^Uiag 
back €81 the Amdidefay-ythe affected^ tarebM^ 
vottld«4)e^ahlsh air-^the total absenae of all 
good breeffing, annoonoe^ at onca^ 4ie pcesaBeft 
of th« fmtevnity« Bat these eril qpdrita inhabit 
a pamdise.^ The Neekar^ thragh navigabk for 
small crafty still retains aH the fipeshnesa of a 
moimtaia strean. Qait&Ieft baak^ thetcnmia 
huddled togethu! at the foot of the roeks, plaliiy 
irregular^ and oldwfcBhioned> The li^it bank 
glows with die vine^ r^sening beneath higher 
ridges of sock and woqi^ which shield it from 
the north* B^luad, die prospeet eh»ea aa the 
yaUej recedes, akmg the windinga of the riTer ; 
to the west» it ijpens <Nit at once inio the wonk 
ditHia pkuD, and terminates only at the Rhinew 
The pakoe of theElectozsof die Pahrtiiiate^ diw 
lapidated by lightnings by war^ and by time^ 
fWvKBft above th^ town, fbrtnnately it is a 
miait In die dag» of its perfect grandear» a 
pile so huge and majestic^ and^ in many c^ita 
details,, making fair pretenadong to elassical ar» 
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chitecture, must have been out of places and, if 
the expression may be used, out otknspb^ with 
the surrounding scenery. Gothic tow^re ahd 
loop-holed battlements may be pesrehfid on the 
sumpiit of a precipice, or stuck on.' the side of a 
narrow and romantic vBlley; but more ample 
space, and features more imposing than the 
merely picturesque, are the fitting accompani* 
ments of such a pile as the Castle of Heidelberg 
must have been, when its halls^gKttered with the 
granite columns which had once .adorned the 
layourite palace of Charieniagne. ' If thb was a 
defect, time and devastation have remedied it 
superbly ; whatever the casde may have been, 
the ruin is in perfect harmony with the scene ; 
and well deserves its reputation as the most 
ifiqsosing and nAjestit in Europe. The walls, 
of a solidity that seemed to rival the rock on 
which they were founded, lie in the ditches, in 
confused masses, << like fragments, of a former 
world." Among the stately reliques of the hall 
ef the knights, there are still many rich remains 
of the magnificence which had rendered it the 
boast of Germany ; and, amid the smoke which 
pollutes its walls, one loves to imagine he can 
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trace the course of the flash that lifted op the 
conflagration. . 

The humblest part of the whole, the cellars, 
have alotie escaped destruction^ for they are hewn 
out in ther living rock, and^ if old tales may be 
believed, extend. f$r b^iieath the town. In one 
of them is still pi^eserved the famed Heidelberg 
tun, which contains I know, not how many pipes 
of wine. Alas I it is pardied and empty, as elo-» 
quent a memento of mortal vicissitudes as the 
ruitied castle. Wh^i the halls and courts above 
resounded with- the revelry of knightly banquets 
and feudal retainers, to fill it was a }ubilee, and 
to drain it an amusemotnt. The family of the 
Palatinate is on the throne, of Bavar£a, the castle 
is in ruins, and the tun is. empty. It livesf only 
in the drinking songs of the students, and as a 
lion for. the'stranger. , 

At Darmstadt, another small, hundsome town, 
the. capital ..of the Grand Duchy of the same 
name^ and, like Carlsruhe, entirely dependent 
on the residence of the court, I saw nothing but 
a very .splendid, theatre, furnished with an ex-: 
cellent orchestra, and over-crowded with specta- 
tors, the greater part of whom had come up 
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from Frankfort for the sake of Sacchini's CEdi* 
pus. The opera, is the ruling passion of the 
Grand Duke, but his subjects do not willingly 
see so much money spent on it by a prince who 
ranks so low among the << German gentles." He 
has the. best orchestra between Basle. and Brus- 
selsy and the only fortification in his dominions 
is garrisoned by foreign, troops. When, after 
long reluctance, he at length convoked a repre- 
sentative body under a new.constitution, the first 
thing the; representatives did was to quarrel with 
it as too antiquated and impotent. He treml^ed 
for the orchestra, became good natured, yielded 
them more liberfd terms, and, as they left his 
opera untouched, there have been no more 
squabbles. 

* A farther driye of fourteen miles, through a 
country^ more sandy than any part of the plain 
on the Upper Rhine, leads to the banks of the 
Main ; the well-bred listlessness and courtly de- 
meanour of Darmstadt are exchanged for the 
noise and bustle of Frankfort. Long before 
reaching the city, the increasing host'of carriages 
and waggons announced the vicinity of this 
great emporium. On passing the bridge across 
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the MaiDt tbe concision become inextrkaUe^ lor 
itwagtheMicllac^iiia&Fftiv. Themtrrowstreets^ 
3Uiik bel\v«eti tidl, old^fkshioiied piles of brnkt* 
ing, se«Bae4 too small Ito tb^ bui^ erowd that 
swarmed throi^gh th^m, es^amlmiig and bargaki* 
ing about all the proditetions of Europe in all 
Its laoguages. The outoid^ walls^ of the shops, 
and, in many instl^nceS) pf the first floors, were 
entirely coye?ed with large pieces of dbth, ge- 
nerally of some glaring oc^ur, prpclahBing the 
mme and vmr^s of the fereigner vrko^ bad there 
pitched liis tent, in French and Italian^ German, 
Russiap, Polish, and Bohemian ; rarely in Eng* 
lish, but very often m Hebrew, The las^ how- 
ever, being a somewhat inconyenient. language 
for sign-posts, was generally accompanied by a 
translation in a known tongue. Not only the 
public squares, but. every spot that could be pro^ 
tected against the encroachments of wheels and 
horses, groaned beneath gaudy and ample booths^ 
which displayed, in the most ou^e juxta-position, 
all that isonvenience or luxury has ever invented, 
from wooden flatters, Mandiester cottons, or 
Vienna pipe-heads^ to the bijouterie of the Pa^ 
lais Royal or ^ china of Meisaen, silks from 
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Lyons, or ckanddUers irom the momitaiiis of 
Bi^h^nia. Eveiy fiur pres^oits, on a smdler 
scal^ the same variety ana coiifusi<»i ; but ^e 
aifiaemblage of iq«i from all quarters of the globe, 
and these, too, men of bnshiess, in search of bar- 
gains, not amusement, that is collected in the 
streets and inns of Frapkfort, daring the fitlr, is 
to be found nowhere eke, except, perhaps, in 
L^pzig <m a similar occasion. 

If the traveller who happens to arrive at this 
most un&vourable of all seasons for the mere 
traveller, can rest satisfied with a cellar or a gar- 
ret, the hotels are not the least animated part of 
the whole. Butler and cook have been prepar- 
ing during weeks for the campaign ; larder and ' 
servants are put upon a war establishment; the 
large hall, reserved in general for civic feasts or 
civic balls, is thrown open for the daily table 
d'hote. In one hotel, above an hundred and fifty 
persons daily surrounded the tablt^ chattering 
all languages " from Indus to the pole." The 
newly decked walls displayed in fresca aU the 
femed landscapes of the Rhine, from Manheim 
to Cologne ; the stuccoed ceiling and gik cor*- 
hices far outshone in spl«idour the hall on the 
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opposite side of the way^ in which the beads 
of the Holy Roman Empire used to be elected 
and anointed. From a gallery at either endf a 
full orchestra accompanied eadi morsel of saiir 
sage with a sounding march, or, when Hock and 
Rudesheimer b^an to glow in the veinS) attun- 
ed the company, by repeated waltzes, to the 
amusements of theevening. The merchants, who 
flock down from every quarter, are not always 
allowed to make their journey alone. Their 
wives and daughters know full well that business 
is not the sole occupation oi a Frankfort fair ; 
that, if there be bills and balances for the gentle- 
men, there are balls, and plays, and concerts for 
the ladies ; and that a gentleman, on such occa- 
sions, is never so safe as when he has his own la- 
dies by his side. Though, in general, neither 
well informed nor elegantly bred, they are pret- 
ty, affitble, willing to be amused ; they give va- 
riety to the promenades, and chit-chat to the ta- 
ble. ^ 

Except in the peculiarities of the fair, there is^ 
nothing to distinguish Frankfort from a hundred 
other large cities. It stretches chiefly along the 
right bank of the^ Main> which is discoloured by 
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the pollutions of the city, and certainly is not 
adorned by the clumsy, shapeless things, called 
ships, which minister to its ccnnmerce. In fact, 
a river of but moderate size always loses its beau- 
ty in passing or traversing a large city. The ci- 
ty itself is generally old; much <^ it is crazy/ 
There is only one good street in it, the Ziel, and 
^reat part of the good houses in that street are 
inns. Among them is the onie where Voltaire 
was seized, on the requisition of the Prussian re- 
sident, when flying from the wrath of the mo- 
narch to whom he had so long ^< washed dirty lin- 
en." The growing wealth of Frankfort loves to 
settle outside of the walls ; for the country in the 
immediate vicinity, whether up the Main, or 
back in the vallies of the Taunus> is so rich in 
natural emtiellishments, that the affluent natural- 
ly prefer it as a residence to the gloom of the 
town, i A number of delightful villas stud the 
slopes and crown the summit of the Muhlberg^ 
a moderate eminence, which streftches along the 
opposite bank of the Main^ equally celebrated for 
the wine and the prospiect which it yields. There, 
reposing from the calculations of the counting- 
house, the merchant contemplates below, in silent 
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rapture, the passage of sail and waggon tliat 
bring the materials of his wealth, and the pr^ 
gress of the vines dutt are to renew the stores of 
his cellar. 

The cathedral, a work of the feurteentb oen- 
tnry, is still less interesting in itself, than for its 
antiquity ; the unfinished tower, the unfinished 
labour of a whole century, sits heavy on the 
edifice. The Romer, or Roman, a building 
HOW used for the public offices, is supposed to 
derive its name firom having been, if not built, at 
least used as a warehouse by Lombard mer*- 
chants, in the eleventh and twdifth centuries^ 
while Venice still distributed the productions of 
the East into the North. It was afterwards ap- 
plied to a more noble purpose, which alone gives 
it any interest; within its walls the German 
Emperors were elected and crowned. There is 
stiU presei^ved, as a solitary remnant of majes- 
ty, a oc^y of the Golden Bull, the document 
that determined the rights of prince and subject 
in an empire anomalous while it endured, and 
not regretted now that it is gone. The cornice 
above die crimson tapestry, vrith which the elec-* 
tion^chamber is entirely hung, has been allowed 



to jpetsin the armorkl beacii^ of the electors^ 
«ptd they new witness the deliberations of the 
Seoate of Fraok&rt.. The hall where the empe* 
rors were csovmn^ cant never have been worthy 
of ao aogiist a ceremony. 

A ^ity: where every mm and every moment is 
devoted to mcmey^making is not the fiivourite 
ahod^ of the arts» even though it be decorated 
with the epithet of free. Frankfort^ indeed, pos« 
sesses a picture gallery, but I saw little in il 
worth seeing again. The magnificent legacy of 
a banker who, some years ago^ bequeathed a 
fectane c^ a hundred thousand pounds, for the 
encourag^ent of the arts^ and the support of 
y<^ng artbts, wiU probably produce, as similar 
eleemosynary institutions eonKoonly have done, 
«m abamknt carop of mediocrify* In the sub* 
urban gardens of die weaJ^est among the mer- 
chants is the masterpiece of Dannedcer^ a sculp*^ 
tor of WirCemberg^ Ariadne on a leopard. The 
figure is well cut^ but the attitude in uapleasai^; 
she is too nicely and anxiously balanced on die 
back of tike animal. Never was sculptor so un-* 
fiNTtunate in his marble; the Goddess of NaaEos 
looks as if die had been hewn out of old Stilton 
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cheese; ber naked body is covered with bLne 
spots and blue streaks, from the crown of Ae 
head to the sole of the foot^ The citiz^is have 
long wished to erect a nuMnument to their great 
townsman, Gothe ; but the opposition made to it, 
even from the press, (for Gothe has mahy /de- 
tractors,) seems to have convinced them' of the 
propriety of deferring it, at least till the patri-. 
arch be dead; and few men have outlived so 
many admirers. t 

Frankfort, in consequence of her commercial 
relations, is so thoroughly under foreign influ*- 
ence, and so polluted by a mixture of all foreign 
manners, that her populati(m can hardly be said 
to have a character of their own. Even the 
multifarious connections withallends of theearth, 
which have made hercitisens in a manner citiaens 
of the world, have unfitted them to be German 
citizens; for they judge of the happiness of man- 
kind by the rate of exchange, and the price of 
wine. . Let no one hastily condemn the worthy, 
citizens of Frankfort for thus forgetting^ in the 
pursuits of the merchant and mcmey speculator) 
what the politician might, perhaps, hold to be 
the interest of their common country ; or, at 
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least, befiure pronouncing his doom on their ima- 
gined selfishness, let him study the port of Lon* 
don, or Liverpool, or Bristol, and discover, if he 
can, a purer foundation for English mercantile 
patriotism. i 

Of the fifty thousand inhabitants who form 
the population of Frankfort, about seven thou- 
sand are Jews. Perhaps they might have been 
expected to increase more rapidly in a city whose 
favourite pursuits are so congenial to the traf- 
ficking spirit of Israel, while its constitution gave 
them a toleration in religion, and a security of 
property, which they obtained only at a much 
later period frcmi more powerful masters. They 
inhabit chiefly a particular quarter of the town, 
which, though no longerwalled in, as it once was, 
to separate them from the rest of the community, 
repels the Christian intruder, at every step, with 
filth much too disgusting to be particularized. 
In the driving of their trafiic they are importu- 
nate as Italian beggars. Laying in wait in his 
little dark shop, or little tattered booth, or, if 
these be buried in some obscure and sickening 
alley, prowling at the comer where it joins some 
more frequented street, the Jew darts out oa 
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every passenger of promii»; He seems to pos- 
sess a peculiar taleitt at discoveriiig, even in the 
Babel of Frankfort, the country of the person 
whom he addresses, and seldom feiis to hit the 
right language. Unless thrown off at onoe, he 
' sticks to you through half a street, whistpering 
the praises of his wares mingled with your own ; 
ibr, curving tiie spar^ insignificant body into 
obsequiousness, and throwing into the twinkling 
gray eye as much condescension as its keenly 
expressed love of gain will admit, he conducts 
the whole oration as if he were sacrifi(dDg him- 
self to do yoB a &vour of which nobody must 
know. When ail the usual recommendations of 
great bargains fiul^ he generally finislies the cli* 
max with *^ On my soul and conscience, Sir, 
they are genuine smuggled goods/' 

It ^ems to be the lot of the Jew to make him* 
self singular even in trades which he drives in 
eommon with Christians, much more palpaUy 
than he differs from them in their religious faith* 
In a Protestant countryaCathoHc is notknown^ 
nor in a Catholic country a Protestant, till you 
open his prayer-book, or follow him into his 
church ; but the peculiarities which keep the 
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Jew sepBrt^frbm the world hdbng to eTery-^day 
life^ }t IS truc^ that, all over Europe, indivi^ 
dm^ are to be fotuod who seldom rq)air to the 
synagogue, and have overcome the teirors of 
barbers and bacon ; but these are regarded in 
heart, by their more orthodox brethren, as the 
freethinkers and backdiders of the tribes of Is- 
rael, whose sinful ^compliances must encclude 
them from the church triumphant, diough the 
ungodly portion of mammon, which they have 
contrived to amass, may render it prudent to re-^ 
tain them nominally within the pale of the com<^ 
munion below. The peculiarities of die general 
mass form a lasting wall of partition between 
them and 4heir Christian ne%hbours. In his 
modes of appellation, in his meats, in his amuse- 
ments, the Jew is a separatist from the world, 
uniting himself to a solitary community, not on- 
ly in his Fe%tous fidtib, wbifeh no one minds, 
but in matters which enter uito the spirit, and 
descend to the details ^f ordinary life. Whether 
you dine, or pray, or converse, or correspcmd 
with a pure and conscientious Jew, some pecu- 
liarity forces upon your notice that he is not one 
of tiie people ; and in iiiesei more than in the pe- 
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culiarities of tbeir religious creeds rests the exe- 
cution of the curse, which still keeps the de- 
scendants of Israel a distinct and despised peo- 
ple among the Gentile nations. - . t 
; As arecompence for having lost the elections 
and coronaticHis of the emperors, Frankfort was 
made the seat of the Germanic Diet, and would 
boast of being the seat of government of, the 
whole Germanic body, if the Diet were truly a 
government. But, except that. the presence of 
the deputies and foreign ministers increases the 
number. of dinners and carriages in Frankfort, 
the X^ermans maintain, that the. confederation, in 
which they have been bound, serves no one pur- 
pose of a government, but is merely a clumsy 
and expensive instrument, to enable Austria jand 
Prussia to rule all Germany. The thing , looks 
well enough on paper, they say, for the votes 
appear to be distributed according to the popu- 
lation of the^diiferent^ states ; but in ks working 
it manifests only the dictatorial. pi^eponderanoe 
of powers which they will not acknowledge.to be 
German in point of interest, and only partially 
German. even in point of territory. , One-third 
of the votes, in the ordinary meetings, belong to 
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Austria, Prussia, England, Denmark, and the 
Netheiiands. The small powers, who form the 
majority with half and quarter, votes, or, as in 
one case, with thesixth partof a voteeach, are en- 
tirely depend^it on these greater states. These 
greater states, though possessing territories in 
Ge/inany, are essentially foreign in.their strength 
and interests, and, enjojring an irresistible influ- 
ence in the Diet, they have handed over the go- 
vernment of Germany to Austria and Prussia; 
while Prussia, again, seems to have thrown her- 
self into the arms of Russia, and Austria has 
been for centuries the bigotted opponent of every 
thing >:hich might tend to render Germany inde- 
pendent of the house of Hapsburgh. , The Em- 
peror Francis did well not to labour after the re- 
storation of the empire ; for instead of remaining 
the limited and elective head of a disjointed mon- 
archy, he has become the hereditary dictator of a 
submissive confederation ; instead of negotiating 
at Ratisbonne, he can command at Frankfort. 
Thus the Germ^ic Diet is essentially the repre- 
sentative, not of German, but of, foreign inte- 
rests, guided by potentates who claim a voice in 
its measures in virtue of a portion of their terri- 
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tories, and tlieti throw in upon its defiberations 
the whole weight df thekr preponderating.poUtt<» 
cal ind military mflaence, to guard their own 
foreign interests, and effectuate schemes of po- 
licy which have no relation to the union^ inde« 
pendencC) cur welfare of Grermany. 

The confederation provides, to be sure, a pub« 
lie treasury and a common army for the defence 
of the country, but of what use are a treasury 
and army which stand at the disposal of foreign 
influence ? Moreover, it does not leave the states 
which compose it even political independence 
iimong themselves, and the quiet administration 
of their internal concerns. It seems to be the 
right of a sovereign prince to give his subjects 
as popular institutions as he may think proper ; 
but the sovereign princes of Germany must pre* 
viously obtain, through the medium of the Diet, 
the permission of the courts of Vienna and Ber- 
lin. On this body depends the degree to which 
they shall descend from the old arbitrary prero- 
gative ; for the confederation, while it thus lops 
off the most unquestionable rights of sovereign . 
states, has formally dedared, widi ridiculous in- 
consistency, that it can contain only sovereign 

1 
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pfmce«*-«^aiid nil the world knows what » sove* 
reign prince meaxM in the language of Vienna. 
Freedom of diBcussion among th^Qoselvest and 
the power of communicating their deliberations 
to those for whom they legislate, seem to be in- 
sq[>ar;able from the useful existence of a legislative 
body; but, by the proyisions of the confedera- 
tion, this eternal minor placed under the tute- 
lage of foreign powers, the Diet is bound to take 
care, that neither the discussions in such assem- 
blies themselves, where they exist by sufferance, 
nor their publication through the press, shall 
endanger the tranquillity of Germany — and all 
the world knows by what standard Prince Met- 
temich measures public tranquillity. 

Even in the states where representative go- 
vemments have been established, the confedera- 
ti^ deprives them of all power in the most im- 
portant que^tidns that can be put to a nation, 
fbose of peace and war ; for it has expressly pro- 
vided, that no canstitution shall be allowed to 
impede a prince> who belongs to the confederal 
tion» in the performance of the duties which the 
Diet tnay think proper to impose upon him. 
Wliether Bavaria or Wirtemberg, for example, 

roj-. I. c 
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shall go to war, is not in every case a question 
for her own king and parliament, but for the 
Prussian and. Austrian envoys at Frankfort If 
the |x>wers which, though essentially forei^, 
are prepcmderating, find it useful to employ the 
money and arms of the Germanic body, the con^ 
stitution at home is virtually suspended. The 
Diet is despotic in legislative, executive, and 
judicial authority; and, if any part of the terri- 
tory included in the confederation be attacked, 
the whole body is ipso fcKto in a state of war. 
France quarrels with Austria and the Nether- 
landis ; she attacks the former in Italy, and the 
latter in the Duchy of Luxembourg, which is a 
part of the confederation ; the whole Germanic 
body must fly to arms, for the territory ^f the 
confederation is attacked. Although Bavaria^ 
for instance, should have no more interest in the 
quarrel than his Majesty of Otaheite, she must 
submit to the misery and extravagance of war, 
as if an enemy stood on the banks of her own 
Iser. In vain may her parliament resolve for 
peace, and refuse to vote either men or money; 
it is the duty of their king to go to war for the 
inviolabttity of this ricketty and heterogeneous 
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eonfederalion. . Tbe decision belpngsi, not to the 
monarch and representatives of the Bavariati 
people, but to the diplomatists of Frankfort ; and 
if the former be backward, a hundred thousand 
Austrians can speedily supply the place pf tax- 
gatherers and recruiting officers. 

These are the sentiments which are heard 
every where in Germany; and, making every 
allowance for national partialities, there certain- 
ly is a great deal of truth in them. The Ger- 
manic confederation l^as nothing equal in it; it 
is ruled by foreigners, for even the votes of Han- 
over obey the ministry of England. Weimar, 
whose liberal institutions and free press had been 
guaranteed by this very Diet, was compelled to 
violate them, and submit to a censorship^ at the 
will of a congress of ministers, whom Germany 
can justly call foreigi|, assembled in Carlsbad. If 
I observed rightly, the preponderance of Austria 
is peculiarly grating to the powers more proper- 
ly German. '. They know that Austria is the very 
last among them which can pretend to be reckon- 
ed a pure.German state; the greatest part of her 
population does not even speak the language : 
they are atieast her equals in military fame, and 
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they have far outstripped her in all the arts of 
peace. I't is not wonderful that they should feel 
degraded at seeing their common country sub- 
jected to the dommation of a power in which they 
find so little to respect or love. If you wish to 
know the politics of the confederation, say the 
Germans, you must inquire, hot at Frankfort, but 
at Vienna or Berlin. One thing is certain, viz. 
that the southern states, which have adopted po^ 
pular institutions, must hang together in good 
and evil report. It is only in a determined spir- 
it of union, and in the honest support of Han- 
over, that Bavaria, Wirtemberg, and Baden, 
can be safe. The ^< delenda est Carthago" of 
Cato was not more necessary in Rome, than 
^^ cavenda est Austria" is in Munich, Hanover, 
Mid Stuttgard. 

The Diet is held to be ptterly impotent even 
in its most important duty, the preservation of 
that equality among its own member^, without 
which a confederation is one of the most into- 
lerable forms of oppression. The King of Prus- 
sia chose to lay taxes, as was alleged, on the sub- 
jects of his neighbour the Duke of Anthalt Co-- 
then, both of them members of the comfiedera- 
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tioii. The litde duke brought his action before 
die Diet i^^ainst the great king. All German 
ny was on tq>*toe expectation to see how the 
stopreme govenaa&at would discharge its duty. 
The supreme goTemment was much averse to 
Aow its impotency in a dispute where all was 
strength on the one side, and all weakness on 
the other, and c<mtrived to have the case settled 
out of court—a phrase by no means out of place, 
for die form and nomenclature of proceeding in. 
the supreme executive government of Germany 
would be intelligible <mly in the Court of Chan- 
cery, or, still more, in the Scottish Court of Ses- 
sion. Nothing is managed without whole reams 
of petitions, and answers, and replies, and du- 
plies. A growler of Berlin was asked, <^ What 
is the Diet about ?'* ^' Of course, examining the 
stationer^s accounts,'' was the reply. 

But these are dry matters. It will be more 
amusing to follow the course of the Main, a 
dozen miles upwards from Frankfort, to *^ The 
Abode c( Bliss," (Seligenstadt,) a small village 
which, dose on the bank of the river, peeps forth 
from a decaying forest. It has its name from 
having witnessed th^ loves, as it still preservi^ 
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the remains, of Eginhard and Emma. A scanty 
ruin, called the Red Tower, is pointed out as 
having been part of the original residence of the 
lovers, after Charlemagne prudently consented 
to save the honour of his daughter, by giving 
her to the aspiring secretary. Eginhard built a 
church on the spot, and stored it with reliques* 
The peasantry, having forgotten the names; and 
never known the history, have a version of iheir 
own. According to their legend, the daught^ 
of an emperor who was celebrating his Christmas 
holidays at Frankfort, (and one of thein told ine 
his name was Emperor Nero,) fell in love with 
a huntsman of her father's train. ~ She fled with 
her lover, as young ladies will do now and then, 
when papas look sour, and young gentlemen look 
sweet They found refuge and concealment in 
the forest, an outskirt of the Spessart^ which, 
though now so much thinned,^ in those days 
spread its oaks far and wide over the country. 
They built themselves a hut, and, of course, liv- 
ed happily. The young man was expert and 
industrious' as a deer stealer, and the lady boast- 
ed acquirements in cookery which subsequently 
were turned to excellent account. Years pass 
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sway; the emperor happens to hunt again in the 
fiirest ; overoome by hanger, fiitigae» and a long 
chace, he stumbles, with his suite, on the. soli- 
tary cottage, and asks a dinner. The confound- 
ed inmates prepare to set before him the only re- 
past which their poverfy affords, venison poach- 
ed in lus own forests. The enqperor did . not re- 
cognise his lost daughter in the more womanly 
fbim, and rustic disguise, of the hostess ; but the 
daughter recognised her fiither; and, as woman's 
wit knows no ebb, she served up to his majesty 
a dish which she knew to have been: his fiivour- 
ite, and of which he had never eaten except 
when it was prepared by her own skilful hands^ 
Nero has scarcely tasted of the. dish, when he 
breaks forth into lamentations over the daugh- 
ter with whom its delicacies are associated^ and 
anxiously interrogates his young hostess from 
whom she had learned cookery* The runaway 
and her hunter fall at his feet ; En^eror Nero 
was a kind-hearted old man ; every thing is for- 
given ; he names the i^otthe Abode of BHss, in 
commemoration at once, of his diimer and his 
daughter, carries the pair to his palace, and till 
his dying day eats of his favourite meal as. often 
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as^ lie chooses* The lovers built a churdi where 
dieir hut had stood, and were buried together 
within its walls. 

Such is the tradition of the Franconiaa pea* 
sant. There is no doubt that the church was 
built, if not during the reign, yet shortly after the 
death of Charlemagne ; but it is just as little 
doubtful that^ in its pres^it form, it belongs to a 
much later age. What is called modem taste has 
been guilty of an unpardonable breach of good 
taste. The bones of Eginhard and his Emma 
reposed in a massy antique sarcophagus on an 
antique monument Some ruthless stone»*hewer 
has been aUowed to unhouse the ashes of the 
Wers from their venerable abode, and to inclose 
them in a new shining, toy-shop chest. These 
are men who would set << Margaret's Ghosf* to 
the air of " Pray, Goody," and dash the wall- 
flower from a ruin to plant tulips in its stead. 

This Abode of Bliss boasts another species of 
beatitude. It is a frontier village of the duchy 
of X)annstJult towards Bavaria, and the traveller 
who passes the confines for the first time must 
submit to a Bacchanalian ceremony. It w^ here 
that, in the dden time, the merchants coming to 
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tbe Frankfort fair from East, North, and South, 
ii^ed to assemble. Here they ^ere accustomed 
to drink deep congratulations on the journey 
which they had accomplished in safety, and good 
wishes to the i^proaching fair; and from hence 
they were conducted in triun^h into the city by 
the town guards of Frankfort They had procu*- 
red a huge wooden ladle. The handle depends 
from a wooden chain about three feet long, and 
both ladle and chain are cut out of the same piece 
of wood. This relique is religiously preserved 
in an inn at Seligenstadt.. Every traveller who 
passes the frontier for the first time must drain 
the ladle, brimfiil of wine, (it contains a bottle,) 
at one draught. This is the strict rule; but» in 
general^ be can escape without getting drunk^ by 
pcomising ike bystanders the remainder of the • 
bottie.^ His name is then enrolled in an Album 
which has now reached the third foUo voliune, 
and contains the names of most crowned heads 
in Eurc^e during the last two hundred years. 
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CHAPTER II. 

WEIMAR. 

Klein ist unter den Funten GrerauuiieDS freylich d&c meine^ 
Kun und schmal ist sein Land, milssig nur was er vemu^. 

Aber so wende nach innen, so wende nach aussen die Ki^lfte 
Jeder, da wUr ein Fest Deutscher mit Deutscher zu seyn. 

As the traveller proceeds northward from 
Frankfort towards Saxony, the vine-clad hills 
of the Main disappear to give place to (he Thur- 
ingian Forest, which still retains its name, 
though cultivation has stripped much of it of its 
honours. The country which it once covered 
forms a succession of low rounded ridges^ which 
inclose broad valleys swarming with a most in- 
dustrious population. Except towards Cassel, 
where many summits still retain their covering of 
beeches, the corn-field and orchard have allowed 
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only an occasional toft to remain. round the cot- 
tages for shelter, or to crown the brow of the failL 
to supi^y fiieL Between the Thuringian forest 
and the foot of the Erzgebirge, nestles a crowd 
of the small princes who, by family influence, or 
political services, have saved their insignificant 
independence. To the territcnry o£ Cassel suc- 
ceeds part of the Grand Duchy of Weimar; to 
a few miles of Weimar succeed a few miles of 
Gotha ; these are followed by a sHp of Prussia, 
and the Prussian . fortress . Erfurth ; you are 
scarcely out of the reach of the cannon, . when 
you are out of the territory, and find yourself 
again in the dominions of the . Grand Duke of 
Saxe-Weimar. 

' . Weimar, the capital of a state whose whole 
population does not exceed two hundred thou^ 
sand souls, scarcely deserves the name of a town. 
The inhabitants, vain as they are of its well earn- 
ed reputation as the German Athens, take a 
pride in having it considered merely as a large 
village. Neither nature nor art has done any- 
thing to beautify.it ; there is scarcely a straight 
street, nor, excepting the palace, and the build- 
ing in which parliament assembles, is there a 
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large house in the whole town. In three min* 
ntes a person can be as comfdetely in the coun* 
try aa if he were twenty miles remoted. The 
Palace is imposing only from its extent, and it is 
stiU unfinished ; for the Grand Duke^ having 
made as much of it habitable as was required for 
his own court and the family of his eldest sim, is 
too eoonomical with the money of his subjects to 
hasten the completion of his palace^ until his 
little territory shall have recovered from the mi« 
sery and exhaustion which began with the battle 
of Jena, and terminated only after the victory at 



Close by the town, the Ilm creeps along, a 
narrow, muddy stream, devoid of rural or pic-* 
turesque beau^, and confining its boastings to 
what Sohilier has put into its mouth, in << Tlie 
Rivers r 

Though poor my banks^ my stream has borne along. 
On its still waters, many a deathless song. 

Along the river woods have been planted, walks 
laid out, rocks, hewn into the perpendicular where 
they were to be found, and plastered up into 
monticules where they were not to be found, all 
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tofbnn apark, or» as they often style it» an £^g« 
lisb garden. In the detail of omament, the wits 
pf Weimar have &Uen into some littlenesses, loo 
trifling perhaps to be noticed^ were it not thst 
here we expect to find every thing correct in 
matters of taate, because Weimar has been the 
nurse of the taste of Germany. It is tjuite allow* 
able, for instance^ to erect an altar in a shady cor- 
ner, and inscribe on it Genio loci ; but, thoi^h 
a serpent came forth from beneath the altar on 
which .tineas was sacrificing to the Manes of his 
father, and ate up the cakes^ that is no good 
reason why a stone snake should wind himself 
round the altar of the Crenius of the English 
garden of Weimar, and bite into a stone roll laid 
for him on the top* 

It Js not in Weimar that the gaiety, or the 
loud and loose pleasures of a capital are to be 
nought ; there are too few idle people, and there 
is too little wealth, for firivolous dissipation. With- 
out either spies or police^ the smaUness of the 
town and the mode <^ life place everyone under 
the notice of the court, and the court has never 
allowed its literary elegance to be stained by ex- 
travagant parade, or licentiousness of condnct* 
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The nobility, though sufficiently numerous for 
the population, are persons of but moderate for- 
tuned ; many of them would find it difficult to 
play their part, frugal and regular as the mode 
of life is, were they not engaged in the service of 
the government in some capacity or another, as 
ministers, counsellors, judges, or chamberlains. 
There is not much dissoluteness to be feared 
where it is necessary to climb an outside stair to 
the routs of a minister, and a lord of the bed* 
chamber gives, in a third floor, parties which are 
honoured with thepresence even of princes. The 
man of pleasure would find Weimar dull. The 
forenoon is devoted to business ; even the strag- 
gling few who have nothing to do' would be 
ashamed to show themselves idle, till the ap- 
profich of an early dinner hour justifies adtvalk 
in the park, or a ride to Belvedere. At six 
o'clock evory one hies to the theatre, which is 
just a' large family meeting, excepting that the 
Grand Ducal personages sit in a separate box. 
The performance closes about nine o'clock, and 
it is expected that, by ten, every household shall 
be sound asleep, or, at least, soberly within its 
own walls for thenight It is perhaps an evil that, 
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in these small capitals, the court, like Aaron's 
serpent, swallows up every other species of so- 
ciety ; but at Weimar this is less to be regretted, 
because the court parties have less parade and 
ibtmality than are frequently to be found in those 
of private noblemen in London or Paris : it is 
merely the best bred, and best informed society 
of the place. 

The Grand Duke is the most popular prince 
in Europe, and no prince could better deserve 
the attachment which hispeoplelavish upon him. 
We have long been accustomed to laugh at the 
pride and poverty of petty Grerman princes ; but 
nothing can give a higher idea of the respectabi- 
lity which so small a people may assume, and the 
quantity of happiness which one of these insig- 
nificant monarchs may diffuse around him, than 
the example of this little state, with a prince like 
the present Grand Duke at its head. The mere 
pride of sovereignty, firequently most prominent 
where there is only die title to justify it, is un- 
known to him ; hie is the most affiible man in his 
dominions, not simply with the condescension 
which any prince can learn to practise as a useful 
quality, but from goodness of heart4 His talents 



64 W£IMAB. 

are far above mediocri^; no prince could be less 
attached to the practices of arbitrary power, 
while his activity, and the conscientiousness with 
which he holds himself bound to watch, over the 
welfiire of his handful of subjects, have never al^ 
lowed him to be blindly guided by miinsters^ 
Much €^ his reign has faUeii in evil times* He 
saw his principality overrun with greater devas- 
tation than had visited it since the Thirty Years' 
War ; yet in every vicissitude he knew how to 
command the respect even of the conqueror, and 
to strengthen himself mcnre firmly in the affec- 
tioiis* of his subjects. During the whole of his 
long re%n, the conscientious administration oi 
the pi;di>lic money, anxiety for the impartiality of 
justice, the instant and sincere attention given ta 
every measure of public benefit, the ear and hand 
always open to relieve individual misfortune, the 
efforts which he has made to elevate the pcditical 
character of his people, crowned by the volun* 
taryintroductionof a representative government, 
have rendered the Grand Duke of Weimar the 
most popular prince in Germany among his own 
^laiiijeots^ axid ought to make him rank amonjg the 
most respectable in the eyes of foreigners, so far 
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as respectability is to be measured by personal 
merit, not by square miles of territory, or mil- 
licms of revenue. 

His people, likewise, justly regard him as ha- 
ving raised their small state to an eminence from 
which its geographical and polidcal insignifi- 
cance seemed to have excluded it Elducated by 
Wieland, he grew up for the arts, just as the li<t 
terature of Germany was beginning to triumph 
over the obstacles which the indifference of the 
people, and the naturalisation of French litera^ 
ture, favoured by such prejudices as those of 
Frederick the Great, had thrown in its way. 
He drew to his court the most distinguished 
among the rising geniuses of the country; he lov- 
ed their arts, he could estimate their talents, and 
he lived among them as friends. In the middle 
of the last century, Germany could scarcely boast 
of possessing a national literature : her very lan-» 
guage, reckoned unfit for the higher productions 
of genius, was banished from cultivated society, 
and elegant literature : at the beginning of the 
present, there were few departments in which 
Germany could not vie with her most polished 
neighbours. It was Weimar that took the lead 
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in working out this great change* To say no- 
tiling of lesser worthies, Wieland and SchiUer, 
Gothe and Herder, are names which have gain- 
ed immortality for themselves, and fomided the 
reputation of their country among foreigners. 
While they were still all alive, and celebrated in 
Weimar, their nodes caBmuquedeoru$n, the court 
was a revival of that of Ferrara under Alphon** 
sa; and here, too, as there, a princely female 
was the centre round which the lights of litera- 
ture revolved.' The Duchess Amalia, tlhe mo- 
ther of the present Grand Duke, found herself 
a widow almost at the opening of her youth. 
She devoted herself to the education of her two 
infant sons; she had sufficient taste and strength 
of mind to throw off the prejudices which wiere 
weighing down the native genius of the country, 
and she sought the consolation of her long wi- 
dowhood in the intercourse of men of talent, 
and the cultivation of the arts. Wieland was 
invited to Weimar to conduct the education of 
her eldest son, who, trained under such a tutor, 
and by the example of such a mother, early im- 
bibed the same attachment to genius, and the 
enjoyments which it affords. If he could not 
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render Weimar the seat of German politics, pr 
German industry, he could render it thie abode 
of German genius. While the treasures of more 
weighty potentates were insufficient to meet the 
necessities of their political relations, his confined 
revenues could ^ve independence and .careless 
leisure to the men who were gaining for Germany 
its intellectual reputation. The cultivated un- 
derstanding and natural goodness of their pro- 
tector secured them against the mortifications to 
which genius is so often exposed by the pride of 
patronage. Schiller would not have endured the 
caprices of Frederick for a day ; Gbthe would 
have pined at the court of an emperor who could 
publicly tell' the teachers of a public seminary, 
^ I want no learned men, I need no learned 
men." Napoleon conferred the cross of the Le- 
gion of Honour on Gothe and Wieland. He 
certainly had never read a syllable which either 
of them has written ; but it was, at least, an ho- 
nour paid to men of splendid and acknowledged 
gennis. 

It was fortunate for Weimar, thati the talent 
assembled within it took a direction which threw 
off, at once, the long endured reproach, that 
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Germany could produce minds only fitted to 
compile dry chronicles, or plod on in the scien- 
ces. The wit and vanity of the French, aided 
by the melancholy blindness of some German 
princes, had spread this belief over Europe. It 
is not difficult to conceive that Voltaire should 
have treated Grermany as the abode of common- 
place learning, where the endless repetition of 
known facts or old doctrines, in new compends 
and compilations, seemed to argue an mcapadty 
of original thinking; but it is more difficult to 
conceive that a monarch like Frederick, who 
possessed some literary talent himself and affisct- 
ed a devoted attachment to literary merit, should 
have ad<^ted so mistaken an opinion of a coun- 
try which he must have known so much better 
dian his Gallic retinue. Yet he had taken up 
this belief in its most prejudiced form. Instead, 
of cherishing the German genius which was al- 
ready prqwring to give the lie to the wits of 
France, he amused himself with railing at her 
language, laughing at the gdehrte DunkelkeUf 
or ** erudite obscurity" of her learned men, and 
proscribing from his conversation and his library 
every thing that was not French, except the re- 
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ports of his ministers, and the muster-rolls of his 
army* ^ The delirium spread to less important 
princes, an<^ caught all the upper ranks of so- 
ciety. The native genius of the country, scarce- 
ly venturing to claim toleration, wandered forth 
in exile to the mountains of Switzerland. On 
the banks of the lake of Zurich, where a small 
society of literati had assembled, Wieland follow- 
ed, unknown and unnoticed, the pursuits which 
soon placed him among the foremost men of his 
age. The house of Baden gave its countenance 
to Klopstock, and Lessing had found protection 
in Brunswick ; but it was Weimar that first em- 
bodied, as it were, the genius of the country, and 
that genius speedily announced itself in a voice 
which, at once, recalled G^many from her error. 
The Parisians, who, a few years ago, would have 
reckoned it infidelity to the muses to open a Ger- 
man book, have condescended to translate Schil- 
ler, and translate him almost as succes^ully as 
they do Shakespeare or the Scottish Novels. 
How truly did Schiller sing of the muse of his 
cotmt^ *, 

* Die Deutsche Muse. 
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Far her bloomed oo Ai^guiUa itge ; 
So Medicean patronage 

Smiled on her natal hour ; 
She was not nur»ed by sounds of fame ; 
No ray of princely favour came 

To unfold the tender flower. 

The greatest son of Germany, 
Even Frederick, bade her turn away 

Unhonoured from his throne : 
Proudly the German bard can tell, 
And higher may his bosom swell, 

He formed himself alone. 

Hence the proud stream of German song 
Still rolls in mightier waves along, 

A tide for ever full ; 
From native stores Us waters bringing. 
Fresh from the heart's own fouatain springing, 

Scoffs at the yoke of rule. 

None of the distinguished leaders of the " Ger- 
man Athens" belonged to the Grand Duchy it- 
self. Wieland was a Swabian, and the increas- 
ing body of literary light collected round him as 
a nucleus. The jealousies of rival authors are 
proverbial, but at Weimar they seem to have 
been unknown. They often opposed each other, 
sometimes reviewed each other^s books, but ad- 
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mitted tio tuigenerous hostilities. Wieland re- 
joiced when Gothe and Herder were invited to 
be his companions, although both were vehement 
opponents of the critical principles which be pro- 
mulgated in the German M ercmry. Gothe had 
even written a biting satire against him, <* Gods, 
Heroes, and Wieland,'' which, though not in- 
tended for publication, had, nevertheless, found 
its way into the world. Gothe himself has re- 
corded how the young Duke sought him out in 
Frankfort. Schiller was first placed in a chair 
at Jena; but the state of his health, which, 
though it could not damp the fire of his genius, 
converted his latter years into years of suffering, 
unfitted him for professional occupation, and he 
was placed in independence at Weimar. 

Wieland, the patriarch of the tribe, seems like- 
wise to have been the most enthusiastically be- 
loved. All who remember him speak of him 
with rapture, and it is easy to conceive that the 
author of Oberon and of Agathon, and the trans- 
lator of Cicero's Letters, must have been a de- 
lightful combination of acuteness and wit, no or- 
dinary powers of original thinking united to a 
fancy rich, elegant, and playful. To the very 
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clp$e of his long life, he continued to be tke 
pride of the old and the delight of the young. 
Much less a man of the world than Gothe, he 
commanded equal respect, and greater attach- 
ment. Gotbe has been accused of a too jealous 
sensibility about his literary character, and a 
Cpnstantly sustained aiidhiorial dignity, which 
hl^ye exposed him to the imputation of being 
Yiua and proud. Wieland gave himself no anx- 
iety about his reputation ; except when the pen 
was in his hand, he forgot there were such things 
in the world as books and authors, and strove 
only to raider himself an agreeable companion. 
The young people of the court were never hap- 
pier ihan when, on a summer evening, they 
could gather round " Father Wieland" in the 
shades of Tiefurth, or the garden of his own lit- 
tle country residence. Writers of books some- 
times misunderstood the man, and talked <^ him 
s& a trifler, because he did not always lode like 
a folio; Wieland smiled at their absurdities^ 
Gothe, too, got into a passion with people whose 
visits he had permitted, and who then put him 
into their books, not altogether in the eulogistic 
style whichhe expects, and, moreover, deserves ; 
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bill, instead of treating such things with indif- 
fer^ice, he made himself more inaccessible, and 
assumed a statelier dignity. 

Poor Schilier,^ while taking the lead of all his 
computers in the race of immortality, could not 
keq> abreast with them in the enjoyments of the 
world. Tender and kindly as his disposition 
was, his genius sought its food in the lofty and 
impassioned. In his lyrical pieces he seldom 
aimed at lightness, andmere el^ance was a merit 
which he thoroughly despised. Continued sick- 
liness of body excluded him, in a great measure, 
from the world, and the closing years of his too 
short life were spent in scarcely remitting agony. 
Yet how his genius burned to the last with in- 
creasing warmth and splendour ! It would be 
too much to say that he lived long enough for 
his fame ; for, though he gained immortality, his 
later productions rise so far above his earlier 
works, that he assuredly would have approach- 
ed still nearer to perfection. 

No German poet deserves better to be known 
than Schiller, yet his most successful efforts are 
least generally known among us. His merits 
are by no means confined to the drama; who- 

VOL.1. D 
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ever is not acquainted with Schiller's Lyrical 
Poems, is ignorant of his most peculiar and in- 
imitable productions. In the ballad, he aimed 
at the utmost simplicity of feeling, and narrative, 
and diction. It would scarcely be too much to 
^ay that, in this style, his " Knight Toggen- 
burg" has no equal ; in German it certainly has 
none. Its very simplicity, however, is a great 
obstacle in the way of translation ;. for this is a 
quality which is apt, in passing into another lan- 
guage, todegenerateintowhatistrivial orfamiiiar. 

KNIGHT TOGGENBURG. 

" Knight, to love thes like a sister 

Swean to thee this heart ; 
Do not ask a fonder passion, 

For it makes me smart. 
Tranquil would I be before thee. 

Tranquil see thee go; 
And what that silent tear would say, 

I must not— dare not know." 

He tears himself away; the heart 

In silent woe must bleed ; 
A fiery, but a last embrace — 

He springs upon his steed ; 
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From bill and dale of Switzerlaod 

He calls bis trufty band ; 
They bind the cross upon the breast, 

And seek the Holjr Land. 

And there were deeds of bigb renown 

Wrought bj the hero's arm ; 
Where thickest thronged the foemen round. 

His plume waved in their swarm ; 
Till, at the Toggenburger's name. 

The Mussulman would start : 
But noughf can heal the hidden woe. 

The sickness of the heart. 

A year he bears ^he dreary load 

Of life Mfhen love is lost ; 
The peace he chafes ever flies ; 

He leaves the Christian host. 
He finds a bark on Joppa's strand ; 

Her sail alr^dy fills; 
It bears him home where the beloved 

Breathes on his native hills. 

The love-worn pilgrim reached her ball; 

Knocked at her castle gate; 
Alas ! it opened but to speak 

The thunder voice of fate : 
'* She wjiom you seek now wtmn tba veil ; 

Her troth to God is giyen ; 
The pomp and vow of yesterday 

Have wedded bar to Heav(»i;' 
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Straight fo tiie castle of his nret 

For aye he bids adieu; 
He sees no more his trusty steed. 

Nor blade so tried and true. 
Descending from the Toggenburg, 

Ufdmown he seeks the vale ; 
For sackcloth wraps his lordly limhs^ 

Instead of knightly mail. 

Where from the shade of dusky limes 

Peeps forth the convent tower. 
He chose a nigh and silent spot. 

And built himself a bower. 
And there, from morning's early dawn. 

Until the twilight shone. 
With silent hope within his eye. 

The hermit sat alone; 

Up to the convent many an hour 

Gazed patient from below. 
Up to the lattice of his love. 

Until it opened slow ; 
Till the dear form appeared above. 

Till she he loved so well, 
Placid and mild as angels are, 

Looked forth upon the deli. 

Contented then he laid him down; 

Blythe dreams came to his rest; 
He knew th«b morn wottW dawn again. 

And in thO' thought was blest. 
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Thus maiiy a day and many a year^ 

The hermit sat and hoped ; 
Nor wept a tear, nor felt a pang. 

And still the lattice oped ; 

And the dear form appeared abo?e ; 

And she he loved so-well. 
Placid and mild as angels are. 

Looked forth upon the delL 
And thus he sat, a stiflened corpse, 

One mom as day returned, 
His pale and placid countenance 

Still to the lattice turned. 

Even in the drams, most Ikiglish readers 
judge of Schiller only from the Robbers, a boy- 
ish production, which gave, indeed, distinct pro- 
mise of the fruit that was to come, but which is 
no more a sample of Schiller, than Titus Andro- 
nicus would be of Shakespeare. It is impossible 
to form any idea of the German dramatist with- 
out knowing his Don Carlos, Mary Stuart, the 
Bride of Messina, and, higher than them all, 
Wall^stein. It was an unworthy tribute to liv- 
ing genius, to select Gbthe's Iphigenia for the 
opening of the new theatre in Berlin ; for, high 
and multi&rious as Gothe's merits are, Schiller 
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will always remain the great national dramatic 
poet of Germany. Before his time, her tragic 
muse had seldom risen above damning mediocri- 
ty; and ages will probably elapse before another 
appear to raise her to the same honours. When 
a tragedy of Schiller was to be performed, I 
never found an empty theatre in any comer of 
Germany. Moreover, on such occasions, the 
theatre is not crowded with the usual regular 
play-going loungers, who spend a couple of 
hours in a box because they have nothing else to 
do ; the audience consists chiefly of respectable 
citizens, who feel much more truly what nature 
and pission are, than the ribboned aristocracy of 
Berlin or Vienna. Schillier nursed his genius by 
studying Shakespeare ; and it is wonderful how 
little an Englishman regrets Drury-Lane or Co- 
vent-Garden, when Madame Schroder, at Vien- 
na, plays Lady Macbeth in Schiller's translation. 
We cannot be surprised that Shakespeare is ad- 
mired ; but we owe, at least, our gratitude ta 
tliose who have introduced him to a people more 
able to appreciate his excellence than any other 
except ourselves ; and that, too, in a dress which, 
from the aflSnity of the languages, when in the 
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hands of such men as Wieland and Schiller, 
Schlegel and Voss, impairs so little the original 
form. Instead of sneering at the German dra- 
ma, we ought to be inclined in its favour by the 
£actj that it is the drama of a people who wor- 
ship at the altar of our unequalled dramatist 
with as heartfelt devotion as any believer among 
ourselves. Shakespeare would seem to have been 
bestowed upon us, at once to maintain the su- 
premacy of our country, and to teach us humil- 
ity by the reflection, that it was given to no 
other, even among ourselves, to follow his 
course ;— -a comet hung in our sky, to be gazed 
on and wondered at by us, in common with the 
rest of the world, but as far beyond our reach, 
though blazing in our zenith, as to those who 
caught only his more distant rays. 

Of the sages and poets of Weimar, Gothe alone 
survives. One after another, he has sung the 
dirge over Herder, and Wieland, and Schiller 
" his tuneful brethren all are fled." But, lonely 
as he now is in the world of genius, it could be 
less justly said of him than of any other man , 

that he, 

neglected and opprewed, 
Wiihed to be with them, and at rest ; 
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-—for no living author, at least of Germany, can 
boa&t of so long and brilliant a career. At once 
a man of genius and a man of the world, Gothe 
has made his way as an accomplished courtier, 
no less than as a great poet. He has speiit in 
Weimar more than one half of his prolific life, 
the object of enthusiastic admiration to his coun- 
trymen ; honoured by sovereigns, to whom his 
muse has never been deficient in respect ; the 
friend of his prince, who esteems him the first 
man on earth ; and caressed by all the ladies of 
Germany, to whose reasonable service he has de- 
voted himself from his youth upwards. It is only 
necessary to know what Gothe still is in his easy 
and friendly moments, to conceive how justly the 
universal voice describes him as having been* in 
person, manners, and talent, a captivating man. 
Though he is now seventy-four years old, his 
tall imposing form is but little bent ; the lofty 
open brow retains all its dignity, and even the 
eye has not lost much of its fire. The eflFects 
of age are chiefly perceptible in an occasional in- 
distinctness of articulation. Much has been said 
of the jealousy with which he guards his literary 
reputation, and the haughty reserve with which 
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th}S jealousy is alleged to surround his inter*' 
course. Those who felt it so must either have 
been persons whose own reputation rendered 
him 'cautious in their presence, or whose doubtr 
ful intentions laid him under still more unplea- 
sant restraints ; for he sometimes shuts his door^ 
and often his moiith, from the dread of being 
improperly put into books. His conversation is 
unaffected, gentlemanly, and entertaining: in 
the neatness and point of his expressions, no less 
than in his works, the first German classic, in re* 
gard of language, is easily recognised. He has 
said s<»newhere, that he considered himself to 
have acquired only one talent, that of writing 
German. He manifests no love of disj^y, and 
least of all in his favourite studies. It is not un- 
common, indeed, to hear people say, that they 
did not find in Gothe's conversation any strike 
ing proof of the genius which animates his writ<- 
ings ; but this is as it should be. There are few 
more intolerable personages than those who, hav- 
ing once acquired a reputation for cleverness, 
think themselves bound never to open their 
mouths without saying something which they 
take to be smart or u&common. 
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The approach of age, and certain untoward 
circumstances which wounded his vanity, have, 
at length, driven Gothe into retirement. He 
spends the winter in Weimar, but no man is less 
seen. Buried among his books and engravings^ 
making himself master of every thing worth read- 
ing in German, English, French, and Italian, 
he has said adieu to worldly pleasures and gaie- 
ties^ and even to much of the usual intercourse 
of society. Not long ago, he attended a concert, 
given at court, in honour of a birth-day. He 
was late : when he entered the room the music 
instantly ceased ; all forgot court and princes to 
gather round Gothe, and the Grand Duke him- 
self advanced.to lead up his old friend.. 

For nearly, five years he has deserted the 
theatre, which used to be the scene of his great- 
est glory. By the weight of his reputation and 
directorship, he had established such a despot- 
ism, that the spectators would have deemed it 
treason to applaud before Gothe had given, from 
Jiis box, the signal of approbation. Tet a dog 
and a woman could drive him from th^ theatre 
and the world. Most people know the. French 
melodrame, The Forest of Bondy, or the Dog of 
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St Aubry. The piece became a temporary fa- 
vourite in Germany, as well as in France, for it 
was something new to see a mastiff play the part 
of a tragic hero. An attempt was made to have 
it represented in Weimar. Gbthe^ who^ after 
the death of Schiller, reigned absolute monarch 
of the theatre, resisted the design with vehe- 
mence ; he esteemed it a profanation of the stage 
which he and his brethren had raised to the rank 
of the purest in Germany, that it should be pol- 
luted by dumb men, noisy gpecto/de, and the 
barkings of a mastiff, taught to pull a bell by ty- 
ing a sausage to the bell-rope. But hisof^si- 
tion was in vain ; the principal actress insisted 
that the piece should be performed, and this lady 
has long possessed peculiar sources of influence 
over the Grand Duke. The dog made his de- 
but and Gothe his exit; the latter immediately 
resigned the direction of the theatre, which he 
has never since entered, and took advantage of 
this good pretext to withdraw into 'the more re^ 
tired life which he has since led. 

At Jena, where he generally spends the sum- 
mer and autumn, he mixes more with the world ; 
and he occasionaUy indulges in a month's recrea- 
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tion atTopIitz or Carlsbad, where, among princes 
and nobles, he is still the great object of public 
curiosity. Among the erudite professors of Jena, 
there are more than one who do not seem to en- 
tertain much respect for him, and who have writ- 
ten and done mortifying things against him. One 
of the few clouds, for example, which have pass- 
ed over the sky^of his literary life^ was an arti*- 
cle in the Edinburgh Review, some years figo, 
on his memoirs of himself. It vexed him ex- 
ceedingly; but the .most vexatious thing of all 
was, that one of his enemies at Jena translated 
it into German, and circulated it with malicious 
industry. 

Gothe stands pre-eminent above all his coun- 
trymen in versatility and universality of genius. 
There are few departments which he has not at- 
tempted, and in many he has gained the first 
honours. There is no mode of the lyre through 
which he has not run, song, epigram, ode, elegy, 
ballad, opera, comedy, tragedy, the lofty epic^ 
and that anomalous production of the German 
Parnassus, the civil epic, (BUrgerliche Epos^J 
which, forsaking the deeds of heroes and the fates 
of nations, sings in sounding hexameters the 
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simple lives and loves of citizens and farmers. 
Yet the muses have been far from monopolizing 
the talents of this indefatigable man. As they 
were the first love, so they are still the favourites 
of his genius; but he has coquetted with num- 
berless rivals, and mineralogy, criticism on the 
fine arts, biography and topography, sentiment- 
al and philosophical novels, optics and compa- 
rative anatomy, have all employed his pen. His 
lucubrations in the sciences have not command- 
ed either notice or admiration ; to write well on 
every thing, it is not enough to take an interest 
in every thing. It is in the -fine arts, in poetry 
as an artist, iH painting and sculpture as a critic, 
that Gothe justifies the fame which he has been 
accumulating during fifty years : — ^for his pro- 
ductions in this department contain an assem- 
blage of dissimilar excellences which none of 
his countrymen can produce, though individu- 
ally they might be equalled or surpassed* Faust 
alone, a poem which only a German can tho- 
roughly feel or understand, is manifestly the 
production of a genius quite at home in every 
thing with which poetry deals, and master of all 
the styles which poetry can adopt Tasso de- 
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serves the name of a drama, only because it is in 
dialogue, and it becomes intolerably tiresome 
when declaimed by actors ; but it is from begin- 
ning to end a stream of the richest and purest 
poetry. It is an old story, that his first celebrat- 
ed work, Werther, turned the heads of all Ger- 
many ; young men held* themselves bound to fall 
in love with the wives of their friends, and then 
to blow out their own brains ; it is averred, that 
consummations of this sort actually took place. 
The public admiration of the young author, who 
could paint with such force, was still warm, when 
he gave them that -most spirited sketch, Giitz of 
Berlichingen with the Iron Hand^ a picture of 
the feudal manners of their forefathers. The 
reading and writing world iounediately threw 
themselves into this new channel, and German 
presses and German stages groaned beneath the 
knights, the abbots, the battles, and the ban- 
quets of the fifteenth century. Like every man 
of original genius, he had novelty in his favour ; 
and, like every successful adventurer in what is 
new, he was followed by a host of worthless imi- 
tators and insipid mannerists. 
The regular novels of Gothe are of a very 



GOETHE. 87 

questionable sort The vivacity of his imagina-* 
tion and fineness of feeling supply good indivi- 
dual pictures and acute remarks ; btt they can- 
not be praised either for Incident or character* 
They are often stained, too, with the degradation 
to which he unfortunately reduces love, where 
liking and vice follow fast upon each other. 
" The Apprenticeship of William Meister," for 
instance, is a very readable book, in so far as it 
contains a great deal of acute and eloquent criti- 
cism ; but who would purchase the criticism, 
even of Gothe, at the expense of the licentious- 
ness of incident, and pruriency of description, 
with which the book teems? He now devotes 
himself chiefly to philosophical and critical dis- 
quisitions on the fine arts. 

It is scarcely possible for a man who has writ- 
ten so much, not to have written much that is 
mediocre. Gothe, having long since reached that 
point of reputation at which the name of an au- 
thor is identified, in the eyes of his countrymen, 
with the excellence of his work, has been fre- 
quently overrated, and men are not awanting 
who augur that the best of his fame is past 
But he can well afford to make many allowances 
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for the excesses into which popular enthusiasm, 
Hke popular dislike, is so easily misled ; for there 
unll always* remain an abundance of original, 
varied, and powerful genius, to unite his name 
for ever with the literature of his country. He 
himself said truly of Schiller, that where the 
present age had been deficient, posterity would 
be profuse, and the prophecy is already re- 
ceiving its fulfilment. To Gothe the present 
has been lavish, and the future will not be un- 
just From his youth, he has been the favour- 
ite of fortune and fame ; he has reached the 
brink of the grave, hailed by the voice of his 
country as the foremost of her great, the patri- 
arch of her literature, and the model of her ge- 
nius. In his old age, wrapped up in the seclu- 
sion of Weimar, so becoming his years and so 
congenial to his habits, he hears no sounds but 
those of eulogy and affection. Like an eastern 
potentate, or a jealous deity, he looks abroad 
from his retirement on the intellectual world 
which he has formed by his precept or his ex- 
ample; he pronounces the oracular doom, or 
sends forth a revelation, and men wait on him to 
venerate and obey. Princes are proud to be his 
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ciniq>aiiions ; less elevated men approach him 
with awe, as a higher spirit; and when Crcithe 
shall foliow the kindred minds whom he has 
seen pass away before him, Weimar will have 
lost the last pillar of her fame, and in the litera- 
ture of Germany there will be a vacant throne. 

Since the mastifi^ backed by the influence of 
Madame J— n, drove Gbthe from the dii 
rection of the theatre, it has been rapidly de* 
dining from its eminence. He and Schiller had 
trained the whole corps dramatiquey and created 
that chaste, correct style of representation which 
finrmed the peculiarity of the Weimar Scho(d« 
Every thing like rant disappeared from the 
stage, but the opposite extreme was not always 
avoided ; anxiety to observe the great rule of 
not " overstepping the modesty of nature,*' some- 
times brought down tragedy to the subdued tone 
and gesture of serious conversation. The patience 
with which Gbthe drilled the performers into a 
thorough comprehension of their parts was most 
meritorious; it produced that accurate conception 
of character, the foundation of all histrionic ex- 
cellence, which distinguished the stage of Wei- 
taar above every other in Germany, and which. 
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now that the guiding hand and spirit have been 
withdrawn, is disappearing even there. It was a 
common saying, that elsewhere particular things 
might be better done, but in Weimar every 
thing was. well done. The administration passed 

into the hands of Madame J ^n, who, now 

reigning absolutely in the green-room, has al- 
ready contrived by pride, vanity, and caprice^ 
to sow abundantly the seeds both of deterio- 
ration and contention. . Bad taste in selecting^ 
want of judgment in casting, and carelessness in 
performing, are become as common in Weimar 
as any where else. People are not blind to the 
progress of the corruption, but the predominat- 
ing, influence stands on that foundation which it 
is mdl&^'difficult to shake : and, unfortunately, no 
expression of displeasure is allowed in the thea- 
tre itself: it is regarded as a private, court 
theatre, where good breeding permits only ap- 
probation or silence. If a prince maintam a 
place of amusement for the public at his own ex- 
pense, he may have some pretext for saying, 
that you shall either stay away, or be quiet ; but, 
when he takes your money at the door, he cer- 
tainly sells you the right of growling at the en* 
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tertainment, if it be badly cooked, or slovenly 
served up. The liberty of hissing is as essential 
to the good constitution of a theatre, as the li- 
berty of the press to the constitution of a state. 
Three-fourths of all the expenses, however, come 
out of the pocket of the Grand Duke ; for, to 
the abotmes^ a place in the boxes costs only nine- 
pence every evening, and in the pit fourpence. 
Spectators who are not abonnes pay more than 
double this price ; but these consist only of occa- 
sional strangers, and the students who pour over 
every Saturday from Jena, and throng the pit. 
These young men have, in such matters, a 
thorough contempt for meum and tuum s with 
them it is always cihonnement Buspendu, They 
cannot imagine that any man should hav^^'the 
impertinence to claim his place, if a student has 
chosen to occupy it ; and they are ready to 
maintain, at the point of the sword, the privileges 
of their brotherhood. Schiller's Robbers never 
fails to bring the whole university to Weimar, for 
the students seem to find in the bandit life some- 
thing peculiarly consonant to their own ideas of 
liberty and independence. When the robbers 
open the fifth act with the song in which they 
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celebrate the joys of their occupation, the stu- 
dents stand up in a bckly, and join vociferously 
in die strain. 

It may be thought trifling to say so much 
about a theatre ; but the only thing that gives 
Weimar a name is its literary reputation ; and in 
this reputation the character of the stage formed 
a popular and important element, and exercised 
a weighty influence on the public taste. It is, 
likewise, almost the only amusement to which the 
inhabitants of this celebrated viQage have accus* 
tomed themselves. Thus their vanity is inter- 
ested no less than their love of amusement ; and, 
though it may scarcely be thought advisable, in 
so pdor a country, to take a large sum from the 
pubKc revenues to support a theatre, there is no 
branch of expenditure which the inhabitants 
would less willingly see curtailed. They are ir- 
ritated, therefore, that the influence of the queen 
of the boards with their master should operate 
so injuriously on the histrionic republic; they 
had no fault to find with his gallantry so long 
as it did not violate the muses. Let not this be 
ascribed to any want of moral sensibility. We 
have no very favourable idea of German morali* 
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tjTy and, in the larger capitals, particularly those 
ef the South, there certainly is no reason why 
we should ; but Weimar is a spot of as pure mo- 
rality as any in Europe. At Munich or Vienna, 
eorrwnpere et eorrumpi s^BCuIum vocaitur ; but 
the infectioa has not reached these Thurin- 
gians. It is as surprising to find in Weimar so 
pure a court, round a prince who has shown 
himself not to be without human frailties, as it is 
to find in Vienna a society made up of the most 
unprincipled dissoluteness, round an emperor 
who is, himself, <me of the purest men alive. 

Like all their sisters of Saxony, the ladies are 
models of industry ; whether at home or abroad, 
knitting and needle-work know no interruption. 
A lady, . going to a route, would think little of 
forgetting her fan, but could not spend half an 
hour without her implements of £»nale industry. 
A man would be quite pardonable for doubting, 
ea entering such a drawing-room, whether h^ 
had not strayed into a school of industry. At 
Dresden this is carried so far, that even the thea- 
tre is not protected against stocking wires. I 
have seen'a lady gravely lay down her work, wipe 
away the tears which the sorrows of Thekla in 
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Wallenstein's Death had brought into her eyes^ 
and immediately reassume her knitting. The 
Weimarese have not yet found it necessary to 
put softness of heart so absolutely under the pro^ 
t ection of the work-bag. They are much more at- 
tached to music than to dancing ; and sometimes 
a desperate struggle is made to get up a mas- 
querade; but they want the vivacity without 
which a thing of that sort is the most insipid of 
all amusements. The higher class leave the mas- 
querades to the citizens, who demurely pace 
round a room, in black dominos, and stare at each 
other in black faces. 

As might be expected from the literary tone 
which so long ruled, and still lingers round the 
court and society of Weimar, even the ladieshave 
not altogether escaped a sprinkling of pedantry ; 
some have been thickly powdered over with it, 
and, in so small a, circle, shake off their learned 
"dust on all whom they jostle. One coterie 
forms a regular critical club. The gifted mem- 
bers, varying in age from sixteen to sixty, hold 
theirweekly meetings over tea-cups, wrapped up 
in as cautious secrecy as if celebrating (he mys- 
teries of the Bona Dea. A daring Clodius once 
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intruded^ and witnessed the dissection of a tra- 
gedy ; but he had reason to repent the folly of 
being wise, so long as he remained within the 
reach of the conclave. But altogether, the ladies 
of Weimar are, in every thing that is good, a fa- 
vourable specimen of their countrywomen. 

The serious pursuits and undeviating pro- 
priety of conduct of the Grand Duchess herself, 
have, had a large share in thus forming the man- 
ners of her court and subjects.. Her Royal High- 
ness is a princess of the house of Darmstadt ; she 
is now venerable by her years, but still more by 
the excellence of her heart, and the strength of 
her character. In these little principalities, the 
same goodness of dispqsiticm can work with more 
proportional effect than if it swayed the sceptre 
of an empire ; it comes more easily and directly 
into contact with those towards whom it should 
be directed ; the artificial world of courtly rank 
and wealth has neither sufficient glare nor body 
to shut out from the prince the more chequered 
world that lies below. After the battle of Jena, 
which was fought within ten miles of the walls, 
f Weimar looked to her. ialone for advice and pro- 
tection.. Her husband and younger ison were 
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absent with the fragments of the defeated anny ; 
the French troops were let loose on the territory 
«nd capital; the flying peasantry already bore 
testimony to the outrages which are inseparable 
from the presence of brutal and insolent con* 
querors. The hope that she might be lisieful to 
the people in this hour of trial, when they could 
look only to her, prevailed over every apprehen- 
sion of personal insult and danger ; she calmly 
awaited in Weim%r the approach of the French, 
collected round her in the palace the greater 
part of the women and children who had not yet 
fled, and shared with them heri^lf the coarse 
and scanty food which she was able to distribute 
among them. The Emperor, on his arrival, 
took up his abode in the palace, and the Grand 
Duchess immediately requested an interview with 
him. His first words to her were, ** Madam, I 
make you a present of this palace ;" and fordi- 
with he broke out into the same strain of invec- 
tive against Prussia and her allies, and sneers at 
the folly of endeavouring to resist himself, which 
he soon afterwards launched against the unfor- 
tunate Louisa at Tilsit He said more than 
once with great vehemence, ^^ Ondit gueje veux 
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ttre Emp&twr de truest $ cf,'* stamping with his 
foot, " jfe fe aeraii MaektmeJ* He was confoutid- 
ed at the fit m and dignified tone in w4iich the 
Grand Duchess met him. She neither palliated 
her husband's political conduct, nor supplicated 
for raet^cy in his political misfortunfes. Political 
integrity, as a faithful ally of Prussia, had, she 
told him, dictated the one, and, if he entertain- 
ed any regard for political principle and fidelity 
to alliances in a monarch, he could not take ad- 
vantage erf* the other. The interview was a long 
one ; the imperial officers m waiting could not 

4 

imagine how a man, who reckoned tithe thrown 
away even on the yotmg and b^utiful of the 
«ex, c6uld spend so much with a princess whose 
qualifications were more of a moral and intellec- 
tual nature. But from that moment. Napoleon 
treated the family of Weimar with a degree of 
respect and consideration, which the most power- 
ful of his satellites never experienced. He eveii 
affected to do homage to the literary reputation 
of the town, and showered honours on the poets 
af Weimar, while he was suppressing universi- 
ties. The last time he was in Weimar was be- 
fore he led lip his troops to the battle of Lutzen. 

VOL. I. E 
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When he learned that part of the contingent of 
Weimar, as a member of the Confederation of 
the Rhine, had joined the Allies, he only said 
smiling, ** Cest la petite Yorckiade.*^ He re- 
quested the honour of a glass of Malaga from 
the hand of the Grand Duchess herself, observ- 
ing that he was getting old ; and, accompanied 
by the Grand Duke, and his second son. Prince 
Bernard, rode off to attack the enemy at LUt- 
zen. 

From this moment, till the thunder-clouds 
which collected at Leipzig had rolled themselves 
beyond the Rhine, this tranquil abode of the 
muses witnessed nothing but the horrors of -war 
in all their merciless perfection. That three 
such armies, as those of France, Russia, and 
Austria, were let loose on the exhausted land, 
includes in itself the idea of every possible mi- 
sery and crime ; but it was lamentable, that as 
much should be suffered from the declared libe- 
rators, as from the real oppressor, of Germany. 
The Russians fairly deserved the name which 
the wits of the north bestowed upon them, of 
being Germany's JRettungAesHen, or. Brutes of 
Salvation; but the Austrians far outstripped 
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them in atrocity, and fired the villages, atnid 
shouts of " Burn the hearts out of the Saxon 
dogs." There is something exquisitely absurd 
in an Austrian * imagining/ that any people of 
Cxermany can possibly sink so low as to be infe- 
rior to his own. That dreadful period has, in 
some measure, altered the character of these artr 
less, kindly people ; you can scarcely enter a 
cottage, that does not ring with dreadful tales 
out of these days of horror. Old village stories 
of witches on the Hartz, and legends of Num- 
ber Nip from the mountains of Silesia, have 
given place to village records of individual mis- 
fortune, produced by worse spirits than ev^r as- 
sembled on the Brocken, or obeyed Rubezahl 
in the clefts of the Schneekoppe. 

It was precisely by its sympathy, its active 
humanity, and self-denial amid these horrors, 
that the reigning family fixed itself so deeply in 
the afiections of the people. Every source of 
courtly expense was limited, or cut off, to meet 
the miseries of the ruined peasantry, and rebuild . 
the villages which had been laid in ashes. In 
the short space of a month, the murders of the 
soldiery, and epidemic disease, produced by liv- 
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ing in filth and starvation among the ruinst of the? 
villages, threw five hundred orphans on the coun- 
try. Nine were fOiind out of one family, with- 
out a rag to defend them agaihiit the chilling 
damps of an autumn night, cowering round the 
embers of their burned cottage, Watching by the 
corpses of their fether and mother. The ducal 
family, assisted by a share of the money which 
was raised in this country for the suffering Ger- 
mans, adopted these orphans. They have all 
been educated in Weimar, instructed in a pro- 
fession, and put in the way of exercising it. In 
the summer of 1821, they finished a small cha- 
pel, dedicated to the Providence that had led 
their childhood safe through so much misfor- 
tune, of which not only th6 walls, but all the 
furniture and ornaments, ecre the work of their 
own hands, each in the profession to which he 
was educated. 

It is almost a consequence of the literary cha- 
racter of Weimar, that nowhere on the continent 
is English more studiously cultivated. Byron 
and Scott are as much read, as well understood, 
and as fairly judged of by the Germans as among 
ourselves ; they have not merely one, but seve- 
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ral translations of the best of the Scottish No- 
vels. The Grand Duke himself reads a great 
deal of English. Besiideg his own private ^1- 
lection, the well-stored public library, whi^h is 
thrown open for the use of every body, contains 
«U our celebrated writers. What a chan^ in 
the course of half a century 1 The library of 
Frederick still stands in Sans Souci, as he leAit 
at his death, and does not contain a voluisie but 
what is French. In I>r Froriep's room^ at the 
Indugtri^Cknnpknr^ * one could imagine him- 
self lounging in Albemarle Street, inst^ of be- 
ing in a retired corner of Saxony ; the ;Qewspa- 
pers, the reviews, the philosophicid periodicals, 



* This Induttrie^omptoir is an establishment found- 
ed by the late Mr Bertucb, under the protection of the 
Grand Duke, for printing and engraving, and it has ah-eady 
become one of the inost imporcaot in Germany. Nearly 
three hundred persons are occupied ia printing boob, en- 
graving maps and drawings, partly ip copper, partly on 
stone, and constructing globes. The printing department 
is peculiarly active in the dissemination of foreign^ particu-* 
larly English, literature, by reprints and translations ; for 
Mr Bertuch was a scholar and a man of talent, and so u 
fais relation and successor, £>r Frorlep^ 
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are scattered about in all their variety, together 
with all the new books that are worth reading, 
and a great many that are not. 
• Gothe, too, is fond of English reading, and 
whatever. Gothe is fond of must be fashional^e 
in Weimar. He is an idolater of Byron, though 
he .holds that his Xordship has stolen various 
good things from him. Don Juan seems to be 
his favourite, but the paper and type really ap- 
peared to have no small share in the admiration 
with which he spoke of the work. Few things 
astonish the Germans more than bur typogra- 
phical luxury;, the port of London would not 
give them a higher idea of our national wealth 
than our ordinary style of printing, joined to 
the fact that, notwithstanding its costliness, a 
greater quantity of books is devoured by our 
population than by. any other in Europe. They 
are themselves very far behind in printing, 
partly because the cheapness of a book is essen- 
tial to its sale, partly because they have intro- 
duced few improvements in an art which they 
invented. A negotiation with a Berlin pub- 
lisher, for printing a translation of Playfair^s 
Chronology, was broken off, because " paper 
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cotdd not be found large enough for the tables." 
Dr Milliner was Astonished to find it stated in a 
magazine, that the few copies of Mr Oillies's 
version of the Sc/mldj which had been thrown 
ofiTfbr the author's friends, were elegantly print- 
ed ; *^ for,'* said he, " with us, on such an occa- 
sion, it is quite the reverse." 
• Though there 4xre carriages in Weimar, its 
little fashionable world makes no show in the 
ring; but, so soon. as winter has fiimished a suf- 
ficient quantity of snow, they indemnify them- 
selves by bringing forth their sledges. They are 
fond of this amusement, but they are not suffi- 
ciently far north to enjoy it in any perfection, 
or for any length of time. The sledges would 
be handsome, were not their pretensions to beau- 
ty firequently injured by the gaudy colours with 
which they are bedaubed. By the laws of sledge- 
driving, every gentlemen is entitled^ at the ter- 
mination of the excursion, to salute his partner, 
as a reward for having been an expert Jehu; and, 
if once in the line, it is not easy to drive badly. 
The wholly unpractised, or very apprehensive, 
plant a more. skilful servant on the projecting 
spars behind ; he manages the horses, while his 
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pcindpaU freed of the trouble, tenaciously re-* 
tains its recompetiee. The long line of glitter* 
ing carriages, the gay trappings of the horses, 
the sound of the bells with which they are cov- 
ered, and, except this not unpleasant tinkling, 
the noiseless rapidity with which the train glides 
through a clear frosty morning, like a &iry ca- 
valcade skimming along the earth, form a cheer- 
ing and picturesque scene. 

Few things would raise the wrath of afi £ng^ 
lish sportsman more than a German hare-hunt^ 
except, perhaps, an Hungarian stag-hunt, for the 
game is cut off from every chance of escape, be^ 
fore the attack is made« The Grand Duke of 
Weimar is an enthusiastic sportsman himself^ 
and, when he takes his gun, every respectable 
person may do the same and join his train. 
Peasants are used instead of grey*-hounds ; they 
surround a large tract of country, and drive the 
hares before them, into the hands of My or 
sixty sportsmen with double-barrelled guns« It 
is a massacre, not a hunt As the circle grows 
more confined, and only a few of the devoted 
animals survive, the amusement becomes nearly 
^^ diuigerous to the sportsmen as to the game ; 
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tbey shoot across eadbi otber in all directions ; 
and the Joffdmeisifir and his assistents find suf* 
ficient occupation both for their voices and their 
arms, here strikii^ down, there striking up a 
^barrel, to prevent the sportsmen, in the cpnfa- 
Msion, Jrom pouring the shot into each odier's 
bodies. A lai^e waggon, loaded with every 
thing essential to good cheer, attends. After 
the first circle has been exhausted, the sports^ 
men make merry, while the peasants are forming 
iL new one, in a different direction, and prepare 
.ing a similar murderous expedition. The pea- 
sants say, that, without this summary mode of 
^execution, they would be overrun with hares ; 
und they very naturally prefer having it in. their 
power to purchase dead hares for a price wUeh 
is next to nothing, to being eaten up by thon* 
.sands of them alive. 

The family of Wjeimar, besides sustaining so 
honourable a part in protecting die literature of 
Germany, likewise took the lead in the. introdac- 
tion of free, governments. The conclusion lof the 
war was fbllowed,.all -over Germany, by the cx- 
.pvsctation of ameliorated political institutions. 
The Congress of Viemia found it necessary, or 
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.prudent, to assume the appearance of liberality ; 
but, unfortunately, the article regarding this 
matter, in the Act of Congress, was couched in 
terms so general, as to leave it to the choice of 
every prince, (and so it has been interpreted in 
practice,) whether be would submit his preroga- 
tive to the restraints of a legislative body.* This 
disastrous ambiguity, whether the effect of acci- 
dent or artifice, was the origin of the popular ir- 
ritation which immediately ensued in different 
parts of Germany ; for, amid the variety of 
meanings of which the words were susceptible, 
the sovereigns naturally maintained, that only 
such expositions .were correct as implied the 
continuance of their ancient undefined authority. 
Some, like the King of Prussia, allowed, that 
the article bound them to introduce " Constitu- 
tions of Estates," but denied that it bound them 
to do so within any limited period ; and held, 
therefore, that it lay with themselves to decide, 
whether they should cease to be absolute princes 
five, or five hundred years hence. Others, who 
were willing to submit to a <' Constitution. of 
. Estates," explained these words of the Congress^ 
as meaning merely the old oligarchiqal estates, 
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not a. legislative body to controul, but an impo- 
tent body to advise ; not so much a parliament, 
aJs a privy council. A third party put this gloss 
on the article, that it only bound the sovereigns 
.to each other, but in no degree to their subjects. 
Dabelow of Gottingen, a man not unknown in 
the literary world, wrote a book in defence of 
this last proposition. The students of Gottin- 
gen reviewed his work, by affixing a copy to 
.the whipping-post, marching to the author's 
house, and hailing him with a thrice repeated 
pereat. 

In several of the states, particularly in the 
south, more honest and liberal sentiments have 
gradually prevailed; but it was Weimar that 
set the example. The Grand Duke, disdaining 
to seek pretexts in the Act of Congress, and jea- 
lous that any other $tate should take the lead in 
this honourable course, immediately framed for 
his people a representative government. He 
was assuredly the very last prince who could 
.have been exposed to the necessity of making 
concessions ; his two hundred thousand subjects 
would as soon have thought of compoiing a gos- 
pel for themselves, as of demanding any share ifx 
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the administration of pHblic affairs. When tht 
first elections took place under the new consti- 
tution, considerable difficulty was occasionally 
experienced in bringing up- the electors, parti*- 
enlarly the peasantry, to vote. In defiance of 
the disquisitions of tlie liberal professors of Jena, 
they could not see die use of all this machinery. 
^^ Do we not pay the Grand Duke for governing 
us,'* they said, *< and attending to the public 
business ? Why give us all this troi^le be- 
sides?' Nay, after the experiment of a repre- 
sentative body has been tried during seven years, 
many stUl assert, that matters went on quite as 
well, and more cheaply without them. 

This miniature parliam^t consists of thirty- 
one members, who fotm only one house. Ten 
are chosen by the proprietors of . estates- 
noble, ten by the citizens of the towns, ten 
by the peasantry, and one by the University 
of Jena. The last is elected by the Senatus 
Academieus, and, besides being a professor^^ 
must hare taken a regular degree in the juridi- 
cal faculty. At the general election, which oc- 
curs every seventh year, not only the represen- 
tatives themselves (Abgeordnekn) ate chosen. 
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but Hkewise a substitute (Stdlvertteter) for 
every member, in order that the re{)reseiitatioii 
may be always full« If the seat of a r^restm- 
tative become vacant b/ his death, resignation, 
or any supervenioit inci^acity, the substitute 
takes his place till the next general ek^tioq. 
The ten members for the nobility are chosen 
-directly by all the possessors of e$tates*noble, 
(Bmergater.J A patent of nobility gives the 
same right The vote does not bear reference 
to any iixed value of property ; it rests on the 
nature of the estate ; the possessor has a vote 
for every separate independent eis>tate of this 
kind i^hich he possesses, however tiifling, or 
however extensive it may be. The whole doc- 
trine off splitting superiorities and creating vbtes, 
in which the freeholders and lawyers of one part 
of our island have become so expert, would 
be thrown away on the Jurisconsults of Saxony. 
The privilege of granting patents of nobility 
would give the prince the power of creating 
electors at pleasure ; but the Grand Duke lias 
stripped himself of the prerogative of raising 
estates to this higher rank, in so far as the elec- 
tive franchise is concerned, by a provision in the , 
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constitution, that, in future, he shall erect Rit- 
tergiUer, to the effect of giving a vote, only with 
the consent of the chamber. Even ladies in 
possession of such estates have a vote ; but, if 
unmarried, they must vote by proxy. A county 
of female freeholders would afford the most 
amusing canvass imaginable. 

In the representation of the towns and peasant- 
ry, the election is indirect The towns are dis- 
tributed into ten districts, each of which sends 
one member. Weimar and Eisenach form dis- 
tricts of themselves, the former as being the capi- 
tal, and containing a population of seven thou- 
sand souls; the latter, as having some preten- 
sions to be considered a manufacturing town, and 
containing a population somewhat greater than 
that of Weimar. In these, .as well as in all the 
towns, great or small, which form the other dis- 
tricts respectively, every resident citizen has a 
vote, without distinction of religion ; even Jews 
possess the franchise, though they cannot be 
elected. ' The whole body of voters in a town 
choose a certain number of delegates, in the 
proportion of one for every fifty houses the town 
contains; and these deputies elect the member 
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for the district At least two-thirds of all the 
citizens having a right to vote must be present 
at the election of the delegates, and two*thirds of 
the delegates at the final election of the member. 
If no election takes place, in consequence of more 
than a third part of the electors being absent, all 
the expenses of afterwards proceeding to a new 
^election are borne by the absentees. The mem- 
ber for a district of towns must have a certain 
aiid independent income of about L.75 Sterling 
(500 rix dollars) if he be elected for Weimar or 
Eisenach, and L. 45 (SOO rix dollars) if he be 
'chosen to represent the towns of any other dis- 
trict. In estimating this income, no salary is 
taken into account, whether it be derived from 
the state or from a private person, whether paid 
for actual service, or enjoyed as a pension. 
• The election of the ten representatives of the 
peasantry proceeds exactly in the same way. In 
regard to them, likewise, the duchy is divided 
into ten districts : in each district all the peasants 
who are major, and have a house within it$ 
bounds, choose tlieir delegates in the same pro- 
portion to the number of houses as in the towns, 
and these delegates choose the member. The 
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member most be one of themselves ; they are not 
allowed to take him from the higher class ot* 
landed proprietors, which they certainly would 
easily have been brought to do, had it not been 
thus expressly prohibited. With the same view 
of preventing noble families from gaining undue 
influence in the l^slature, it is provided that 
neither brothers, nor father and son, shall be ca^ 
pnble of sitting in the chamber at the same time* 
The three sets of members thus elected, with 
the representative of Jena, form the jMudtOff or 
parliament of the duchy. They elect their own 
president, and the election is confirmed by the 
Grand Duke. He must be chosen from the no- 
bilily, and no person is eligible who is in the ser^ 
vice of government, or enjoys a salary irom it. 
He holds his office during twelve years, that is, 
twoparliaments, but thebouse which appoints Jiiiu 
may elect him for any longer period, or even for 
life. This is scarcely reconcileable with the strict 
elective principle ; for, as the president thus pas- 
ses from the dissolved chamber into the newone, 
the district for which he originally sat chooses 
one member less at the new election, and the new 
chamber itself finds itself under a president elect- 
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cd by its predecessor^. Two assistants are giT« 
«D him by tbe house, taken indiscriminately from 
the three estate, but they hold their office only 
ior three years, that ih ^or one session. The 
president, and these two assistants, (who have all 
salaries,) form what is called the Forttandf or 
Presidency of the chamber ; they are the organ 
through which it communicates with the Grand 
Duke : during the session, they have the general 
$uperintendence of the business; during ad- 
journments and prorogations, they remain in full 
activity to watch over the course of public af» 
fisurs, to prepare the matters of discussion that 
are likely to be brought before the chamber at 
its next meeting, to issue writs for new electiomi 
where vacancies have taken place, and to apply 
to the Grand Duke, if they shall think it neces- 
sary, to call an extraordinary meeting. Tlie 
chamber elects, moreover, its own clerk, pays 
him a salary, and may dismiss him at pleasure* 
Regularly the chamber meets only once in 
three years, but the Grand Duke, either of his 
own accord, or at the request -of the For^iand, 
may, at any time, call an extraordinary meeting. 
He has the prerogative likewise of dissolving it 
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at any time ; but, in that case, a new chamber^ 
must be elected withiii three months, otherwise 
the dissolved one revives ipso jure. The former 
members are always re-eligible. The members 
have full privilege of parliament ; their persons 
are inviolable from the commencement, till eight 
days after the close of the session ; they are se- 
cured in liberty of speech, and legal proceedings 
cannot be instituted against them without the 
consent of the chamber. During the session, 
they have an allowance of about ten shillings a^ 
day, besides a certain sum/ier mile to cover theii* 
travellihg expenses in coming to Weimar,, and 
returning home. The majority of voices deter- 
mines every question. The speaker has no cast- 
ing vote ;' in case of equality, there must be a se- 
cond debate and division ; and, if the chamber 
be still equally divided, the right of deciding is 
in the Grand Duke. In every case, his Royal 
Highness has an absolqte veto. 

The powers of the chamber extend to all the 
branches of legislation, and its consent is indis- 
pensable to thie validity of all legislative measures. 
As it meets only once in three years, the budget 
is voted for the whole of that period} but, a 
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Standing committee, consisting, besides the Pre-» 
sidency, of three members from the nobles, and 
three from the representatives of the towns or 
peasantry, continues, during the long adjourn- 
m^it, to examine annually the public accounts. 
The independence of the judges, and the liberty 
of the press, which had been introduced into the 
grand duchy before this constitution was framed, 
were confirmed by it. 

The chamber met for the second time in De- 
cember 1820, and sat no less than four months. 
The 'ceremonies at opening it consist of a speech 
from the Grand Duke, and a banquet in the 
palace. The members then proceed to busL- . 
liess, and, out of San Marino, there is nothing 
like the simple, honest, well-meaning legislators 
who are here brought together. The members 
elected by the noble proprietors, the professor 
from Jena, and, perhs^s, a few of those who re- 
present the towns, are men of education and ex- 
perience ; but most of the latter, and the repre- 
sentatives of the peasantry, are still more mode- 
rate in education than they are in fortune. Yet, 
in spite of their bluff countenances, homely man- 
ners, and shaggy coats, they bring with them 
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two ex<^eUent qti^Uties, a very modest distrust 
6f their own judgment) and a most laudable de- 
sire to be saving both of their own and of the 
public money. A county member, as the repre* 
sentatives of the peasantry may in some measure 
be reckoned, who happened to reside not far 
from Weimar, walked in every morning to the 
house with a sufficient quantity of rural viands 
in his pockets to satisfy the demands of the day, 
and walked home again in the afternoon, with 
his half guinea untouched. These men, as is 
perfectly natural, do not find themselves at hfione 
in the office of legislators ; the transmigration 
from respectable shopkeepers and small iarmen 
into members of parliament was too rapid to al- 
low them to move easily in their new dress ; for 
there had been nothing in their education, or 
previous habits of life, to prepare them to act 
in so very different a capacity. They have no 
reason to be ashamed of this ; an overweening 
trust in their own qualifications would be no de«- 
sirable symptom ; every man of sense must feel 
the same uneasiness which they did, at bdng call- 
ed from bargaining about rye and black cattle. 
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to deliberate on measrures of finance, and decide 
questions of public law. 

To this wapft of experience, and the want of 
self-confidence which results from it, are to b^ 
ascribed several errors info which they have fal- 
len- For instance, they cemmitted a great blun* 
der in shutting their doors against the public ; 
and it is worthy of notice, as a matter of pbliti-, 
cal opinion, that, on this point, they hate stub- 
bornly refused to gratify the Grand Duke. In 
the speech with which he closed the preceding 
session, he had stated his wish that, at their ne:!tt 
meeting, they would consider the propriety of. 
throwing open their deliberations to the people^ 
and that he desired this publicity himself. TTiey 
did deliberate ; but the small manufacturers and 
small farmers, with all their plain sense and bo- 
nest intentions, were so terrified at the idea of 
beiiig laughed at for oratorical deficiencies, that 
they determined, by a great majority, to keep 
their doors shut, but resolved to print, now and 
then, an abstract of their journals for the infor- 
mation of the public, always under the proviso 
that no names should be mentioned. Luden, 
Professor of History at Jena, iminediately let 
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loose upon them bis nervous and logical, but 
cutting pen, and rendered them infinitely more 
ridiculous than they could possibly have made 
themselves by dull speeches. 

They committed a still more serious mistake 
in the case of Dr Oken, the Professor of Natural 
History. This gentleman had lost his chair in 
the University of Jena, for scolding Prince Met- 
temich, and laughing at the King of Prussia. 
He had been dismissed without any judicial in- 
quiry or sentence, because he would not give up 
the publication of a journal which other courts 
considered revolutionary. He and his friends, 
therefore, loudly maintained that his dismissal 
was illegal, and the matter came regularly be- 
fore the Chamber in the shape of a question, 
whether the Grand Duke could legally dismiss 
a public servant, without good cause ascertained 
according to law ? This way of putting the ques- 
tion showed, of itself, that they had no clear 
idea of the dispute, for it placed ministers of 
state and public teachers, or even judges, on 
the same footing. The answer which they gave 
to it was still less satisfactory ; for they decided, 
though by a very small majority, that the Grand 
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Duke does possess this prerogative ; but, at the 
same time, they voted an address, in vtrhich they 
prayed him to give them an assurance, that, till 
they should find time to concoct a remedial en- 
actment, he would not dismiss any other public 
servant, in the same v^ay.* The answer of his 
Royal Highness was rather touchy, and sounded 
very like a reproach that they should think him 
capable of doing any thing illegal. 

There is a Censorship ; but, as it is a child of 
foreign birth, which Weimar has been compelled 

* This vote Daturally excited much anger, and spread 
some dismay^ among the gentlemen of the University ; it 
has had no small influence in qualifying their admiration of 
the popular body. The lawyers among them maintain, to 
a man, that it is in the very teeth of the law. One of llie 
most distinguished of them said to me, with some bitterness, 
' *^ Oken deserved it for his silly confidence in the representa- 
tives of the people, whom he delighted to honour and laud. 
He v^ould hear of nothing but a discussion before the Cham- 
ber, and now he can judge better what sort of thing the 
Chamber is. Hud he made his application to the Supreme 
' Court of Justice, instead of petitioning his representatives 
' of the people, he would have kept his chair, and the Chara- 
^ ber would have been saved from msking itself ridiculous." 



120 WElttfAR. 

to adopt, it^ existence is no stain on the ebaTa<v 
ter of the government The constitution esta- 
blished the freedom of the press, restricted onlj 
by the necessary resp<Misibility in a conrt of law, 
and the constitution itself was guartoteed by the 
Diet Greater powers, however, not only held 
it imprudent to concede the same right to their 
own subjects, but considered it daiigerous thail 
it should be exercised by any people speaking 
the same language. The resolutions of the 
Congress of Carlsbad were easily converted into 
ordinances of the Diet, and Weimar was forced, 
by the will of this supreme authority, to receive 
a Censorship. Nay, she has occasionally been 
,compelled to yield to external influence, which 
did not even use the formality of acting through 
the medium of the Diet. Dr Render was the 
editor of a Weimar, newspaper called the " Op- 
position Paper," (Das OpposUions^BkUt,) - a 
journal of decidedly liberal principles, and ex- 
tensive circulation. When it was understbod 
that the three powers intended to crush the Nea- 
politan revolution by force, there appeared in 
this paper one or two articles directed against 
the justice of armed interference. They passed 
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over uilOPtieed ; biM? in a couple of momhs, the 
Congress of Troppau assemMed, and forlhwith 
uppesred an edict of tke Qrand Ihike suppriess- 
iag the paper. No one kid the blame on the 
ga^emokmU Every body in Weimar sud, << An 
order has come down from Troppau." The po- 
litics of Russia must always find an open door 
in the cafainiet of Weimar, for the consort of the 
heiTHipparent is a sister of the Russian Auto- 
cnit> and enjoys the reputation of being a prin- 
cess of more than ordinary talent. Her hus- 
band possesses the virtues^ rather than the abi- 
lities of his parents* 

. In faotp from the moment the liberty of the 
pcess was established, W»mar was regarded 
with an evil ,eye by the potentates who prepon- 
derate in the Diet. In less than three years 
tbere were six journals published in Weimar 
and. Jena, devoted whoUy, w in part, to polili- 
eal discussion, and three c£ them edited by pro- 
^ssors.of distu^uished name in Gierman learn- 
ing. Their politics were all in the same strain; 
earnest pl^eadings £br representative constitutions, 
and very provoking, thon^ veyy sound disqui- 
aitioost on the ine£cae)rof the new form of con- 

VOL. I. F 
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federative government to which Grermany has 
been subjected. At Weimar no fault was found 
with all this ; more than one of these journals 
were printed in the InduOne-Ckmiidoiri an esta- 
blishment under the peculiar protection of 'the 
Grand Duke. But a difiPerent party, and par- 
ticularly the government press of some other 
courts, took the alarm, and raised an outcry 
against Weimar, as if all the radicals of Europe 
had. crowded into this little territory, to hatch 
rebellion for the whole continent. Every oc- 
currence was made use of to throw odium on 
the liberal forms of her government, or torment 
its administrators with remonstrances and com- 
plaints. The Grand Duke really had some rea- 
son to say, that Jena had cost him more uneasi- 
ness than Napoleon had ever done. By dis- 
placing some, suspending others, and frighten- 
ing all ; by establishing a Censorship, and occa- 
sionally administering a suppression, the press 
of Weimar has been reduced to silence or indif- 
ference. 

These free institutions were in no $ense the 
creation of the, public mind, or the public wish- 
es, for the people had never thought about the 
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matter, and felt immoveably that they could not 
be better governed than they had hitherto been. 
*They were as completely a voluntary gift as 
could well be bestowed ; they were the work of 
the sovereign himself, and a few men of honesty 
and talent, setting themsdves down to frame as 
eflfective, and yet, as the nature of the case re- 
quired, as simple an organ as possible, by which 
the public opinion, if so inclined, might controul 
the government What they have done is ho- 
nourable to their liberality and prudence. Setting 
aside the supreme controul of the Diet, to which 
neither the wishes nor the interests of prince and 
people conjoined can oppose any resistance, if 
the pe^leof the grand duchy be misgoverned, 
they can hKve only themselves to blame ; for the 
constitution of their legislative body is sufficient- 
ly popular, and its powers, if duly exercised, 
are sufficiently effective. Hitherto they have ta- 
ken little interest in what it does. Except among 
meniof liberal education, repining professors and 
silenced editors, find neither attention nor sym- 
pathy. . In Weimar itself, during the session of 
the Chamber, you seldom hear public matters 
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iMiyerted to; tkey are «tiU too foreign to all 
their habits to occupy the citizens. You may 
possibly Btumhl^ occasionally oa a ccmple of du- 
cal statesmen discussing some point in a a>mer 
at a partyi or during a walk in the park ; or, 
at a table d'hote» (fioa*, if practicable, the house 
pays regular defermice to the dinner-hour,) a 
member may let out tom^ dark liints pf what 
passed within doors; but in society they are 
never heard of; political discussions and politi- 
cal parties are tiiere unknown* The coteries of 
Weimar still ke^ by the song and the jest, 
poetry and painting, the newest play or ro- 
mance, or the adventuiKs of the last sledge- 
party to Belvedere or Berka ; and nobody, save 
the professors of Jena, seems to care one bxtix" 
ing how the one and thirty may be earning their 
ten shillings a-day. Tliis lies partly in the Ra- 
tional character. Tliey are young in political 
life, and» like all their countrymen, get on slow- 
ly, though surely, lliis is the temper whieh 
wears best; for^ in political ednoatioo, more 
than in any oth^r, precocity is the bane of depth 
and soundness. Die Zeii Magt BtmBf says 
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theiir avm proverb ; ^ k lakf likewise 6#^ an 
interest iii public nffaitSy and a knowfed|ge tt 
(HUblic duties. 

Since the lenmnatictti of the #ar left the g«»- 
termtieiit its own m^»9ter, it has tery wisely 
avoided that • afifeetatien of mlifitarj pa^i^de^ by 
win«A< A^ b«»»u«iik £i i ti iu» iM ^ often Midfered 
Aemselves ridicidous, and rumckl theii-&Mtee*«. 
Except fte few husiWs^ iirho act as sentiii^li^ ^ 
the palace^ and occasionally e^seort i^hlffiibifiAts 
dki a joiDmey, yen niay traverise iSiegraiiA dvt^h^ 
witkont niee&ig a xioSfbrttL llow> hewev^, AM 
th^ Diet has nfttmately aitanged the txi^ckrf 
contingents of the confederates^ Weim^ #ii 
have to support tat sMiy ^f tw^^ thdnsand ja^i<^. 
It will be better able to beai" the butden, than 
the still smaller states wlddi are clustered to» 
gether in the neighbourhood. Hie Grand Duke 
is within a day's journey of the territories of n6 
fewer than twdve sovereign prin<^es. Prussia 
is the leviathan that is nearest him; Bfi^varia, 
Royal Saxony, and Ciassel, are within his reach, 
and are also politically important. Then comes 

• Time briogs roses. 
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Weimar itself, like a firstrborn, among the al- 
lied Saxon houses of Gotha, Cobourg, Mein- 
ungen, and Hilburghausen. In the vanishing 
point of the perspective appear the " Wee wee 
German Lairdies," the double branches of the 
lines of Reuss and Schwarzenburg. « . 

There is a party in.rTpnmo»yji«-kiJ« aiaH-moKsy 
how hnvp these petty princes been allowed to re- 
tain their independence, when so many others, 
whose separate existence was in no respect more 
injurious to the unity and respectability of the. 
common cou^try, have been reduced to therank- 
of subjects ? What has saved Reuss or Sond^s-^ 
hausen, when Tour and Taxis has, been media- 
tized? Their .voices in the Diet can never be 
their own ; for, though they possess eyery ratio 
of monarchs, except the uUima^ what they want 
is exactly the essential part of political oratory. 
They necessarily become instruments in the 
hands of the more powerful; and, so long as 
they continue to exist, memorials of an empire 
which is gone, rather than living efficient mem- 
bers of the German people, the country can ne- 
ver be redeemed from foreign tutelage, or ac- 
quire that native union which alone can give it the 
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dignity of an independent state. The theory of 
thi3 party accordingly is, that all foreign powers 
shkll be stripped of their German dominions. 
Even Prussia and Austria are to be considered 
extraneous monarchies; .for, though they may 
be useful as allies, they will only be dangerous 
as curators, and curators, they will be, if they 
are included at all. Then, all the states below 
second rates are to be blotted out, and their 
territories so apportioned among the pure Ger- 
man powers of some importance, such as Baya- 
ria, Wirtemberg, Saxony, and Hanover, that 
there shall be two powerftd kingdoms in the 
north, and two in the south. Germany, they 
say, having thus four efficient, instead of forty 
inefficient monarchs, will command respect from 
all the world. England, alas ! has np chance 
for either of the two northern crowns. The 
very first step to be taken is to strip us of Han- 
over, and this party rails furiously at the Con- 
gress, for having allowed our royal family to 
retain it. Even the free towns are to fall, for 
they are considered as merely English factories, 
which ruin native industry ; and the twin mo- 
narchs of the north are to be specially charged 
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with the duty of liberating God's ocean from 
our ixuuritime yoke. Such was the plan detail- 
ed in the Ms* ams SMrDewtsddtmd^ a work whicli 
it cost the police a great deal of trouUe to sup- 
press. We may amgratnlate onrsetres^ that 
the dictators of GenoAny have agreed to consi* 
der these doctrines as revoliitioiiary ; that, at all 
events, in the present state of the vcxrld^ ihey 
ate impracticable \ and that the Rhine, the 
Neckar^ and the Main> are nroch nK>re prolific 
in good wines thttQ in expert seamen. 
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CHAPTER III. 



JSNA. 



Stosst an ! Jeiift lebe ! hurrah hoch ! 

Jena StudaU Hynm, 

The vicinity of Jenas always one of the most 
distinguished, and, of late years, by far the most 
notorious of the German universities, is, to a 
' stranger, no small recommendation of Weimar 
as a temporary residence; for a week of the 
courtly society and enjoyments of the one, inter- 
changed with a week among the raw students 
and learned professors of the other, forms a plea- 
sant ahematioii. The pecnliftrities of the Bur-^ 
schen-Ufe, * considered merely as matters of ob- 

* It 18 necesMufy to mentioD, once for all, that the ^ord 
Bursche, though it only meads a young feUaw, has been 
appropriated by the students, all over Germany^ to desig- 
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servation are seen to much less advantage in the 
large capitals^ than in what are properly termed 
university towns; towns, that is, which, in a 
great measure, have been formed by the pre- 
sence of the university, and are dependent upon 
it In Berlin, for example, however much the 
Burschen may be inclined to tyrannize, they feel 
that they are but as a drop in the ocean ; they 
are not sufficiently numerous, in reference to the 
population, to be personages of importance. Be- 
sides the keen eye with which a military police, 
like that of Berlin, watches all their vagaries, 
and the promptitude with which it would sup- 
press them,, the ridicule of two hundred thou- 
sand inhabitants is more than the students 
could well endure, while the manhood of such a 
population is more than the most persevering 
Bobadil amongst them would undertake to deci- 
mate. It is in towns which consist of scarcely 



nate themselves. They have agreed to consider them- 
selves as being, par excellence, the young fellows of Ger- 
many. Dm Burschenleben, for example^ means, not the 
mode of life of young men in general, but only of young 
men at college. 
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any thing but the university, and in which the 
inhabitants are dependeht on the presence of 
some hundreds of young men from all the coun- 
tries of the Confederation, that the sect appears 
in its true form and colour. In these, the Bur- 
schen themselves constitute the public ; in these, 
no taint of extraneous civilization mars the pu- 
rity of their own roughness and caprices ; and, 
so far from acknowledging any superior, they 
recognise no equal. These little towns are the 
empires of Comments, Landsmannschaften, and 
Renommiren ; of beer-*drinking and duel-fight- 
ing; of scholars who set their masters at defi- 
ance, and masters who, for the sake of fees, oc- 
casionally truckle to their scholars; and nowhere 
do all these elements of the beau ideal of a mo- 
dern German university concur in greater per- 
fection than in Jena. 

Jena is a few miles to the eastward of Wei- 
mar, and stands in a much more pleasing dis- 
trict of country on the Saal. The ground sepa- 
rates into two lofty, precipitous, rocky ridges, 
presenting a striking regularity and uniformity 
of structure, but so bare, that even in summer no 
covering of verdure conceals the brown stone. 
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These tidges terminate abruptly close by the 
Saal» which meanders through a very de^htfol 
vaUey, where the rich meadow in the bottiMn, 
the coltiyated dopes of the hiUs the cottages and 
hamleta peeping out from tufias of cc^sewood, or 
lurldng beneath andent ehns, are all in a pure 
style of rural beauty. The river itself is a con- 
siderable and limpid stream, altogetiier majestic 
in comparison with the muddy -Urn of Weimar. 
It is no wonder that CSolhe prefers Jena to the 
capital for hia summer residence. The town it- 
self lies between the foot of ^ abrupt eminences 
and the river. There is nothing about it worthy 
of remark. Many of the houses display a great 
deal of the ornamental, but somewhat grotesque, 
style of building whicli, ^onetime, was so com- 
mon in the south of Germany, and of which 
Augsburg, in particular, is still so full. 

Before descending into the town by a road 
which, in winter at leasts is among the very worst 
in Europe, the traveller passes the field of battle 
of 1806, of diat melancholy day when 

— — Prussia hastened to the Md, 

And grasped the spear, but left the shield. 
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Looking at the nature ci the ground, the de- 
£ie$ which the French army had to pass, the as- 
cents which it had to climb, and the batteries 
which it had to eneonnter, as it advanced from 
Jena, a person, who is no tactician, finds it diffi- 
<;ult to concehre how the Prussians contrived not 
only to lose the battle, but to lose it so thorough- 
ly, that it decided the fate of the monarchy. 
Yet there are few things more absurd than the 
contempt with which, from die period of this un- 
fortunate battle, it becamefashionable for France, 
and the partial friends of France in other coun- 
tries, to speak of the Prussian military, an igno- 
rant affectation which even the gigantic efforts of 
the Liberation War have not been able entirely 
to explode from among ourselves. A single 
battle may decide the fate of an empire, but can 
never decide the military character of a people. 
If France, under Napoleon, conquered at Jena, 
Prussia, under Frederick, had been equally tri- 
umphant at Rossbach. "Whatever errors Prus- 
sia may have committed on the heights of Auer- 
stadt, have all been virashed out by the waters of 
the Bdber and the Katzbach. 

The university was founded in the middle of 
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the seventeenth century, by the sovereign princes 
of the Ernestine branch of the house of Saxony, 
Weimar, Ootha, Cobourg, and Meinungen. It 
is the joint property of these little monarchs, who 
likewise sbp>re the patronage among them. In 
practice, however, the professors are named only 
by Weimar and Gotha; for Cobourg and Mein- 
ungen have transferred their right to the latter, 
having probably found that the power of nomi* 
nating the fourth part of. a professor was not 
worth the expense which the partnership impos- 
ed upon them. . By the constitution of the uni- 
versity, the new professor should be selected 
from a list of three candidates given in by the Se- 
natus Academicus; but the Senate has allowed 
this privilege to go so entirely into disuse, that, 
for a long time, not even the form has been re- 
tained, and the sovereign nominates directly to 
the vacant chair. The privilege is said to have 
been abused by the faculties. I was assured by 
members of the university that the senate has 
been known, from mere envy of superior talent, 
to pass by a man of acknowledged genius, and 
give in a list of three acknowledged blockheads. 
, The constitution of the university is the same 
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with that which prevails all over Germany. It 
consists of the four usual faculties, the Theolo- 
gical, Juridical, Medical, and Philosophical, 
though, in some instances, the distinction be- 
tween them is not very accurately observed. 
As every thing not included under the first 
three is referred to the philosophical faculty, 
and as these had been established long before 
many branches of knowledge rose to the rank of 
separate sciences, the philosophical faculty as- 
sumes a most heterogeneous appearance; Greek 
and Chemistry, Logic and Mineralogy, Belles- 
Lettres and Botany, stand side by side in the aca- 
demical array. For the ordinary departments of 
study, there are three sets of instructors. The 
ordinary professors are, as their name imports, 
the proper corporation : they constitute the fa- 
culties, receive salaries, elect from among them- 
selves the members of the senate, confer the de- 
grees, exercise the jurisdiction, and appoint the 
inferior officers of the university. Jena has twen- 
ty-eight; four theologians, no fewer than nine ju- 
risconsults, five medical, and ten philosophical 
professors. The extraordinary professors are in 
a manner volunteers ; they have no seat in the 
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faculty, no share in the authority of the eorpo- 
ration, and receive either no salary, or a very 
trifling one. , The third class, Dotkjres privch 
tim doeenitSj have in reality nothing to do with 
the university, except that they are under its 
protection, and have its authority to teach; 
they are merely young men^ who, having taken 
a diploma in some one of the faculties, have ob* 
tained the permission of the senate to give lee* 
tures, if they can find hearers. There are like- 
wise attached to the university, as every where 
else in Germany, teachers of the principal mo- 
dem languages, and masters, moreover, in rid- 
ing, fencing, dancing, music, and drawing. AU 
these, to be sure, are in reality only private 
teachers, but they are an indisp^isable appen^ 
dix to the university, and, in the eyes of great 
part of the students, this appendix, like the 
postscript of a lady's letter, is the most import- 
ant member of the Alma Maten A professor 
of law or theology might be of moderate attain- 
ments without doing much mischief; but few 
would think of attending a university which did 
not possess able masters in fencing, riding, and 
dsoicing. Hie first of these three is the only 
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personage whom die Burschen recognise as ^•- 
crosanct 

The salaries of the professors are sfnall, for 
bow can so poor and insignificant a country be 
munificent in its learned institutions? They 
ttsed to be four hundred rix dollars; within 
these few years they have been raised to fiire 
hundred, a sum which does not exceed L. 80^ 
and is little more than what is required to bring 
a respectable student through a well-spent year 
at Oottingen* This rale, however; is not id- 
ways strictly observed. . When it is wished to 
bring a person (^ eminence to the universiQr, 
and the man knows his own value, (which be 
generally does.) it is neither unusual nor impro- 
per to find him higgling for a hundred or two 
hundred dollars more. The teachers are thus 
very far firom b^ng indep^Klent of the students 
and their fees, a dependence which has brought 
with it both good and bad cmiseqiiences* It 
has been useful, bs competition always is, by 
urging the pl^ofeSsors to acquire reputa^n, that 
they might acquire hearers; but it has been inju- 
rious in seducing them to court popularity by 
relaxing the reins of discipline, and overlooking 
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many of the evils of the Burschen-life, that they 
might draw crowds to their university by giving 
it the character of being the one where the fol- 
lies and vices of the system which German stu- 
dents have established for their own govern- 
ment, were least exposed to punishment and re- 
straint The fee, like the salary, varies with 
the reputation of the teacher. The usual fee 
for a. session is five rix dollars, (15s. 6d.) yet 
there are instances of a sturdy higgler beating 
down even. this trifling sum. On the other 
hand, there are prelections, especially in the me- 
dical faculty, which go as high as a guinea. In 
other branches of expense, the German student 
has not the same overwhelming advantage ; but 
altogether, living as a respectable Bursche would 
wish to do, he can enjoy, for half the money, 
the same education he could command in Scot- 
land, The English universities, in their gene- 
ral character, never come into question ; they are 
seminaries for particular classes. A distinguish- 
ed member of the juridical faculty at Jena was 
particularly inquisitive about the econoinical re- 
lations of his brethren in Britain. When I 
spoke to him of a professor of law, in Edin* 
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burgh, for example^ adding to his salary the fees 
of a body of three hundred students atfour guineas 
a head, for five months' labour, the astonished 
jurisconsult could only exclaim, ^^ O das geaeg- 
npi^ raauanr — **^vvTiat a blessed flock !" 

Even the fees, moderate though they be, are 
but of recent origin. In the original constitu- 
tion of the German universities, there was no 
provision for honoraries ; during many years, the 
professors continued to deliver their lectures gra- 
tis. Michaells of Gottmgen was among the first 
who openly attacked the system, and a revolu- 
tion, so desirable to the teachers, was speedily 
accomplished. The professors argued thus : By 
law we must give lectures gratis, but that is no 
reason why we should not likewise give others, 
not gratis, to those who are willing to pay for 
them ; and if we only take care that the former 
shall be good for nothing, and reserve for the 
latter all that is worth knowing, every body who 
wishes to learn will choose to pay. This prin- 
ciple once adopted, the progress of the thing was 
quite natural, and the distinction between public 
and private lectures in a German program be- 
comes perfectly intelligible. The professors gra- 
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dually introdnced a scfparaite course of prelee- 
tkm^j which thejr called private, and for whk* 
they exacted fees. The public^ that is, the gra- 
tis lectures, rapidly became sHperficial and uii- 
interesting, while everything important in Ok*^ 
^science which he taught was reserved, by the jwo- 
fessor, for the golden jmm^m. The natural c^nt^ 
sequence Was, that public or gratis lectures di£H 
fqppeared, and what were called private took their 
piflee. These private lectures are^ ifi eveiy re- 
«peetj except that 6f expense, the old pulblic le6^ 
tures ; they are given in the same place, m^6 
some way, on the same topics, but they must be 
p^d for; bec^se it has unavoidably come to 
this, that a student as little thul&s of attending, 
as a professor of delivering, public lectures in 
the old sense of the Word. A student could not 
find a sufficient number of them to complete any 
course ; and, though he did, to take advantage 
of them would make him be regarded by his 
fellows as a charity-school boy. Among the 
host of professors at Jena, there are few who 
have ever read a publicum in their lives ; and 
they are perfectly right. If it be bad in a 
ivealthy government to make public instructors 
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independe^t c^intellectaal exertion, it would be 
preposl»n>us in a poor one, which cannot giye 
them a decent independence^ to deny them the 
fruits of their intellectual labour. Even where 
a wandering puMice makeis its appearance, it 
i^ uniformly accompanied with some such sig- 
nificant phrase as, Aom ei diebus commodis ; 
or, adhuc defitiiendis i or the subject of the 
promised prelections has little to do with the de- 
partment in question. Thus Lenz, the Profestor 
of Mineralogy, announced, for his private course, 
mineralogy, and geo^osy ; but, for his public 
coiu*se, and that, too, only hora commodoy — 
German Antiquities ! Some of the professors 
give a third course, which is announced as priva* 
timmif aqd must be paid for at a still higher 
rate than the simply private. Thus, the Pro- 
fesscMT of Anatomy ofiers to explain Celsus, and 
the Professor of Medicine to give lectures on 
animal magnetism, privatimmef-'-^ceTtaioly the 
only W9,y in which animal magnetism should be 
taught by any man who does not wish the cheat 
ta be discovered. * 

* This delusion, after faaying been argued and scoffed 
out of the world, half a century ago, is regaining favour in 
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No better proof of Aeir love of fees, and, what 
is much better, of their proverbial industry, can 

Germany. It is a remarkable thing that a people so plod- 
ding and so gi?en to matter of fact, as we commonly sup- 
pose the Germans to be, should be so eauly captivated by 
the most fanciful delusions. From Van Helmont down to 
Gall and Spurzheim, they have been the dupes of a thou- 
sand phydcal and physiological dreams ; craniology and 
anitaial magnetism have equally led them astray. Devo- 
tion to the former of these occult sciences seems to have 
been handed over to ourselves, for the sect is much more 
powerful^ and better organized, in Edinbuigh than in 
Vienna ; and, if its doctrines do not lead to materialism, 
phrenology is, at least, an innocent dream. AAimal mag- 
netism, however, though a deceit of a much more serious 
complexion, is not only reckoned worthy, as is stated in 
the text, of being the subject of prelections t>y a grave me- 
dical professor in an university of reputation^ but the same 
gentleman is one of the conductors of a journal devoted to. 
explain the principles, and commemorate the triumphs, of 
this sensual romance. It has led, however, to certain 
scenes of domestic misery and dishonour, which will be 
much more effectual in restraining its progress, than periods 
of invective, or volumes of argument. A very melancholy 
instance occurred in Beriin in 1820, one which was still 
the great topic of conversation when I was shortly after- 
wards in that capital, for it had been kept alive by a judi« 
cial investigation on a criminal chaige preferred against 
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be found than the numerous subdivisions into 
which they break down their particular depart- 

Dr W ^the actor in the affiiir^ the great apottle of the 

doctrine in Prussia^ and, moreover, a professor in the uni- 
versity. The unfortunate victim was a young lady of very 
rftpectable family. She had been led, by curiosity, to vi- 
sit the apartments in which the Doctor performs the mag-: 
netical process on a number of patients, in presence of each 
other; and it is at once a very decisive, and a very intel- 
ligible fact, in that science, the females are found to be. 
much apter subjects for the influences of this black art 
than the other sex. In the course of the judicial exami- 
nations, rendered necessary by the unhappy issue of the 
affair, the mysteries of these magnetizing-rooms were part- 
ly brought to light ; and though there was nothing in them 
positively scandalous or indecent, there was a great deal 
that ^as ridiculous and Paphian, and of a most improper 
tendency. According to the testimony of the young lady^ 
when she first visited the rooms, accompanied by a female 
friend, the wizard received them in a spacious and. ele- 
gant apartment. Voluptuous odours breathed from every 
comer, and, united with the moderate temperature, produced 
an effect which the.fair one described, with great naivete, as 
being '' like a May evening among roses." She and her 
companion were requested not to utter a syllable, lest the 
solemn work might be disturbed. The patients, all ladies, 
and ladies of fortune, (for their carriages were in waiting,) 
were arranged round the room on sofas, sound asleep ; 
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]gwilt9» Goarerting each into the sabject*inatter 
rf a separate course, and not unfrequently supers 



some were sittings others were reclining quite along a sofa, 
others had more decorously thrown themseWet back in the 

corner. The Doctor bent his head over one of them, and 

• 

gently lisped, My dear young lady, how long will you still 
sleep? To this Hibernian interrogation, the sleeping 
beauty answered, in a languishing^ broken voice, St-st-still 
ha-half-an-hour.— Dr. Where are you just now ?^Ladjf, 
tJnder a blooming elder tree. — Dr. What do you see ? — 
L, A knight,— Dr. What is he like?— Z. He's a hand- 
some fellow. — Dn Are you speaking with him ? — L, Yes. 
— Dr. What about?— X. About all sorts of things. — Dr, 
What are you catching at ? — L. At the rose of Jericho. — 
Dr. What do you mean by that ? Here the lady's botany 
had failed her; for she made no answer, squeezed herself 
into the comer of the sofa^ and slept on in silence. The 
Doctor, therefore, assured his visitors, that this was oo 
complete crisis, but that he would immediately show them 
wonders; and truly, if what follows be not a wonder^ the 
age of miracles 'must be allowed to have finally passed 
away. He began his conversation with a second sleeping 
beauty with the same question ; Will you sleep long, my 
young lady? — L. Yes; at least half-an-hour.— Dr. Per- 
haps you would take something?— X. Yes, Doctor, yes. — 
Dr. What would you wish to have ? — L. A piece of al- 
mond cake, and a glass of Malaga.— Dr. Shall I bring 

1 
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adding to theto prelections which appear to 
have little connection with their proper business. 

itto you ^'-Zr. Oh no; do you take it for me, and that 
does just at well. The Doctor takes the viands from a 
• cup-board^ in which such cooling medidnes seem to have 
been always kept in readiness, and putting into his mouth 
a hit of the biscuit, and some of the wine, continues. How 
doesittaste?—** Excellent," answered the lady, mimick- 
ing the lict of eating and swallowing, ** Excellent, the cake 
has so balsalnic an odour ! the Malaga is so sweet and 
agreeable I But, dear Doctor, eat and drink a great deal ; 
do you hear?— a great deal; — and kt it be good, right 
good;— do you understand me? By Nardini !— Yes, by 
^alrdini ! who bakes such excellent trifles ?— Do you hear, 
dear Doctor? — Trifles! — ah! that's what gives one 
strength;— -do you understand me?" But the Doctor 
seemed to think this crisis rather too complete ; for, knit- 
ting his browS) he said, ** You are sleeping too long, Miss ;" 
ma^le various motions with his hands, which dispelled, in 
an instant, the magnetical repose, and recalled to herself 
the elumbering admirer of Nar(Kni's trifles. As it was 
getting late, she wished her carriage to be called ; but the 
Doctor thought it proper that she should compose her- 
self, after so violent a crisis. He, therefore, again sawed 
the air with his fingers, stared her right in the face, and, 
in the twinkling of an eye, she was again fast asleep. He 
next approached a third, on whom he promised to display 
tbe highest excellence of his art. He laid his right hand 
VOL. I. o 
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Every professor, though appointed to teach a 
-particular science, is left to his own discretioaas 

on the pft of her heart, and, with his ieft, took hold<of 
her ri^t hand. Every motion he now made was Rfieated 
by the sleepng patient. He yawned, Jighed^' kufl^^ 
coughed ; she yawned, sighed, kugbed, -and cdughed alttig 
with him. All moUons with his lip% arms, and hands^ were 
immediately repeated. He Ind a letter <m h&e lap; «he 
passed her fingers over the lines, and tejpeaUA the conteBU 
correctly. '' Are yon now convinced ?*' ^Eolaiined IM 
Doctor in triumph. 

The lady depart^, still in doubt{ but liiese amusiag 
scenes had so far shaken iier original scepticism^ that tke 
magician easily prevuled upon lier to arrive at ^enlMpfy, 
by having the truth displayed in her own person. The 
process was carried on in her father's house. 43110 was 
placed on a sofii; the Doctor took a seat opposite to herp 
stared her stedfastly in the faoe> and her eyes b^jlm fi» 
olbse involuntarily. After an esiordlums which I4o «e| 
choose to translate^ he described wavii^ lines up«n -the 
^hpulders^ arms, and breast, with the points of bis petftt<* 
med fingers, and an imposing soli»nnil;y of gesture. Iib^ 
experiments were repeated with triumphant success, soaoe- 
times in the presence of ^ lady's mother and sistersi te^ 
when others were pretent^ the magneHc infltgence itm umi^ 
formly iess vivacious. To the poor girl, conviction and 
ruin came together; a miscreant could find little diffioul- 
ty in abusing the mental imbecility which must alwi^a 
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to the maimer ininiddi he ^all teach it; and the 
Protestant nniyersities are accustomed to boast 



accompany tocfa Tolnptnoin fanatiebm, and the MBsual if- 
ritaHon withoot wincli the mnonucf tdence iuf sot even a 
fii«t. Ioaaiioteiiteriafe9 the detdlsof tbe jaiserableaDd 
diigusling circunistances which followed. Excess of vil- 
hmy brought the whole affiur before a court of justice, and 
the Priisnan, public It wav clear, that what was to become 
the living witness of their gmltj^ liad met with Ibid pH^, 
and uie enraged rather preferred egamst Ihe prcfosjor an 
l^ccusatioB of a crime wliicli is next to surder, or rather, 
whidi tbrfAtens adouUe murd^. The jadgei ordered the 
r^dpes oi certain inedidnes which the Doctor had adipi- 
•aistered to the ladj to be submitted to three medical gen- 
tlemen for their opinion. The report of these gentlemen 
taidered It imposnble to convict Dr W-*^ of baviBg used 
the drugs ^irecdy for his hrfaaeuf purpose; hut as^incer-i 
isiin dccumstaoces, their indirect operation would lead tD 
^esaase issue, theprofinsienal persons gave it as their opi- , 
JiioiV that the professor^ not only a physidan in high prac- 
tice^ but likewise an instructor of youth, was bound to ex- 
plain, on what grounds he had administered medicines of a 
fliest suspicious class, in circumstances where no prudent 
laedicalfflaB would have presenbed them. The man did 
jiot dhoose le do hissed this justice; but Uie court did not 
tinvk there was sufficient evidence to convict him of the 
^rect cbarge ; and, without a conviction, the government 
did not tiitnk It right to dismiss hilli. The censorship, how- 
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of this liberty as an advantage which they enjojr 
over their Catholic rivals, with whom the how a& 
well as the what of public teaching, and even the 
text-books that shall be used, are laid down by 
positive rule. In the former, the professor ia 
left entirely to the freedom of his own will* In 
the course of one session, that is, in about five 
months, he may go through his science, and im- 
mediately begin it again in the next ; but^ in ge-; 
neral, he adopts a plan by which more fees are 
brought in, and the science is perhaps better 
taught. He breaks down his subject into sepa- 
rate courses, which are carried on simultaneous- 
ly; for he either devotes a certain number of 
days in the week to one, and the rest to another, 
or he lectures two or three hours a-day. Thus 
every thing is taught more in detail, the profes* 
sors get more money, and have much harder la- 
bour. But they are a race most patient of toil. It 
has been said of Michaelis, that he was so identi- 
fied with his profession, that he never was happy 
but when reading lectures, and that all the day$ 
in his calendar were white, except the holidays. 

ever, does not seem (o have presented any obstacle to the 
publication of the details. Professor W— *- has lo^t his 
character^ but retains bis chair. 
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His mantle seems to have descended oh the 
greatest part of his followers between the*Vistu* 
la and the Rhine. At Jena, Stark, whose pecu* 
liar department is the obstetric art^ was lectur- 
ing at one hour on the theory, and, at a seconds 
in the L}dng4n Hospital, onthepractice.ofmidi- 
wifery; at a third, upon surgery; at a fourth, 
^n the diseases of th^ eye; and, at a fifth, was 
giving clinical lectures in the Infirmary. Kieser, 
>another celebrated member of the same faculty^ 
^as occupying two different hours with two se* 
parate courses in medicine; for a third, he aUr 
nounced animal magnetism ; and for a fourth, 
the anatomy and physiology of plants. . Of the 
two properly medical courses, the first was gene- 
ral pathology ; the second, which, if taken at all, 
must be taken and paid for as a separate course, 
^as a particular part of the general dQctrine,'in- 
:flammations, but treated more in detail. 
• One of our own professors, who, though re- 
ceiving four times the money, impatiently reck- 
ons every hour till his five brief months of mod- 
erate labour be past, could not hold out for a 
single year among these gentlemen, for they 
Jiave two sessions in the year, each about five 
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months. Their, only period of relaaciation is an 
interval of a month betwe^ one session and the 
other, whicfay however, they generally contrive to 
stretch oat to six weeks^ by finishing the oiie 
course a &w days earlier, and commencii^ the 
other a few days later, than strict rule allows. 
The professor who lectured on the Pandects was 
reading three hours a day, two of them success 
s^ively ; — an enormous task both for him and his 
pupils. This department being so heavy, three 
gentlemen of the juridical faculty read the. Pan- 
-decta in their turn. 

The lawyers have thus hard work, but they 
are likewise much more amply provided for than 
their brethren; their salaries, and the fees deriv«- 
ed from students, do not constitute one-half of 
their emoluments. Thejuridical faculty, in every 
German universi^, forms a court of appeal for 
the whole Confederation. In all the states, the 
losing party in a <iause had the right of appeal- 
ing to an university ; this right was confirmed 
by the Act of Confederation ; and even the na- 
tive Forum, if it find difficulties which require 
the assistance of more profound jurisconsult^ 
may send the case for judgment to an universitju 
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Jn alt theise appeals, the members of die juridical 
faculty become jpdges; tbey receive no salary 
for this part of their duty^ but they are ^titled 
to certain fees pmd by the litigants, which, Itt 
Jena, I have heard estimated as being at least 
equal to the professorial salary. To this union 
of the bench with the chair are lindoubtedly to 
be ascribed, in some measure, the distinguished 
leg^ talents which have at all times adorned the 
German universities, and which, in the present 
day, are far from being extinct. The theoretical 
studies of the academician are thus daily brought 
to the test of practice, and he sees, at every mo- 
ment, how hislq^cal deductions work in. the af- 
fairs of ordinary life. The prince, likewise, had 
thus a direct interest to fill these chairs with dis- 
tinguished men ; for, the greater the quantity of 
profitable business, the smaller was the necessi- 
ty for supplying or increasing salaries at his own 
expense. 

The lawyers of Jena have still a third source 
d toil and emolument, equal to either of the 
preceding, because they constitute the Ober^p- 
peEaticm-Gericht^ or Supreme Court of Appeal, 
not only for the grand duchy, but likewise for the 
other small Saxon Houses, and the two branch- 
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es of Reuss. * This pluriality of offices is not, 
perhaps^ very favourable to the independence of 
the judges ; for^ though not removable from 
the bench, yet, in consequence of the decision 
of the Landtag already referred to, they can 
be removed from their chairs at the pleasure 
of the Grand Duke; and it is perfectly nati- 
ural, that the fears of the removable pro- 
fessor should influence the conduct of the ir- 
removable judge. The poverty, however, of 
these little governments,, renders such an aceu- 
:inulation of offices indispensable ; for, unless a 
man were thus allowed to insure a competency, 
the finances could not maintain such a supreme 
tribunal as would command the public respect, 
and place its members above the temptation of 



* By the Act of Confederation it is provided, that every 
state whose population does not amount to three hundred 
thousand souls, shall unite itself with others sufficiently po- 
pulous to make up that number, for the erection of a corn- 
man Supreme Court of Appeal. The jurisdiction of that 
of Jena extends to the territories of Weimar, Gotha, Co- 
bourg, Meinungen, and Hilburghausen ; and to these have 
been added the petty families of Reuss, from the proximity 
of their territories to the Saxon duchits. 
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Stooping to unworthy gains* The proteedings, 

in all cases are entirely in writing, and not ^hu-* 

man being is admitted to witness them. << I can. 

show you the room, the table, and the chairs,'* 

said a member of the court, « but I can do no-, 

thing more for you." It is strange enough, 

that though, in the conflict of modem politics, 

the professors of Jena have been cried down as 

being leavened with a portion of liberalism ap^ 

proaching to treason, yet the lawyers, with all 

their talent and political liberality, display a 

rooted dislike to trial by jury, and the publicity 

of judicial proceedings* The labours of Feuer* 

bach, however, on the other side, have not been 

without effect. The same lawyers who detest 

juries, are willing to admit publicity in criminal 

jtrials; but they cannot think of it with patience 

in civil suits ; first, becaujse people would take 

no intelrest in them; secondly, because, though 

-they did, they would not understand them; 

.thicdly, because^ though, they did understand 

them, they have no right to^know other people's 

private affairs. :. 

Xh^ jnodQ of teaching^ iS: almost entirely the 
tiame as Ui tbQ iScottish Universities* The stu- 
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dents live where they choose^ and how thejr 
choose, having no connection with the Uiiiver- 
sity, except subjection to its discipline, whidx 
they do not much regard, and attendance at the 
appointed hour in the Professor^s lecture-room, 
where nobody knows whether they be present 
or not The lectures are given in German^ 
aiid, after a small theatre, like that of Weimar^ 
there are few surer meitns of mastering this 
beautiful, but difficult language, than to attend 
the prelections of a Professor on some popular , 
topic, such as history. There is no particular 
university-building set apart for the classes; at 
least, the building which bears the name is not 
applied to that purpose ; it contains only the li- 
brary and the jail. Such of the Professors as 
have small classes assemble them in their own 
dwelling-houses. Others, who can' boast of a 
more numerous auditory, have larger halls in 
different parts of thetovm. There is not a class* 
room in Jena which would contain more than 
two hundred persons; and, now that its ho- 
nours have been blighted, that is a greater num- 
ber than any of its learned men can hope to col- 
lect. Till of late years, however^ the Professor 
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€>{ History, an extreanndy abk and popular gen-» 
tlemi^ u«ed to hav^ a mmh moj^ nymeroui 
auditory. Wh^n he occai^ionally d^Uv^r^d a 
pubticunif the overflowmg audience £Ued ^ven 
the court ; the windows ¥^re thrown open, and 
his resounding voice was heard distinctly iQ 
every comer. 

Nothing can exceed the orderly behaviour of 
the students; th^y seem to leave all their oddi^ 
tie9 at the door. Savage thonigh they be esteem<^ 
ed, a stranger may M^piHze, as they call it, 
amo^ th^m in perfect safety, even without put- 
tpg himself under th^ wing of a Professor. 
Every man takes his seat quietly, puts his bon- 
net beneath him, or in his pocket, unfolds his 
$mall portfolio, and produces an inkhom, armed 
below .with a sharp iron spike, by which he fixei? 
itfirmly in the wooden desk before him« The 
teacher has notes and hia te:i^t^book before him, 
bsit the lecture is not properly read ; those, at 
least, which I heard, were spoken, and th^ Pro- 
fessor . stood. This mode of communication is 
advisable onjjr when a man is tiboroughjy mas- 
ter of his subject, but perhaps it is susceiptible of 
much more effect than Jthe reading of a ma»u- 
scripfc. Above alU Martin the Profcgjsor of 
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Criminal Law, imd Luden, the Professai* of 
History, harangue i^h a vivacity and vehe- 
mence, which render listlessness or inattention 
imipossible. ' 

Thus the hour is spent in listening, and it is 
left entirely to the young men themselves to 
make what use they may think proper, or no use 
at all, of what they have heard. There is no 
other superintendence of their studies, than that 
of the ProiFessor in his pulpit, telling them what 
he himself knows ; there are no arrangements to 
secure, in any degree, either attendance olt ap- 
plication.- The received maxim is, that it is 
right to tell them what they ought to do ; but 
that it would be neither proper nor useful to 
take care that they do it, or prevent them from 
being as idle and ignorant as they choose. 

Once' outside of the class-room, the Burschen 
show themselves a much less orderly race ; if 
they submit to be ruled one hour daily by a pro- 
fessor, they rule him, and every other person, 
during all the rest of the four and twenty. . Tl^ 
duels of the day are generally fotiight out early 
in the morning ; the spar^ hours of the forenoon 
and afternoon are spent in fencing, in renoum^ 
ing^ — that is, in doing things which make people 
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Stare at them, and in providing duels for the 
morrow. In the evening, the various clans as- 
semble in their commerz^houses, to besot them- 
selves with beer and tobacco ; and it is long after 
midnight before the last strains of the last songs 
die away upon the streets.. Wine is not the staple 
beverage, for Jena is not in a wine country, and 
the students have learned to place a sort of pride 
in drinking beer. Yet, with a very natural con- 
tradiction, over their pots of beer they vociferate 
songs in praise of the grape, and swig their 
jugs with as much glee as a Bursche of Heidelr 
berg brandishes his vomer of Khenish* Amid 
all their multifarious and peculiar strains of joi- 
vialty, I never heard but one in priiise of the 
less noble liquor: * 

Come, brothers^ be jovial, while life creeps along; 
Make the walls ring around us with laughter and song. 
Though wine, it is true, be a rarity here. 
We'll be jolly as gods with tobacco and beer. 
Vivallerallerallera. 

' * It is scarcely necessary to say, that these rude rhymes 
are not translated from any idea that they possess poetic- 
al merit, but merely to show the character of the Bur- 
«chen-8trains^ and of the ac^emlcians, perhaps, who com- 
pose and sing them. 
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Ccfpui Juris, flvaunt 1 To Ui£ door with the Pandects 1 . 
Away with Theology's texts, dogmas, and sects i 
Foul Medicine, begone ! At the board of our revels, 
Brothers, Muses like these give a man the blue devils. 
YivaHeralierallera. 

One can't always be studying ; a carouse, on occasion, 
Is a dne qua non in a man's education ; 
Out if bound to get muddy and mad now and then; 
But our beer jugs are empiy— ao fill ihcm agnin. 
VivaUeiaUeniUer^ 

A band of these young men» thus assembled 
in an al^-faonse in the evenings presents as strange 
a contrast as can well be imagined to all correct 
ideas, not only of studious acad^nical tranquiUi-i> 
ty, but even of respectable conduct ; yet, in re? 
fraining from the nightly observances^ they 
would think themselves guilty .of a less pardon? 
able dereliction of their academic character, and 
a more direct treas<m against the independence 
of Germany, than if they subscribed to Uie Aus- 
trian Observer, or never attended for a single 
hour the lectures for which they paid. Step into 
the public room of that inn, on the opposite side 
of the market-place, for it is the most respect- 
able in the town. On opening the door, you 
must use your ears» not your eyes^ for nothing 
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is' yet visible except it dense mass of sfbake^ oc^ 
cnpying space, concealing ^very thing in it and 
bejrond it, illuminated with a dusky light, you 
kiiow not how, and sending forth from its bowels 
all the varied sounds of mirth and revelry. As 
the eye gradually accustoms itself to the atmo- 
ifpheref human visages are seen dimly dawning 
through Ihe lurid cloud: thto pewter jugs be- 
gin to glimmer faintly in their neighbourhood; 
and, as the smoke fr6m the j^ual gradually 
shaped itself into the friendly Asmodeus, the 
man and his jt^ slowly assume a defined and 
corporeal form. You can now totter along be- 
tween the two long tableis which have sprung 
np, as if by enchantment ; by the time you ha\fe 
reached the huge stove at the farther end, you 
have before you the paradise of German Bur^ 
schen, destitute only of its Houris : every man 
Mdth his bonnet on his head, a pot of beer in his 
• hand, a pipe or segar in his knouth, and a song 
upon his lips, never doubting but that he and 
his c6mpaiuons are training themselves to be the 
regenerators of Europe, that they are the true 
xepresentlttives of the manliness and independ^ 
ence of the German character, and the only mo- 
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delsof a free, genei^ous, and high-minded youths 
They lay their hands upon their jugs^ and vow 
the liberation of Germany; they stop a second 
pipe, or light a second segar, and swear that the 
Holy Alliance is an unclean thing. 

The songs of these studious revellers ofteit 
bear a particular character. They are, indeed^ 
mostly convivial, but many of them contain a 
peculiar train of feeling, springing from the pecu-* 
liar modes of thinking of the Burschen-hazy as-t 
pirations after patriotism and liberty, of neither 
of which have they any idea, except that every 
Bursche is bound to adore them, and mystical 
allusions to some unknown' chivalry diat dwells 
in a fencing bout, or in the cabalistical ceremony, 
with which the tournament concludes, of run-^ 
tiing the weapon through a hat. Out of an uni-^ 
Versity town, these effusions would be utterly in- 
sipid, just as so many of the native Venetian 
canzonette lose all their effect, when sung any 
where but in Venice, or by any other than a Ve- 
netian. Thus, their innumerable hymns, to the 
rapier, or on jthe moral, intellectual, and politi- 
cal effects of climbing up .poles, and tossing the 
tar, .would be uninteUigible to all who do not 
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know their way of thinking, and must appear 
ridiculous to every one who cannot enter into 
their belief that these chivakous exercises con- 
stitute the essence of manly honour ; but they 
themselves chaunt these tournament songs (Tour^ 
nier^ieder) with an enthusiastic solemnity which, 
to a third party, is irresistibly ludicrous. The 
period when they took arms against France was 
as fertile in songs as in deeds of valour. Many 
of the former are excellent in tfieir way, though 
there was scarcely a professional poet in the 
band, eiJLcept young Komer. These, with ' the 
more deep and intense strains of Amdt, will al- 
ways be favourites, because they were the pro- 
ductions of times, and of a public feeling, unique 
in the histoty of Germany. Where no reference 
is made to fencing tournaments, or warlike re- 
collections^ there is nevertheless the distinct im- 
press of Burschen feelings. 

The following may be taken as a satisfactory 
example of the ordinary genus of university min- 
strelsy. It is, by way of eminence, the Hymn, 
or Burschen-Song, of Jena; it contains all the 
texts which furnish materials for the amplifi- 
cations of college rhymsters, and shows better 
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than a tedious description how they tiew the 
world. 

Pledge round, brothers ; Jeo% for ever! hiusza! 
The resolve to be free is abroad in the land ; 
The Philistine * bums to be joined with our band, 

For the Borscheii are free. 

Pledge rotindj then ; our countiy for ever ! huxza 1 
While you stand like your fethers as pure and as true, 
Forget not the debt to posterity due, 

For the Borschen are free. 

Pledge round to our Fdncei then, ye Burschen I huzza ! 
He swore our old honours and rights to maintain^ 
And we vow him our love, while a drop's in a vein. 

For the Burschen are fiee. 

Pledge round to the lore of fair woman ! huzza ! 
If there be who the feeling of woman offBads^ 
For him is no place among freemen or friends ; 

But the Burschen are free. 

Pledge round to the stout soul of man, too ! huzza i 
Love, singing, and wine, are the proofs of his might. 
And who knows riot all three is a pitiful wight ; 

But the Burschen are Iree* 



* That is, the people^ 
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Pledge round to the free word of freemen ! Intzza ! 
Who knows what the truth i^ Jtt trcnUet to fanf e 
The might that would cmh it, it a oowardlj iknpe; 

But the Burschen arc firee. 

Pledge rounds then, each bold deed for erer 1 . huzza ! 
Who tremblingly ponders how daring maj end. 
Will crouch like a minion, when power bids him bend ; 

But the Burschen are free. 

Pledge round, then, the Burschen for ever I huzza ! 
Till the world goes in rags, when the last day comes o'er 

us, 
Let each Bursche stand fiuthful, and join in our chorus, 

The Burschen are frbe. 

If they ever give vent in song to the democra- 
tic and sanguinary resolves which are averred 
to render them so dangerous, it must be in their 
more secret conclaves; for, in the strains which 
i^iUven their ordinary potations, there is nothing 
more definite than in the above prosaic efiiisioiL 
There are many vague declamatbns about frec'^ 
doin and country, but no allusions to particular 
persons, particular governments, or particular 
plans. The only change of government I ever 
knew proposed in their cantilenes, is one to 
which despotism itself could not object. 
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Let times to come come as they may> 

And empires rise and fall ; 
Xet Fortune rule as Fortune willj 

And wheel upon her ball ; 
High upon Bacchus^ lordly brow 

Ou& diadem shall shine ; 
And Joy> we'll crown her for his queen, 
^ Their capital the Rhine. 

In Heidelberg's huge tun shall sit 

The Council of our State; . ; 

And on our own Johannisberg 

The Senate shall debate. ' ,* 

Ami^ the vines of Burgundy 

Our Cabinet shall reign ; 
Our Lords and faithful Commons House 

Assemble in ChampaignCi 

Only the Cabinet of Constantinople could set it* 
seVi with any good'grace, against such a reform, 
.. But) worse than idly as no small portion of 
time is spent by the great body of the academic 
youth in these nightly debauches, this is only 
one, and by no means the most distingubhing or 
troublesome, of their peculiarities ; it is the im- 
conquerable spirit of clanship, prevalent among 
them, which has given birth to their violence 
and insubordination ; for it at once cherishes the 
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spirit of opposition to all regular discipline, and 
constitutes an united body to give that opposition 
effect* The house of Hanover did not find more 
difficulty in reducing to tranquillity the clans' 
of the Highlands of Scotland, than the Griind 
Duke of Weimar would encounter, in eradicating 
the Landsmannschaften from among the four 
hundred students of Jena, and inducing them to 
conduct themselves like orderly, well-bred young 
men. The Landsmannschaften themselves are 
by ho means a modem invention, though it 
is believed, that the secret organization which 
they give to the students all over Germany 
has,, of late years, been used to new purposes. 
Theouame is entirely descriptive of the thing, 
a CauniripnahsAipf ail association of persons from 
the same country,, or the same province of a 
country. These firatemities do not arise from the 
xxmstitiition of the university, nor are they ac- 
knowledged by it ; on the contrary, they are pro- 
scribed both by the laws of the university and 
the government of the country. They do not 
exist for any academical purpose, for the young 
men have no voice in any thing connected with 
iiie unive^ty ; to baA member of one is aUAcar- 
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^^wwiml nusdemeanour, jet there are few. sti^>^ 
dents who do not belong to one or azK»ther^ 
They are associations of stndoits bdongii^ to 
the same province, ibr the purpose of enaUing 
eadi, thus, backed by all, to carry through his^ 
own rude will, let it be what it may, and, of late 
years, it is averred, to propagate wild political 
reveries, if not to fiiment political cabals. They 
are regularly organized ; each has its president, 
derk, and councillors, who form what is called 
the Convent cf the Landsmannschaft This 
body nmnages its funds, and has the direction 
of its affiiirs, if it have affiurs. It Hkew^ enw 
joys tibe hcMiour of fighting all duels /iro/iaMB^ 
for so they are named when the interest :or ho- 
nour, not of an individual, but of the whole ira^ 
term^, has been attacked* The assembled pre* 
sidents of the different LandsmaanschaEten in a 
•university constitate the eenior oomxaxL Thb 
supreme tribunal does not interfere in liie pci- 
vate affinrs of &e particular bodies, Intt deddea 
iajall matters ^hat eoncem the whole mass of 
Burscbea, and waitches oarer the strict ^bservunce 
of the general academic code which Ihey haw 
tnacted for themselves. The jneediigs of hodi 
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tribomls are held freqaentiy and regularly, but 
with so cmdi seci^ecy, that the most vigilant po- 
lice has been tolable to reach tJhem. They have 
cost many a professor many a sleepless night. 
The governments scold the senates, as if they 
trifled with, or even connived at the evil ; the 
senates lose all patksnce with die governments, 
fer thinking it so easy a matter to discover what 
Burschen are resolved to ke^ concealed. The 
exertions rf both have only sufficed to drive the 
Landsmannschaften into deeper concealment 
FV^mthe incessimt quarrels and uproars, and 
die instantaneous union of all to oppose any 
measure of general discipiine about to be enforc- 
ed, the whole seiwte often sees plainly, diatdtese 
b«m£es are in active operation, widiout being able 
either to ascertain who are their members, or to 
pounce upon their secret eondaves. 
< Since open war was thus declared f^amst them 
try die goverimient, secrecy has became indis- 
pensable to their existence, and the Bmrsche scru- 
ples 2A nothing by which diis secrecy may be 
insured. The most melancholy consequence of 
this is, that, as every man is bound by the code 
to esteem the preservation <rf die Laadsmann* 
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schaft hisT first duty, every priiidple of honour k 
often trampled under foot to maintain it In 
some universities it was provided by the code that 
a student, when called before the senate to be 
examined about a suspected Landsmannschafi,' 
ceai^ed to be a member, and thus he could safely 
say that he belonged to no such institution* In 
others, it was provided, that such an inquiry 
shouldoperate as an ipso facto dissolution of the 
body itself, till the investigation should be over; 
and thus every member could safely swear that 
no such association was in existence. There are 
cases where the student, at his admission into the 
fraternity, gives his word of honour to do ievery 
thing in his power to spread a belief that no such 
association exists, and if he shall be question-' 
ed either by the senate or the police, stedfastly 
to deny it. Here and there the professors fel^ 
on the expedient of gradually extirpating them, 
by taking from every new student, at his matri-> 
culation, a solemn promise that he would not 
join any of these bodies ; but wher^ such princi- 
ples are abroad, promises are useless, for deceit 
is reckoned a duty. The more moderate convents 
left it to the conscience of the party hiiQself to 
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decide, whether be was bound in honour by such 
a promise ; but the code of Leipzig, as it has 
been printed, boldly declares every promise of 
this kind void, and those who have exacted it 
punishable. Moreover, it invests the senior con- 
vent, in general terms, with the power of giving 
any man a dispensation from his word of honour, 
if it shall see cause, but confines this privilege, 
in money matters, to cases where he has been 
enormously cheated. > Thus the code of univer- 
sity Landsmannschaften, while it /prates of no- 
thing but the point of honour^ and directs to that 
centre all its fantastic regulations, sets out with 
a violation of every thing honourable. Such are 
the tenets of men who chatter uncea{sihgly about 
liberty and patriotism, and have perpetually in 
their mouths such phrases as, <^ the Burschen 
lead a free, honourable, and ipdependent Mfe In 
the' cultivation of every social and patriotic vir- 
tue." Thus do moral iniquities become virtues 
in their eyes, if they forward the ends, or are 
necessary to the continued existence of a worth* 
less and mischievous association; and who can 
tell how far this process of measuring honour by 
imagined expediency may corrupt the whole mo^ 

VOL. I. H 
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ral sense ? Is it wonderful that Sand, taught to 
consider deceit, prevarication, or breach of pro- 
mise as virtues, when useful to a particular cause, 
should have regarded assassination in the same 
light, when the shedding of blood was to canse« 
crate doctrines which he lo<^ed upon as holy? 
The students who have not thoo^t proper to 
join any of these associations are £bw in number, 
and,, in point of estimatian, £6rm a class still more 
despised and insulted than the PAUistims them-- 
selves* Every Bursdie thinks it disbcMoourable 
to have communication with them ; they are ad-r 
mitted to no carousal ; they are d^arred from 
all balls and public festivals by which the youth 
contrive to make themselves notorious and ridi- 
culous. Such privations would not be se^iecdy 
felt by them, but they are farj^er exposed to 
every spedes of ^contempt andiaisult; tojabuse 
them is fm aooeptable service. to Germany; in 
the classroom, and on thia street; they must be 
taught that thj^are '^ cowardly jslaves;" and all 
this, becwse they will not throw th^nselves Jn-r 
to the f^itevii of a sel&created fraternity.. Henr^ 
ttet th^ may be outraged, tb^ are esititkd: nei4 
tber to redress nor to protection; should any 
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of them resent the XBahreatment heaped upon 
hiaiy he brings down on himself the vengeance of 
the whole mass of initiated youngsters ; for, to 
draw every man within the circle is a common 
object of idl the clans ; he who joins none is the 
eaomy of all. fijows^ winch the Burschen have 
proscribed among' themselvesy as uiuvord^y of 
geiitleni^iy are attowedagainst the ** Wild Ones^*^ 
*-for such is the appellation given to these quiet 
sttfferers, from the caudoii with which they must 
steal akmgy tremtiliiig at the presence of a Ccon- 
ment Bmrsche, and exil^ as they are, from the 
refined intercomrse of Commerz^hoiises to the 
wUs and deserts of' civilized society. Others, 
unable to holdout against the insolence and con- 
tempt of the young men amcmg whom they are 
compelled to lave, iniuievil hour seek refoge be- 
neath the wing of a Laridsmmmschaft. These are 
named Senonceuj or Renouncers. Having re- 
nounced the state of nature, they stand, in aca- 
demical civilization, a degi^e above the obstinate 
" Wild QneiB ;" but yet they do not acquire, by 
ikebt tardy and compdUled submission, afuU claiih 
to all Burschen-rights. They are merely enti- 
tled to the protection of the ftafeemity which they 
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have joined,' and every member of it will rufi 
every man through the body who dares to insult 
them, in word or deed, otherwise than' is pre- 
scribed by the Burschen code. . By abject sub- 
mission to the will of their imperious protectors, 
they purchase the right of being abused and 
stabbed only according to rule, instead of being 
kicked and knocked down contrary to all rule^^ 
Associations are commonly formed for pur- 
poses of good will and harmony ; but the very 
object of the lAmdsmannschx^Un is quarrelling. 
So soon as a number of these fraternities exist, 
they become the sworn foes of each other, except 
when a common danger drives them to make 
common cause. Each aspires at being the domi- 
, nant body in the university, and, if not the most 
respected, at least the most feared in the town. 
They could be tolerated, if the. subject of emula- 
tion were, which should be victor at cricket or 
foot^ball ; it would even be laudable if they con- 
tended which should produce the greatest num- 
ber of decent scholars. But unfortunately, 
the ambitious contest of German Burschen is 
simply, who shall be most successful at renown- 
ingy that is, at Aqmg something, no matter what. 
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^hieh will make people stare at them, and talk 
about them ;: or, who shall produce the greatest 
number of gcandah^ that is, who: shall fight the 
greatest number of duels, or cause them to be 
fought; or, who will show the quickest inven- 
tion, and the readiest Hand, in resisting all at- 
tempts, . civil . or academical, to interfere with 
their, vagaries. If opportunities of mortifying 
each other do not occur, they must be made ; 
the merest trifles are sufficient to give a pre- 
text for, serious quarrels, and the sword is im- 
mediately drawn to decide^them, the << consum- 
mation devoutly to be wished," which is at bot- 
tom the grand object of the whole. At Jena 
the custom has been allowed to grow up of per- 
mitting the students to give balls ; the Senate 
has only tried to make them decent, by confining 
them to the Rose, an ixm belonging to the Uni- 
versity, and therefore under its controul. If 
they be given anywhere else, the Burschencan-. 
not expect thexompany of the fashionable ladies 
of Jena, the wives and daughters of the profes- 
sors. Now, a Landsmannschaft which gives 
a ball, renou?9U? superbly; it makes itself dis- 
tinguished, and it must, therefore, be mortifi- 
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ed* The other Bnnthea (station themselves at 
the door, or bdow the windows; they hoot, 
yaU, sing, whistle, atul make all sorts of infernal 
noises, occasionally completmg the joke by break- 
ing the windows. This necessarily brings up an 
abundmit crqp oi scandals ; and it can easily hap* 
pen, that as much blood is shed next mpmii^, 
as there was negus drunk the night before. A 
Landsmannschaft had incautiously announced a 
ball before engaging the musicians; the others 
immediately engaged the only band of wbicli 
Jena could boast, for a concert on the same even- 
ing. The dancers would have been under the 
necessity of either sacrificing their £lte, or bring- 
ing aver an orchestra from Weimar ; but the 
quarrel was prevented from coming to extremes 
by the non-dancers giving up their ri^ht over 
the fiddlers, on condition that the MeHA should be 
considered as given by the whole body of Bur- 
sch»), not by any particular fraternity. A num- 
ber of students took it into their heads to^ erect 
themselt^s into ah independent duchy,, which 
they named after a village in the neighbourhood 
of Jena, whither llley regularly repaired to drink 
beer. He who could drinkmost waselected Diike^ 
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ttid the great officers of his court were appointed 
in the same way, aiccording to their capacity for 
liquor. To cosxqplete the fkrcc^ they paraded 
the town. Though bH this might be extremely 
good for sots and children, in students it was 
exquisitely ricBculous ; but it attracted notice; 
it was a piece of successful rmoaming, and their 
brethren could not tamely submit to be thrown 
into the shade. A number of others forthwith 
erected themselyes into a free town of the em- 
pire — ^took their name from another neighbour- 
ii^ village — elected their Burgomaster, Syndic^ 
and Councillors— ^ahd, habited in the official 
garb of Hamburgh or Frankfort, made their 
procession on foot, to m^k their contempt of 
ducal pomp, and point themselves out as frugal 
citizens* The two parties no^iv came in contact 
with each other; and it was daily expected, . 
that their reciprocal caricatures, like SEngry ne- 
gotiations, would prove the f(»rerunners of an 
open war between his Serene Highness and the 
Free Town. 

The individual Bursche, in his academical 
character, is animated by the same pailtry, ar- 
rogant, quarrelsome, domineering disposition. 
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When fairly imbued with the spirit of his sect; 
no rank can command respect from him, for he 
knows no superior to himself and his comradesJ 
A few years ago, the Empress of Russia, when 
she was at Weimar, visitied the University Mu- 
seum of Jena. Among the students who had 
assembled to see her, one was observed to keep 
his bcmnet on his head, and his pipe in his 
mouth, as her Imperial Majesty passed. The 
Prorector called the young man before him, and 
remonstrated with him on his rudeness. The 
defence was in the genuine spirit of Burschehism: 
"I am a free man; what is an Empress to 
nie?" Full of lofty unintelligible notions of his 
own importance and high vocation, misled by 
ludicrously erroneous ideas of honour, and hur- 
ried on by the example of all around him, 
the true Bursche swaggers and renowns, cho- 
leric, raw, and overbearing. He measures his 
own honour, because his companions measure it, 
by the number of scandals he has fought ; but 
neither he nor they ever waste a thought on 
what they have been fought for. To have 
fought unsuccessfully is bad ; but if he wishes 
to become a respected and influential personage, 
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not to have fought at all is infinitely worse. He, 
therefore, does not fight to resent insolence, but 
he insults,, or takes offence, that he may have a 
pretext for fighting. The lecture-rooms are 
but secondary to the fencing-school ; that is his 
temple, the rapier is his god, and the Comment 
is the gospel by which he swears. * 

This Comment as it is called, is the Burschen 
Pandects^ the general code to which all the Lands- 
mannschaften are subject. However numerous 
the latter may be in a university, there is but 
one Comment, and this venerable body of law de- 
scends from generation to generation, in the spe- 
cial keeping of the senior convent. It is the ho*- 
ly volume, whose minutest regulations must nei- 
ther be questioned nor slighted ; what it allows 
cannot be wrong, and what it prohibits cannot be 
right. " He has no conmient in him," used to 
be a proverbial expression for a stupid fellow. 
It regulates the mode of election of the superior 
ofiicers, fixes the relation of " Wild Ones" and 
*< Renouncers"; to the true Burschen, and of the 
Burschen to each other ; it provides punishment 
for various ;0;ffences, and commonly denounces 
excommunication against thieves and cheaters at 
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play—especially if the <;h€»tmg be of any rery 
gross kiud« But the point of honour is its souL 
The comment is, in reality, a code, arranging 
the manner in which Burschen shall quarrel with 
each other, and how the quarrel, once begun, 
shall be terminated. It fixes, with the most pe*^ 
dantic solicitude, a graduated scale of offensive 
words, and the style and degree of satisfaction 
that may be demanded for each. The scale ris- 
es, or is supposed tx> rise, in enormity, till it 
reaches the atrocious expression, Dummer Jungey 
(stupid youth,) which contains within itself every 
possible idea of insult, and Gsai be atoned for on*^ 
]y with blood. The particular degrees of the 
scale may vary in different uniyersides ; but the 
principle of its construction is the same in all, 
and in all ^^ stupid youth" i& the boiling point. 
Jf you are assailed with any epithet which stands 
below stupid pouA in the scaleof contumely, you 
are not bound immediately to challenge; you 
may " set yourself in advanti^;"-'^that is, you 
may retort on the offender with an epithet which 
stands higher than the one he has applied to you. 
Then your opponaat may retort, if you. liave 
left him room^ in the same way, by risii^ a de^ 
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gree abore yoa ; anddios die pouiteKnis tenns of 
the camment may be bandied between you^ till 
one or the other finds only {he highest step of 
the ladder unoccupied, and is compelled to pro* 
nounce the <^ stupid youth," to wfaidi there is 
no rq>ly but a challenge. I do not say that this 
is the ordinaiy practice ; in general^ it comes to 
a challenge at once ; but such is the iheory gI 
theCommoit Whoever submits to any of these 
epithets,, wtdiout either setting himself in, advan^ 
tage, or giving a challenge^ is fordiwith punished 
by the comment with JFer^cAw^orthe lesser ex- 
communicatilm— fer there ;]^ a teraporairy and 
a perpetual Verxkiss, somediing like the lesser 
and. greater excommunication' in ecclesiastical 
discipline. He may recover hk rights and his 
h<mour, by fighting, within a giyen tiipt, with 
one member of eadi of die existiii^ L^ndbmasm^ 
gchafi»n ; but if he allows the fixed timertQ pass * 
without doing so^ the sentence becomes imvoc- 
able : no human power can restore him to his ho- 
nours and his rights ; he is declared infamous for 
ever ; the same pnnishm^it is denounced c^inst 
all whp hold intercourse with him ; every mode 
of insult, real or verbal^Jis allowable and tend- 
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able aglui»t him; he is put to the ban of this 
aciadeinical empire, and stands alone' among his 
companions, the butt of unceasing contumely and 
scorn. f ' 

In the conduct of the duel itself, thecomment 
descends to the minutest particulars/ The dress, 
the weapons, the distance, the value of different 
kinds of thrusts, the length to which the arm 
shall be bare, and a thousand other minutiae, 
are aU fixed, and have, at least, the merit of pre- 
venting every unfair advantage. In some uni- 
versities the sabre, in others the rapier, is the 
academical weapon ; pistols nowhere. The wea« 
pon used at Jena is what they call A'Schlager. 
It isa straight blade, about three feet and a half 
long, and '. three-cornered like a bayonet. The 
hand is protected by a circular plate of tin, eight 
or ten inches in diameter, which some burlesque 
* poets, who have had the audacity to -laugh at 
Burschenism, have profaned' with the appella^ 
tion of « flTie Soup Plate of Honour.'* The 
handle can be separated from the blade, and the 
soup plate from both, — all this for purposes of 
concealment. The handle is put in the podcet, 
the plate is buttoned under the coat, the blade 
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is sheathed in a walking-sticky and thus the 
parties proceed unsuspected to the place of com- 
bat, as if thejrwere going out for a morning 
stroll. The tapering triangular blade necessari- 
ly becomes roundish towards the. point; there- 
fore^ no thrust counts,, unless it be so deep that 
the orifice of the wound is three-cornered ;, for^ 
as the Comment has it, ^^ no affiur is.to be de- 
cided in a trifling and childish way merely pro 
forma." Besides the seconds, an umpire and a 
surgeon must be preset ; but the last is always 
a medical student, that he may be under the 
commen^obUgatioa to secrecy* . Ail: parties, pre^ 
sent are bound not to reveal what passes, with- 
out distinction of consequences, if it: has been 
fairly done ; the same promise is exacted from 
those who may come accidentally to know any 
thing of the matter ; to give informaJtion or evi- 
dence against a Bursche, in regard to any thing 
not. contrary to the Comment, is an inexpiable 
offence. Thus life may easily be lost without 
the possibility of discovery; for authority is de- 
prived, as far as possible, of every means by 
which it might get at the truth. It is perfectly 
true, that mortal combats are not frequent, part- 
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ly from the average equality of sldlly every man 
being in the daily practice of his weapon, part- 
ly because there is often no small portion of 
gasconade in die warlike propensities of these 
yonng persons ; yet ndther are they so rare as 
many people imagine. It does not often hap* 
pen, indeed, that either of the parties is killed 
on the spot; but the wounds often superinduce 
other mortal ailments; and still more frequently, 
they I17 the foundation of diseases which cHngto 
the body tlurongh life. . A Professor, who per- 
faaps^ has had better opportunitieif of learning 
the working of the system than any ei his col- 
leagues, assured me, that instances are by no 
means rar^ of young men carrying home con- 
sumption with them, in consequence of slight in- 
juries received in the lungs. On the occasion of 
the last fatal duel at Jena, the government of 
Weimar gave this gentleman a commission to in- 
quire into the affair^ He declined it, unless he 
were authorised, at the same tim^ to act against 
the Landsmannscfaaften generally. On receiv- 
ing this power, he -seized a numbar of thdr 
Schlkgeri and sent to jail a score of those whom 
he believed to be most active in the confnltemi* 
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tie9« But the impression of this unwonted rigoar 
was only temporary; althoogh the fratenutks 
sought deeper secrecy, they .were not at'SU less 
active. 

Yety let it only become necessary to oppose 
Xhe inroads of disdpUne, to punish the towns- 
men, or to do some extravagant thing that wiH 
astound the governments, and these bodies, which 
thus live at daggers-drawing with each other, ^ure 
insieparable* Th^ take their measures with a 
secrecy which no vigilance has hitherto been 
aUe to penetrate, and an unanimity which has 
scarcely heim tainted by a single treason. The 
mere townsmen are objects of supreme contempt 
to the Bursche ; for, from the moment he enters 
the university, he looks on himself as bdonging 
to a class 9et apart for some peculiarly high vo^ 
cation, and vested with no less a privilege than 
that of acknowledging no law but its own wiU. 
The citizens he denominates Philistines, and 
/considers them to exist only to fear, honour, 
and obey the chosen people of whom he himself 
js one. The greater part of the inhabitants are 
dependent, in some professional shape or other, 
on those who attend the university, and must 
have the fear of the Burschen daily and nightly 
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before their eyes; To murmur, at the caprices 
of the Academic Israel, to laugh at their mum-' 
meries, or seriously resist and resent their arro^ 
gance, would only expose the unhappy PkUUh 
tine to the certainty of having his head and his 
windows broken, together; for he has no. rights, 
^s against a Bursche, not even that of giving a 
challenge, unless he be a nobleman or a military 
officer. When the Burschen are in earnest, no 
ciyiL police is of any earthly use ; they would as 
little hesitate to attack it, as they would fail of 
putting it to flight. . I saw Leipzig thrown into 
confusion, one night, by the students attempting 
tp make themselves masters of the person of a 
soldier, who, they believed, had insulted one ^f 
their brethren in a quarrel on the street about 
$ome worthless woman. Although it was late, 
the ofiended party had been able speedily ta col- 
lect a respectable number of academic youth, 
to attack the guard-house ; for- a well-trained 
Bursche knows thecommerz-houses, where his 
comrades nightly congregate to drink, smoke, 
and sing, as certainly as a well-trained police of- 
ficer knows the haunts of thieves and pick-pock- 
ets»^ , . . . 
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The mQ3t imminent danger which' the Lands* 
mannschaften have hitherto: encountered,- arose 
from the students themselves. The academical 
youth seemed to have brought back from the 
campaigns of 1813 and 1814, a spirit of more 
manly union ; and, perhaps, an earnest contest 
against French bayonets had taught them to 
look with less prejudiced eyes on the paltriness 
of their own ridiculous squabbles. A few lead- 
ing- heads at Jena proposed that the Lands- 
mannschaften should be abolished, and the Com- 
ment abrogated ; not, however, with the view of 
crushing all associations, but that the whole body 
of the students might be united in one general 
brotherhood, under a new and more reasonable 
constitution. The Landsmannschaften did not 
yield without a struggle, but the Burschen- 
schaft (for so they baptized the new association, 
because it comprehended all Burschen) finally 
triumphed ; renowning dwindled away, and ve- 
nerable dust began to settle on the Comment. 
It is agreed on all hands, that, during the exist- 
ejice of this body, the manners of the university 
improved. In the investigation afterwards in- 
stituted by thfi Diet, the Professors bore witness. 
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that greater tranqvtillityy order, and re^ct for 
tke law% had ii«t^ beai manifested in Jena, 
than under the Burschenschaft. There wai» no- 
thing compulsory in it; no constraint was used, 
no insult or contempt was permitted tow^ds 
those who did not choose to join it* So far was 
it already advanced in ciyilization, in comparison 
with the former brotherhoods, that besides pro- 
hibiting the introduction of dogs into its solemn 
assemblies, it would allow no man either to 
smoke, or to remain covered in them. It was 
even provided, that the orator should turn his 
&ce to the Burschen while he was addressing 
them, and take his seat again when he had 
finished. * Thk fitpirit d[ uniformity, going out 
from Jena, shook the old institutions in other 
universities; till at length, when the students 
had assembled from every comer of Grermany, 
in 1817, to celebrate on the Wartburg the arnii- 
versary of the Reformation, and of the battle c^ 



* Seriously^ these were all regulations of the Burschen- 
sdiaflt of Jena. We may judge from them of the decorum 
which reigns in a Landsmannschaft meethag. 
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Leipzig, the destraction of iht Landsmaim^ 
schaften wbh nnanjyiKnialyYOted, and the all-corn^ 
prehending Burschenschaft was to take their 
place. But this proved its ruin. It had been 
resolved, not merely to melt into one organized 
association the whole body of students in their 
respective universities, but to form a supreme 
council of delegates from them all, to direct and 
give unity to the whole. The fears which the 
governments had long entertained, that political 
objects were concealed beneath the Burschen- 
schaft, now became certainty. The organization 
of the body, and the regular contributions by 
which funds were to be created ; the resolution 
to wear the sword and plume as the proper or- 
naments of a chivalrous student, and to adopt a 
sort of uniform in the singular dress which is 
still so common amongst them, were all regard- 
ed, if not as Indications of dangerous designs, at 
least as instruments which could easily be used 
for dangerous purposes. The very language 
in which they announced their objects, so far as 
any distinct idea could be drawn from its mys- 
tical verbosity, covered them with political sus- 
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picion. * The- words country, » freedom, and 
independence, were perpetual]^ in their mouths : 



* I can only assure the reader^ that the following de- 
claration in the Consdtution of the Universal Burschen- 
schaft is as accurately translated as I myself could under- 
stand it. " The Universal German Burschenschaft comes 
into life, by presenting an ever-improving picture of its 
countrymen blossoming into freedom and unity — by main- 
taining a popular Burschen-life^ in the cultivation of every 
corporeal and intellectual power — by preparing its mem- 
bers for a popular life, in a free, equal, and well-ordered 
community, so that every one may rise to such a degree 
of self-consciousness, as to represent, in his pure persona- 
lity, the brightness of the excellency of a German popu- 
lar life." To avoid the charge of wilful misrepresentation, 
I subjoin the original. ** Die allgemeine Deutsche Bur- 
schenschaft tritt nun ins Leben dadurcb, dass Sic sicb, je 
IiTnger je mehr, darstellt als ein Bild ibres in Freyheit und 
Einheic erbliihendes Volkes, dass Sie ein volksthiimlitheff 
Bursehenleben, in der Ausbildung einer jeden leiblicben 
and geistigen Kraft erhiilt, und imfreyen, gleichen, und 
g^ordneten Gemeinwesen, ihre Glieder yorbereitet zum 
Volksleben, so dass jedes derselben zu einer solchen Stufe 
des Selbstbewusstseyns erhoben werde, dass es in seiner 
reinen Eigenthiiinlichkeit den Glanz der Herrlichkeit des 
Deutschen Volksleben darstellt." 
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and people naturally asked, bow is this new Gier- 
manic Academic Diet to benefit any one o( the 
three? What means this regular array of depu- 
ties and' committees among persons who have 
no duty but that of prosecuting their studies ? 
To what end this universal Burschen Tribunal, 
which is to extend its decrees from- Kiel to Tii- 
bingen, and 'dii^eCt the movements of a com- 
bined body from the shores of the Baltic to the 
foot of the Alps? These qiiestibns were in every 
body's mouth; and it is unjust to say that they 
were merely politic alarms soundied by the mi- 
nions of suspicious and oppressive governments. 
He riiust be a credulous man who can believe, 
that from eight to ten thousand students, ani- 
mated by the political ardour which, of late 
years, has pervaded all the universities of Ger- 
many, could be thus organized, without becom- 
ing troublesome to the public tranquillity ; and 
he must be a very imprudent man, who could 
wish to see the work of political regeneration, 
even where it is needed, placed in such hands. 
Members of the university of Jena itself, Who 
are no lovers of despotism, do not conceal their 
conviction, that, although the founders of the 



190 JENA. 

Burschenschaft were sincere in their desire of a- 
bolishing the old murderous distiiictioiis, yet that 
they laboured after thi^ union, only with the 
view of using it as a political instrumoit. The 
. governments denounced the new associations ; in 
Jena» they had first breathed, and m Jena they 
first expired. The Burschenschaft obeyed the 
order of the Grand Duke for ito abolition. 
The Landsmannschafl;en immediately came forth 
from their graves ; the Comment once more be- 
came the rule of faith and life ; renowning and 
scandalizing re-assumed their ancient honours ; 
and, as formerly, the Burschen still quarrel, and 
fight; a|id swear loudly to make good their ^ aca- 
demical liberty.** 

It is amusing to listen to the pompousness 
with which these young men speak of this Alkch 
demische Freyh^it^ when it is known that it means 
precisely nothing. To judge from the lofty pe- 
riods in which they declaim about the blessings 
it has showered on the country, and the sacred 
obligations by which they are bound to maintain 
it, we would conclude that it invests them with 
no ordinary franchises ; whfle, in truth, it gives 
them nothing that any other man would wish to 
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have. To be dressed, aAd to look like no other 
p^soD ; to let his. beard grow, where every good 
Christian shaves ; to let his tangled locks crawl 
down upon his shoulders, where every well-bred 
man wears his hair short ; to clatter along the 
streets in monstrous jack-boots, loaded with 
spurs, which, from their weight and size, have 
acquired the descr^tive appellation of pound- 
spurs ;. to rub the elbow of his coat against the 
wall till he has made a hole in it,* where ordi- 
nary people think it more respectable to wear a 
coat without holes ; to stroll through the streets 
singing, when all decent citizens are in bed ; to 
join his pot companions nightly in the ale-house, 
and besot himself with beer and tobacco ; these, 
and tilings like these, are the ingredients in the 
boasted academical freedom of a German stu- 
dent. In every th^ig connected with the uni- 
versity, he has neither voice nor influence: in 
this respect, a boy of the Greek or Latin class 
at Glasgow, when he gives his vote for the Rec- 
tor Magnificus, is entitled to look down with 



* This actually occurred in Jena ; it was Refiotimifig ; 
ll was something to be st«^ at. 
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contempt on the brawling braggers of GiSttin- 
gen or Jena. These modes of liberty the 
Bursche enjoys in common with every silly or 
clownish fellow in the country; for they consist 
merely in being singular, ridiculous, and ill- 
bred, where other people, who have the same 
right, , choose to act otherwise. Tlie Lands- 
mannschaften themselves are tyrannical in tlieir 
very essence. So far from being his own mas- 
ter, the Bursche is chained in word and deed; 
he is tied down by the strict forms of a fantas- 
tic code which he did not frame, which Jie can- 
not alter, to which he has not even voluntarily 
submitted himself, and from which its provisions 
deny him the power of withdrawing. ' Dread of 
the contumely that is heaped on a " Wild One,^ 
or of the still more lamentable slavery which 
awaits a " Renouncer," forces him into the fra- 
ternity ; and, once within the toils, he is notfil- 
' lowed to break loose, however galling they' may 
be .to his feelings, or revolting to his judgment. 
Yet, iimid the very rattling of their chains, thes^ 
men have the impudence to prate about liberty 
as their distinguishing privilege. 
It is itself, however, no slight pectdiarity. 
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that all these peeoljiuritij^ do not lust l^ng^r 
tbm three year$. Wbm the atud^it hap fiiU9b-» 
ed bi^ currietdumf aod leaver the imivefsiQr^ he 
is himself numbered amoog fb& Fbiliatinefi ; the 
prejudices) the fooleriefit and the hotrh^ed f<nv 
wardress of the Burscbe depart from him^ as if 
hewerewaJdog from a dream; hereisiinistothe 
ordinary modes of thinkuig fmd acdng m the 
world ; he probably nerer wields a rapier agajj^^ 
or quarrels with a mortal, till his dying day ; he 
&Us into bis own place in the bustling eo^^eti- 
tian of society, and leads a peaceful industrious 
life, as bis fatheia did before him. His politl«» 
cal chimeras, too, like all the rest of bifii oddities, 
lire much less connected with principle than his 
turbulence would aeem to imply ; they are modes 
of speedi, which, like the shapeless ooats, aad 
daily fencing matches, it lia3 becpme the fi^hion 
of the place to adi^ rather than any steady 
feding or solid convictioB. The Biurschen pe-t 
culiarities ve taken up because they belong to 
Ae sort of && to wbich the person is, for atime, 
conaigiied; but <Aey do not adhere to the man, 
or become abidiiig pairts of bis oharacter ; once 
bey«md:tl>e watts of the town, and they fisdl from 
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194 JENA. 

him with the long hair. Were it otherwise, the 
consequences would already have been visible. 
Did these young men carry out into the world 
the same vague and heated ideas, and the same 
dangerous readiness to act upon them, which are 
reckoned part of their duties at college, it might 
furnish good grounds for the political precau- 
tions of alarmed governments, but it would like- 
wise render them unavailing ; for the great mass 
of the people would speedily be leavened. 
These are the very men, who, in many cases, 
form the army, who instruct the people, who 
occupy all the lower, and not a few of the high- 
er departments in the provincial governments. 
There does not seem to be much more reason 
to fear that a swaggermg and unruly German 
Bursche will become a quarrelsome and riotous 
German citizen, than ihere would be to appre- 
hend that a boy of Eton would grow up to be a 
radical leader in Parliament, because at school 
he had borne a share in a barring out. 

The decay of discipline which disfigures most 
of the universities, and the manifold forms of li- 
centiousness aiid insubordination which have he- 
cessiarily arisen from it, are intimately connected 
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with die jurisdictkm of the university. The 
senate possessed exclusive jurisdiction in civil 
causes as well as in criniinal prosecutions; it 
wielded likewise all the powers of police over 
this portion of the community. In capital of- 
fences, if any such occurred, the criminal was 
generally turned over to the regular authorities ; 
but, in all other cases, he was amenable only to 
the Prorector and Senate of his university. The 
modes of punisHment were fines, expulsion, or 
imprisonment; for every German university has 
a gaol attached to it, though the durance is not 
very-severe in itself, md, in the eyes of the 
Burslchen, is attended with no disgrace. Tliey 
do not think the less of a man because he has 
been dent to. the college prison for some act of 
insubordination ; it raises his character as a 
proved, tried Bursche ; it tells for him like a 
feat of Renownings it adds as much to his aca- 
demic glory as if he had " tweaked a Philis- 
tine." He moves to his dungebn " with mili- 
tary glecj" perfectly aware, that, by a little in- 
convenience, he is purchasing much influence 
and respectability among his companions'. 
It is long since doubts began to be entertain* 
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ed of the efficiency of tliis exclusive jurisdiction 
vested in the professors. These doubts or^« 
nated in the laxity widi which the jurisdiction 
has been ex^rdsed, and this ruinous laxity is 
inherait in the system. Notwithstanding all that 
has been written and said in its defence, it must 
be manifest to every one who knows the Ger- 
man universities, that, in pomt of fact, it has 
done mischief, and may be ranked among the 
principal causes of the decay of discipline. 
Where students Uve in the manner just described, 
and the maintenance of the public peace, as well 
as of academical good order, is entrusted to the 
university itself, the duties of the Prorector and 
Senate are at once laborious and invidious. The 
discipline of the university depends entirely on 
the rigour with which these gentlemen discharge 
their duty ; and this mode of administration is 
favourable neither to uniformity nor to firmness. 
As the Prorector is chfmged every half year, all 
the good which a man of vigilance and determi- 
nation has effected in six months may be un- 
done, as it ofi^DL has been undone, during the 
following six, by the carelessness, the laxity, or 
the connivaiiee of his mxcGessor. He has, to be 
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sure, a coomiittee €^ die Semite, to assist bim in 
the ordinary business; but, though this dimi- 
nbhes his reqxmsibility, it does not in any way 
mend the matter ; for it has long been the pre- 
vailing spirit of every German faculty to wink, 
as much as possible, at the irregularities of their 
pupils, and relax the reins of discipline; — ^be- 
cause^ to hold them with a firm hand exposes the 
masters to odium* If it was natural for the stu- 
dents to prefer a kindly, paternal, indulgent ju- 
risdiction of this kind, on whose fears and com- 
fc^ts they could operate in so many ways, to the 
legal sternness and strictness of a police magi- 
strate, it was equally natural, that the Professor 
should choose to be a favourite among the youAg 
men, on whom, in some measure, his &xne, his 
fees, and even the quiet of his life depended, ra- 
ther than to be detested by them as a tyrannical 
master, or a too rigorous judge. The Burschen 
speedily saw their advantage. Feeling that 
weak hands guided the chariot of the sun, they 
got the bit between their teeth, and started off 
in their unrestrained course, setting all the uni- 
versities on fire. For the rigorous among their 
teachers they had hootings and perecAs ; for the 
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indulgent they had vivats and serenades. It 
was nothing uncommon to see a, venerable pro- 
fessor descend from among his folios to the filial 
youths who fiddled beneath his window, at fall 
of night, and, with. cap in hand, : while tears of 
tenderness, diluted the rheum of his aged eyes, 
humbly thank the covered crowd for the inestim- 
able honour. : It is, no doubt, very, amiable in 
these gentlemen to say, that jthe. spirit of a young 
man must not be broken, or his. honour severely 
wounded;. that he is not to be punished as a 
criminal, but gently reclaimed, like a child who 
has gcme astray, by the paternal. band of his in- 
structors ; but the efficiency of paternal authority 
has its bounds, even where the. natural relation 
gives it greater weight than the metaphorical pa- 
ternity of the university fathers,— -and the Bur- 
schen have long since been far . beyond ' these 
bounds. Wheji.the question is, whether the 
professors shall throw off the fathei; and assume 
the judge, or see the discipline of the university, 
and the manner^ of its students, wrecked before 
their eyes, these amiable commonplaces are the 
root of idl evil. The question had come to this 
a century ago, and the matter has every ye» 
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b^en growing worse. Gottingen had not exjist- 
ed many years before discipline was so miserably 
neglected, in consequence of this system of truck- 
ling, that Miinchausen appointed a Syndicus, or 
superior magistrate, who had no connection with 
the university, to superintend the execution of 
the laws. . It has ended at length, as the abuse 
of a privilege always does. end, in the curtail- 
ment of this exclusive jurisdiction of. which the 
professors were so proud .and so chary. As the 
ordinary irregularities of the students have been 
mixed up, of late years, with political feelings, 
to which even some of the teachers iiicautiously 
lent their countenance, the governments have 
in general found it prudent to conjoin civil as- 
sessors with the academical authorities, and to 
narrow, on the whole, the limits of their: exclu- 
sive jurisdiction. 

I am not even sure that the easy footing on 
which the professors of Jena seem to live with 
their students is altogether desirable; for, in such 
matters, mistaken affability can do more mischief 
than even superciliousness. There is no harm 
in waltzing in Germany,, and no harm any where 
in playing whist or the piano; but a Gei^nai^ 
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fii^e^ rrho hiis to manage Qermaxk Burschen^ 
riionld be the last man to fbrget die proverb 
wUdi makes familiarity and ccmtempt moi^er 
and daughter* The professors have lately form-^ 
ed a Landsmaniuchaft, as it were, of their o^vm, 
to JRemmm, by giving diemselves and die stu* 
denU an entertamment every Sunday evening m 
the Rose, die same favoured kin to which they 
have restricted the Burschen balls. The pn^s- 
sors alone are members of die associadon ; but 
each of them has the privilege of inviting as many 
students, or strangers, a^ bethinks proper. The 
very intention g£ die diing ivas, if not to gratify 
the young mem by a mark of attention for good 
behaviomv and mortify the disorderly by exclu- 
sion, at least to give them some chance of civil- 
ization, by submitting then^ to the polish of well- 
behaved company, and respectable ladies* On 
alternate evesnngs diere is a regular concert, for 
hw Bnrschen do not play some instrument, and 
play it veil. On the odiers diere are tea-tables, 
and c»rd*^ble6, a litde music, and a little dasmy 
i^g. The ladies sing^ play die piimo, perhaps 
valtz for an hour, and, by nine o'ckclc, all is 
iKTer^ in a decent Christian way, — if eitherof these 
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epithets can be applied to such a mode of q^end^ 
ing Sunday ereniiigi The dethroned Profegsor 
of Natural History was waltzing tMst vigorous^ 
ly, while the Professor of Greek hopped viva- 
ciously about as. 4xrhiier eleganiiatum. Who, 
after this, will talk of Heayysterns and Heavy*- 
sides as representatives of German erudition ? 
Who will style German Prc^essors dull book- 
worms, when they thus flutter like butterflies? 
It is perfectly true, that a select number of the 
young men thus aomse themselves, for a couple 
of hours, like well-bred persons, under the eyes 
of their academical superiors ; but this has a very 
partial and temporary efiect The teacfalir and 
the taught, those ^wfao should command, aind 
those who should obey, are brought togedier in 
a fashion by no means favourable to rigid disci^ 
pline. I cannot believe that the students, ac- 
customed to see their professors thus ocicupied, 
and to be thus occupied alcmg with them, on Sun- 
day evening, can regard them as very authorita^ 
tive perscmages on Monday morning. Besides, 
it can only extend to a very limited number ; 
while thirty or forty of the most req)ectable 
youngsters are growing smooth under the hands 
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ctf academical ladies, the -three or four hundred, 
•who stand most in need of reformation, are 
hatching academical rebellions over jugs of beer. 
. . Jeiia used: to muster about eight hundred stu- 
dents, but, within the last five years, the number 
has diminished to nearly one*half, and, as in most 
other German universities, the large proportion 
which is supported entirely or partly oh charity 
excites surprise. . It has been the baiie of these 
seminaries that the liberality of the public, and 
the mistaken piety of individuals, converted 
them, in some measure, .into charity schools. 
Bursaries and exhibitions, when kept within 
proper bounds, may do much good ; but, in this 
country, we have no .idea of the extravagant 
length to which they have been carried in the 
German universities, the Protestant as well as 
the Catholic, and, above all, in the department 
of Theology. . At the Reformation, there was a 
large demand for preachers in the Protestant 
market, and it was thought, that part of the ec- 
clesiastical, re venues, thrown open to the state by 
the downfall of popery, could not be better em- 
ployed than in encouraging the . manufacture ; 
the production of clergymen was cherished by a 
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bbilhty. In the Catholic countries, agaiii, the 
public seminaries h^ always a great deal of the 
hogritium in them : theology is frequently taught 
in the cloister ; and to assist the rising priesthood 
is one great end of monastic wealth. A hierarchy, 
whose constitutibn provides for the finished priest 
so many temples of indolence, where he may doze 
away his life, Would act inconsistently if it with- 
held its liberal hand in preparing him for his high 
destiny. The unavoidable consequence of all 
this mistaken liberality was, to allure into the 
learned professions, and particularly into the 
church, a great number of men who otherwise 
would never have thought of quitting a more ap- 
propriate occupation. The market was speedily 
glutted, and so it will continue, so long as those 
premiums exist, which draw crowds into pro-^ 
fessions, where neither the sins, nor the diseases, 
nor the law-suits of the people, wicked, sickly, 
and quarrelsome as the world is, can possibly 
give them all bread. 

Jena is comparatively free from this form of 
liberality ; the princes who founded it have al- 
ways been too poor to be nursing fathers ta the 
church, in this sense of the words. The only 
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eleemosynary institttticm ig the FrefiiidliT Of Free-- 
TaNef >iirhich omsists in thiB^ that a eerlam num- 
ber of students are provided by the univeraity 
with dinner and supper at a public table ; they 
must supply all their other wants as they, best 
can. Even the table is not always entirely gra- 
tttitous. The senate as e in the habit of exacting, 
from such as can a&rd it, a groschen a-day, not 
quite a shilling weekly ; aiid nearly one-half of 
the whole number has been known to pay it. 
The whole number of places is a hundred and 
fifty ; thus charitable provision is made for more 
than ope-fourth of all the students attending the 
university I The alms have now assumed a dif- 
ferent form. The young men themselves natur- 
ally shrunk from the inferiority with which they 
were publicly marked in the eyes of their compa- 
nions, and, still more, from the restraints which 
dinners and suppers, under academical inspec- 
tion, laid upon their academieal liberty. Their 
fellow-students would not even condesc«[id K) 
fight with them ; and no Hindoo can feel greater 
horror at loss of Caste, than a Bursche at being 
thought unworthy to scoMdalize. This forbear- 
ance of their superiors might sometmaes proceed 
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from a more laudable motive. They knew, that 
if one of tibese poor fellows were detected in a 
samdal^ lie might possibly forfeit his place at the 
free^table ; perhaps, therefore, to avoni seeking 
qitttrels with them showed delicacy rather than 
supercilionsiiess. Bat to the Knights of the 
Free-Table this was the severest of ail mortiflea* 
tioBs ; they would not be spared. At the same 
time, they were perpetually complaining of their 
provender^ and denouncing to the Prorectoi', the 
butcher, the baker, the cook, and the superin- 
tendent All these circumstances induced the 
senate, four years ago, to abolish the institution^ 
and apply the funds to the use of the same stu- 
AeoXs in a different way. To each is allotted a 
proportional share of the whole sum, and he is 
allowed to eat where he chooses. He does not 
receive the money, otherwise it would instantly 
dissolve in beer ; he selects his table in one of the 
numerous eating-houses, and, to the amount of 
the sum to which he is entitled, the university is 
security to the landlord. 

The sudden diminution of the number of stur 
dents originated in the murder of Kotzebue, and 
the wide-spread, but extravagant belief, that the 
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whole body of the youth of Jena were infected 
with the same principles, would exhibit them in 
similar frightful deeds, if they could only be 
worked up to the same pitch of devotedneiss with 
Kotzebue's assassin, and that even some of her 
chairs were prostituted to teach sedition, and in- 
directly, at least, to palliate assassination. It can- 
not be denied that, there was enough in Jena to 
teach a man very troublesome, because very 
vague, though ardent political doctrines; but 
there was nothing at all to teach him murder. 
Stod's former companions and instructors uni- 
formly speak of him as a reserved, mystical per- 
son, who kept aloof even from the noisy pastimes 
of his brethren. In fact, the storm had long 
been gathering over Jena. Jena had arranged 
the Wartburg festival, which was treated as 
downright rebellion ; Jena had given birth to the 
Bui'schenschaft, an institution of most problema- 
tical tendency; among the professors of Jena had 
appeared the periodical publications which dis- 
turbed the sleep of all the diplomatists of Frank- 
fortand Vienna. The murder of Kotzebue, a main, 
the manner of whose death did Germany more 
mischief than all the servile volufoes he could 
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have written, famished, unfortunately, too good 
a pretext for crushing the obnoxious university. 
Jena was proscribed: some.of the. states express- 
ly prohibited their youth to study there : in all, 
it was allowed to be known, that those who did 
study there would be looked on with an evil eye. 
: If it be impossible to acquit some of the Pro- 
fessors of having been misled, by their zeal, tot 
political ameliorations, incautiously to counte- 
nance the extravagances of their pupils, the irn^ 
prudence has brought a severe punishment on 
all ; — for all have suffered most sensibly from the 
diminution in the number of students. They 
have been attacked, too, with suspensions, depo- 
sitions, and threats. Fries, the Professor of 
Metaphysics, attended the festival on the Wart- 
burg, where the students burned certain slavish 
books ; he was suspended from his office, and has. 
not yet been restored. The most unfortunate, 
as the most imprudent of all, was Dr Oken, the 
Professor of Natural History. The scientific 
world allows him to be a man of most extensive 
and accurate learning in all the departments of 
his science. His character is entirely made up of 
placidity and kindliness ; in conversation he seems 



SOS JfiNA. 

Studiously to tLVcid touching on political topics ; 
he h appfKTently, and th€ voice of his colleagues 
declares him to be in reality, among the most 
tranquil, mild» easy minded mien alive. He, 
too, was at the Wartburg, and, in the contest of 
(q)inion which arose in Germany about the esta- 
blishment of internal liberty, Dr Oken, like most 
of his colleagues, took the liberal side. He was 
editor of the Isis, a periodical publication de- 
voted entirely to natural science ; but he now be- 
gan to consecrate its pages to political discussion. 
He wrote galling things, and the manner in 
which he said them was perhaps more provoking 
than what was said. From his style of learning, he 
was probably the very last man in the universi- 
ty that should have meddled with politics ; yet, 
unfortunately, he meddled with them in a more 
irritating way than any other persoii. Russia, 
Austria, and, it is said, Prussia, insisted that he 
should be dismissed as the most dangerous of 
Jacobins, who was organizing a revolution in the 
bosom of the university. The Grand Duke, who 
loves hot harshness, long resisted taking so deci- 
sive a step against a man so universally beldved 
for his personal, and respected for his scientific 
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character; but all be could gain was, that Dr 
Oken diould hare the choice of giving up his 
journal, or resigning his chain The Professor 
refused to do either, saying very justly, that he 
knew no law which rendered them incompatible. 
His doom was fixed. In June 1819 he was dis-' 
missed from his office, without any farther in* 
quiry, or any sentence of a court of justice. 
The standing commission of the Weimar parlia- 
ment gave its approbation to the measure at the 
time, and, as has been already mentioned, when 
the question was afterwards brought before the 
whole chamber, that body, to the astonishment 
of all Germany, voted the dismissal to be legaL 
It Js unnecessary to say, that the fall of the 
Professor increased the iddiatry of the Burschea 
towards him. On his deposition, they presented 
to him a silver cup, which he dismays on his fru^ 
gal board with an honest i»ride, bearing the in- 
scription, Wenrnttk war Bit gAoOien : trinhe 
Wem. * A person in Weimar, who had cultir 
vated natural history, left behind him, at his 
dttath, a valuable collectiim of foreign imd na- 

• Wormwood wB8(^redtb€c; driak win€. 
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tive insects^ which his widow wished to sell. No 
sooner did the students learn that Okeii was in 
treaty for it, than they purchased it at their own 
expense, and presented it to him in the name of 
the Burschen. The patience and equanimity 
with which he has borne his misfortune have 
conciliated every body. The Isis, reclaimed 
from her political wanderings, has returned to 
jchemistry and natural history, with equal bene- 
fit to her master, and to the sciences; and aU 
join in the hope, that Dr Oken will soon be re- 
stored to the chair which he filled so usefully^ 

Luden, Professor of History, would probably 
have shared ibe same fate, had he not read the 
signs of the times more accurately, and retired 
seasonably from the contest In his own depart- 
ment, he has' justly the reputation of being one 
of the best heads in Germany. He possesses 
great learning ; he is acute, nervous, and elo- 
quent, occasionally intolerably caustic, and some- 
times over-hasty and fiery in his opinions, or ra- 
ther in defending them. The party that num^ 
bers Luden among its champions is sure to be 
deficient neither in learning, nor logic, nor wit. 
His class has always been the most numerously 
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attended in the university, for the marrow of his 
prelections consists, not in narrations of histori- 
cal facts which any body can read in a book, but 
in elucidations and disquisitions springing out of 
these facts, which, if not always correct, are al« 
ways clever. He is an idolater of Sir William 
Temple, of whom he has written a life. ^^ If I 
^^ know any thing," said he, oile day in his lec- 
ture, " of the spirit of history, or if I have ledrn- 
^^ ed to judge of political institutions and political 
1^. conduct, it is to Sir William Temple that I 
« owe it all." In the beginning of 1814, when 
Germany was about to put forth all her power 
to banish the long endured domination of France, 
Luden began the publication of his Nemesis. 
As its name imports, the: great object, of the 
journal was to arouse and keep alive the pub- 
lic feeling, and it is said to have been wonder- 
fully successful. . After the general peace arose 
internal political irritation. The Nemesis, hav- 
ing nothing more to do with France^ now be- 
came the bulwark of the liberals of Germany. 
The opposite party dreaded it more than any 
other, both from the talent which it displayed, 
and the weight of the editor's chai*acter, who was 
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well known to be no visionary, and to be perfect- 
ly master of the subjects that were treated in his 
journal* Neither did it give them the same con- 
venient handle as the imprudent Isis ; for it in- 
dulged in nothing personal, or irritating, or difr- 
respectful. It was no book for the many ; it 
dealt only in sober political disquisilionsy and 
erudite historical illustrations, tainted with a 
good deal of that metaphysic which belongs to 
all German politicians. Perhaps ihese very 
qualities rendered a victory over the Nemesia in- 
dispensable, and Luden's unfortunate collision 
with Kotzebue furnished too good an cppertU" 
nity for at least harassing the editor. 

An article in the Nemesis, written by Lud^i 
himself, in winch be took a view of the e<»idi- 
tion and policy of the leading European powers, 
contained some remarks on the internal admini- 
stration and foreign policy of Russia, — not, in- 
deed, in the style of eulogy, but just as little in 
that of insult or disrespect. Kotzebue was fuii$h- 
ing his second report to the Emperor of Rui^ia 
on the occurrences of German literature, when 
this tract came, under his eye. Already in open 
war with all universities and all professors, he in- 
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serted a very partial and un&vourable notice of 
it in his bulletin, suppressing erery thing respect^ 
£il or laudatory that was said of Russia, setting 
ev^ry thing censorious in the most odious light, 
and accompanying the whole with virulent re«^ 
marks, equally injurious to the public and pri« 
▼ate character of the author, Kotzebue's reports 
were written in French, and were transcribed by 
a person in Weimar, before being sent to St 
Petersburgh. The copyist was no adept in 
French ; and beixig doubtful of some passages, 
he requested his neighbour, Dr L . ■ , to read 
them for him. It so happened that these sen- 
tences were among the most virulent against Lu* 
den, of whom Dr L- was an intimate acquain- 
tance. The latter, struck with their character, 
prevailed on the copyist to leave the manuscript 
with him for a few hours, transcribed all that 
rented to his friend, and sent it off to Jena. A 
new number of the Nemesis was in the press ; 
Luden sent the extracts from Kotzebue's report 
to be printed in it, accompanied with a very am- 
ple and bitter commentary. This journal was 
prisited in Weimar ; Kotzebue learned, it was 
never discovered how, that a portion of his bul- 
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letin, and a portion which he was^not at all de- 
sirous that Germany should know» was to appear 
in the next number ; and, on his application, the 
Russian Resident demanded that this allied 
violation of private property should be prevent- 
ed. Count Edling, who was at that time foreign 
minister, immediately- ordered Bertuch not to 
proceed with the printing of that number of the 
Nemesis. But it so happened, that great part 
of the impression was already thrown off; and, 
as there was no order not to jtneUttfA, the printed 
copies were sent to Jena toba distributed. Kotze- 
bue stormed ; all the numbers of the Nemesis, 
containing the obnoxious article, were seized and 
condemned. The seizure was in vain, for Oken 
immediately^ republished it in the Isis. The 
Isis was seized and condemned, and Wieland 
immediately reprinted it in his " Friend of the 
People." * This journal, too, was seized and con- 



* This was the son of the great Wieland. He had 
some talent, but was unsteady. His ^' Friend of the 
People" was suppressed ; then he tried to re-escablish it 
under .the title of « The Friend of Princes,"— but vari6us 
princes would have nothing to do with such friends; then 
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demned ; but the matter was known by this time 
over . all Germany. Kotzebue, detected in his 
malevolence, thwarted in all his attempts at sup- 
pression, and the object of general dislike, was 
exasperated to the utmost. He railed at the 
government of Weimar, in good set terms, 
threatened the grand duchy with the vengeance 
of the Russian Autocrat, and retired, fuming, 
to MaiAeim. Criminal proceedings were insti- 
tuted against Luden ; the court at Weimar sent 
the case for judgment to the University of Leip- 
zig, which condemned-the professor to pay a fine, 
or go to prison for three months; but, on an ap- 
peal to the supreme court at Jena, the sentence 
was reversed. It was now his turn to attack. 
He prosecuted Kotzebue for defamation; and 
the court at Weimar, which seems to have been 
determined to keepclear of thematter altogether, 
sent the case to the juridical faculty of Wiir?- 
burg. That University ordained Kotzebue to 
recant what he had written against Ludeii, as 



it assumed the name of " The Patriot ;" but no printed 
Proteus can escape a vigilant police, and at last Wieland 
died, just at the proper time, when he had nothing to do. 
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being false and injurious, and to pay tbe costs 
of suit. The progress, and, still more^ the judi- 
cial termination of this afPur couM not be agree- 
able to the Court of St Petersburgh, whose influ- 
ence, frmn family connections, must always be 
powerful at Weimar. Harassed by the trouble- 
scHne consequences of the quarrel, foreseeing the 
progress of the policy, that, in a few months, in- 
troduced a censorship, under which he would 
have disdained to proceed, and appreh^iding, 
perhaps, a similar fate to that whiA so soon 
overtook Dr Oken, Professor Luden gave up 
together the struggle and the Nemesis. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

WEISSENFELS — ^LEIPZICI DRESDEN. 

Gott segue Sachsenland, 

Wo fest die Treue stand 

In Stunn und Nacht. 

Saxon NuHtmai Hymn, 

From 'Weimar, the territory of the grand 
dochy still stretches a dozen miles to the north- 
ward, along the great commercial road between 
Frankfort and Leipzig, till it meets the south- 
ern frontier of Prussia, on the summit of the 
Eckartsberg, a woody ridge into which the 
country gradually rises, and from time imme- 
morial a chace of the House of Weimar. There 
is less culture, and less population, than in the 
southern districts,, for the country is cold and 
hilly. The villages are gei^raUy in the' hol- 
lows, on the bank of some small stream, rural 

YOL. I. K 
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enough in their accompaniments, but frequently 
betraying in themselves utter penury. One 
wonders where the people come from who pay 
the taxes in this country. Districts have been 
known to pay in agricultural produce, from in- 
ability to raise mon^. It can only be an incor- 
rigible attachment to old habits, that induces 
the peBssaa^ s^ to use so miatA wood iii build- 
ing their cottages, where stone is abundant, fuel 
scarce and expensive, and fires frequent and 
destructive. A watchman, appointed for the 
special jpiu^os^ (per Feuerwachter,J looks out 
all night from the tower of the old castle in 
Weipiaiv to gii^ tiie alanai iffiveiappear within 
his horiaoQ. I have aeen ji village' of jEbvtjr* 
eif^ hoiiaea nadvMd to a b^p bf adMS^'in. a 
Gouidbfif houTfiy except die diordi^ wUdi; wis 
of stone. From the mastarials used ik fanlding 
and roofing, and dbe conneetion of ii* faoHses 
miih each Dthvv ^yi€gy peasant ia ^Esposed^ aot 
0vly to fajaowa rnxsc^aoces^ but to lltDai^ Kke* 
wise^ of AU.his tirigfi^wiiara ; for, if eofi hoaift in 
tba viBagQ itahe &», th^ pcobabilj^; always i% 
tint vary few wiU eapape* Y^ the pcAisant wili 
nather nm the xkk of h«rii^: his house buned 
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about his ears twice a^y^ar, than be at the 
expense of insuring it. fin the liMt^ session* of 
the Landtag, a pian was introdaoed* for esta^ 
blishing an insurance company by public autho-* 
rity; the insurance in which should bie ciomjml- 
sbry. it ho dodbt sounds strsnge to talk of 
««HiipelIiagpei^#tordo theinselvesa good turn ; 
bht^ wi&eut some' similar interventtiouiof'ptAdici 
authority, the want^bf capital and enterprise is a 
suffibieoEt biir to the estab&hnient o£ stuth inisiti- 
tiktiixns* 

At Weissenfels^ which hai^itsiiame(th4'White 
"Rodb) from the rai^e (^ precipiefes t^hoi^ foot 
ir washed by the Saal, the stranger ri^ard^ 
^th much' indiflferenee, itii tho vaults^ d^ the' old 
oastie, tbe^ cumbersome coliSsisr of' uni^re^rdng 
j^wes^ and vimts with reverreiiee theapartihMt 
it^which the bleeding body of'Gustavtls Adol- 
phus w«5 deposited after the ba^le of Liitito. 
An inscription, commemorating die «vent, re- 
cords^ fflncmg- other things, that the heftrt of the 
hero weighed ten pounds some ouncies.. Filrt 
of Acf waU' of the^ hmhu had been staimed wftfr" 
his 4>lood,' and it was long anxiously preserved, 
till die pilaster was cut out^ and carried olrby 
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Swedish soldiers. The spot itself is still reli- 
giously protected against all whitewashings, and 
covered by a sliding pannel, retains its old dirty 
hue. 

Dr Milliner, the great living dramatist of 
Germany, honours Weissenfels with his resi- 
dence. He is a doctor of laws, and an advocate, 
a profession which supplies tragedy writers in 
more countries than one; but he gets into so 
many disputes with neighbours and booksellers, 
that he is jocularly said to be his own best client. 
He certainly has more of the spirit of poetry in 
him than any of his living rivals, except Giithe ; 
but many of his finest passages are lyric, rather 
than dramatic. His appearance betokens no- 
thing of the soul which breathes in his tragedies. 
He was still in bed at mid-day, for he never be- 
gins his poetical labours till after midnight. He 
spends the hours of darkness with the ladies of 
Parnassus, disturbs the whole neighbourhood by 
the vehemence with which he declaims his new- 
ly composed verses, and late in the morning re- 
tires to bed. He speaks willingly of his own 
works, and seems to have a very proper sense of 
their jmerits. His general humour is extremely. 
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dry and sarcastic. Gbthe had sent him over 
from Weimar a number of Blackwood's Maga- 
zine, containing a critique on the Schuld, with 
specimens of a translation. He took Blackwood 
to be the name of the author of the Magazine, 
and a distinguished literary character ; nor did 
he seem to give me his full belief, when I assur- 
ed him, that that gentleman was just a bookseller 
and publisher like his friend Brockhaus in Leip- 
zig. He was ovegoyed to learn that we have 
more than one translation of Leonora, for " the 
yelpers," he said, were beginning to allege, that 
Burger had stolen it from an old Scottish ballad. 
We cannot claim that honour, but some of Dr 
Milliner's brethren plunder us without mercy or 
acknowledgment. A very meritorious piece of 
poetry was once pointed out to me in the works 
of Haug, the epigrammatist, as a proof that the 
simple ballad had not died out with Schiller. It 
was neither less nor more than a translation of 
our own delicious " Barbara AUan,^' whom Haug 
has converted, so far as I recollect, into << Julia 
Klangen." 

Haug has written too many epigrams to have 
written many good ones ; they want point and 
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delicacy, fie has.no fewisr tban aa hundredoii 
the Bardolpbian nose of an kmkeeper n^o had 
offisnded him. C^e of bifi^ best is in the forin of 
ap i^pitaph on a ladj of i^uik and weU-known. 
gallantry, and the ideals n^w: . . 

Ai Titus thought, so thought the f«r deceased, V 
And daily made one happy man, at least.* 

It wns in the^me of the same lady, who spoke 
much too boldly of her contempt for the calumi' 
nie^rof the world, that he afterwards sung^-*-*^ 

'* I wttep me in my yiitue'^spotless xeat ; 
That'd what the world calls, going lightly dressed.'' 

The difference between courtship and marriage 
has been the theme of wits since the first bride 
was won, and the first epigram turned, Haug 
does not belie his trade : 

She, You men are angels while you woo the maidy 
But devils when the marriage-Tow is said. 

He. The change, good wife, is easily foigiveh ; 
We find ourselves in hell, instead of heaven. 



liier schlammert'ilie wie Titus dacfate^ 
Und Mig^idh eineo gl&klioh macbte. 



A pontimied fdaiB extoids fixm W^iasenfida 
to L^zig. At Liitzeii, the rood runs tbDOOgk 
the field on which Qustavus Bud WftU^dSteiii^. 
each of them as yet unconquered, brought their 
skill -and prowess to the trial agaipist eai^ other 
for the first, the last, the only time. Cloae by 
Ihe rood is tbe spot where Gustavus £dL under 
repeated wounds, buried beneaith a heap of di#d 
piled above his corpse in the dseadfiil oOBifltct 
which took pkoe for .Us dead body . Anmaber 
of iHibewn stones^ set horiaontaUy in the eav&t 
in the form of a cross^ nnurk the spot On oae 
of them is rudely earvied in Germaiiy << GustaTua 
<< Adolphi^ King of Sweden, fi^ hare for libcr- 
<< ty of eoBscienee*" Aahapeless mass that rises 
from the c^itre of 4dbe cross^andtsiiiee^tbatdf^, 
has been called ^ Tke Stone of ifat Swede,'' 
bears merely the initu^ of the monarch's nane* 
Though in a field, and cl^se upon die roadt 
neither plough nor wheel has been allowed ,to 
profime the spot. Some pious hand has plam»> 
ed round it. a few poplars, and disposed within 
the circle some rude bench^ of turf, wh«re the 
wanderer may linger, musipg «» the d^eda and 
the fat« of a heroic aod phhrfdjrpiis monarch. 
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This rude memorial, standing on his <^ deathbed 
of fame," produces a deeper feeling of reality 
and veneration than many mountains of marble 
— than ^' sculptured urn and monumental bust,'^- 
— so powerful are the associations which locality 
can call up. 

Immediately beyond Lutzen, Royal Saxony 
begins to " rear her diininished head," — a por- 
tion of Germany which, in the arts and elegancies 
of life, as well as in industry, acknowledges no* 
superior. Leipzig gives at once full proof of 
the latter. The banker, the merchant, and the- 
bookseller, would assuredly find in it a great 
deal that is worthy his notice; but to the travel- 
ler who has none of those sources of interest, it 
presents, after Frankfort, little that is new. To 
any other foreigner, a town like the one or the 
other is infinitely more amusing than to a Bri- 
ton ; for to the former it is novel and unique, 
and hence the wonderment with which they 
speak, and the pride with which they boast of . 
it. The German, the Russian, the Pole, the 
Austrian, the Italian, the Swiss, and, in an hun- 
dred instances, the Frenchman, has seen nothing 
like such a scene of commercial activity, and pos^ 
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sibly will see nothing like it again :— such regi-> 
ments of bales, such mountains of wool-packs, 
such firmaments of mirrors, such processions of 
porters and carters, are to him a new world ; 
and when the novelty has worn off, he forms his 
opinion of the place, at last, according as he has 
been seeking money or amusement. But to a 
Briton, £resh from his own country, the chand- 
ler's shop of Europe, and the weaving factory of 
the universe, a town like Leipzig has not even 
the charm of novelty in what renders it striking 
and interesting to most other people.. Only in- 
dividual groupes now and then attract his no- 
. tice. 

Leipzig does not equal Frankfort in pomp and 
bustle, but it is a much more imposing and better 
built town. There is an odd mixture of the old 
and the. new, which is far firom producing any 
unpleasant effect. . Few towns exhibit so much 
of the carved masonry which characterized the 
old German style of building, joined with so 
much stateliness. The whole wears an air of 
comfort and substantiality, which accords excel- 
lently weU with the occupations and character of 
the inhabitants. Many of the shops would make 



a figure eyeiL mIxHidaiL; but' 4hesi iiaiey are'fiUl 
of TSr^^'g^ waxtSp and manj dT ^inime who &^ 
quent themare'fttUof.ilnglishm&BiieEisiiL; ISie 
dandyism of £oiid Street lonngpss afc'rtke diesks 
and behind the smmtexd of Leipa^, :ia'.nibKt 
than its niitive exaggeratioA. The more iobep 
inhabitants, well acquainted with our imitation- 
shawls, denominate these young xountrymeti^ 
their own, iraitaticHb-Bnglishmen. fiut Franks 
fort has immeasurably the advantage in e^veljr 
thing outside of 4he town. The levels welUcniI* 
tivated, monotonous country rpuiid Leipz^^ 
poor in natund beaut^Tyibut rich 'in histoidcal re- 
collections, abundantly supplies the wants, with- 
out offering any. thing toigradfythe^taste, of the 
citizens. The afield 'vdiere Oustavus took ven- 
geance on the 'ferocious Tilly, -for the sack of 
Magdeburg-^the field where Oustaviis himself 
felt-«-the £eld wheve^^ in ^our .own day, united 
Germany << broke iiertshaxiis on the (pressor's 
'head,^ all surround' this peaoefpl mart of com^ 
merce. Le^ig httsiseenqnore blood sfaedinits 
neij^dixnurhood, 4md mcve^merchandiBe pouring 
ivealth throi^ its<«tre6ts,>tiiaa ^y ^ther dtjr of 
Crenaaoy.' 



. Maoy parte of ^l^dlys^ bear distkicttra^ 
ef the-pbstuiate^^^oi^ctwbidb took places wkm 
tb^ AUie$^ jn the heat of vktoty, f^roed Ibijr 
way into thci towp. The hoiMfe^ m th^ principi^ 
$tre^ of the suburb throu^ which ^he jfljEvuri- 
ated Prussians advanoed, are riddle^witb slH>t; 
and ^e inhabitants, far from wishing to ol)titer«f 
ate thelBie memorials c^ the ^olkencVcU^ or 
iBalide of tlie People, as theyli^a^ it, have q^ir^e* 
fully In^dd^ in the walls ^eaniiop^baUs which 
had reboijii4^ The Easter, which n^s^oi^ 
pMt'fif tjh$ iswdsprbs^ iu£i4 occasdonied th$ final de- 
9tlwtioB ^f the French ai»ay, m fe refdity k^t » 
diteh».aiid «§U)i$r ^ dei^p ^p^ a l^oi^d gm- 
Wfe^e ir *ra*efi £he|^df« <8C JVfr Hwhei^- 
b^cji's ^uiB»fterf«ivfli<)n^it rec^Biv^ Ppn»fttow^j^J, 
wJm^ ilready ifpu^ded, t9<>k b» Fay. thrpngli 
thfigfLTfl^ whm ril was jlost, ^/r^** iRth 
hkfWMa^e^ hQ«^i2i ^s Api^^mUy in^^$i^np|j^ 
vkml^ Ai^»sf!^ei|i|iiCl^^^P^¥h?r#th« 

ii«mAh»i^ $eq(||«|i)| to b^ 
nfffi^ti^n t» fte pem<jpy of Ai? P^liftb gl^^ 
Ip^e ^:eg^t$ry^,q|^ of tjbie Jiargi^ m^ nMfijt 

homelir m £»r0pe, .wJi^ee Miit.ietfii9^t»ig grav^ 
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is that of Grellert, the pious father of German li- 
terature, I observed an old epitaph, extremely 
characteristic of the reigning spirit of the place, 
but in much too light a strain to be imitated, 
though undoubtedly the writer held it, in his 
day, to be a very ingenious combination of piety- 
and bank business. It is in the form of a bill 
of exchange for a certain quantity of salvation, 
drawn on and accepted by the Messiah, in favour 
of the merchant who is buried below, and pay- 
able in heaven, at the day of judgment. 

Every citizen of Leipzig \^osLSts of the church, 
of St Nicholas, and its paintings, as a spl^idid 
proof of the good taste of his mercantile city in 
the arts, and the munificence with which it has 
cherished them. It has the singular merit of 
being in the form of a square, a very question- 
able innovation. , The Corinthian pillars, which 
separate the nave from the aisles, are handsome 
objects in themselves, but the barbarous or fan- 
tastic architect has enveloped the capitals in 
sprawling bunches of palm_ leaves, a deplorable 
substitute for the acanthus. He seems to have 
bad some idea in his head of. making the roof 
appear.to rest on palm trees. In general, it is 
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difficult to judge of architectural beauty in the 
interior of a Protestant church, provided with 
all its accommodations; for the arrangements 
required, or supposed to be required, by the 
Protestant service, are frequently incompatible 
with architectural effect. The galleries, for ex- 
ample, take aU beauty from the pillars which 
they divide ; and here there is a double tier of 
them. Santa Maria Maggiore, and San Paolo* 
fiiori delle Mura, (while it yet stood,) present 
the noblest architectural perspectives in Europe; 
but what would become of them, if their. pillars 
were loaded with galleries ? 

The altar-piece of this church, as well as the 
host. of Scriptural paintings which, cover the 
walls of the choir, are all from the pencil. of 
Oeser, an artist of the last century, who enjoy- 
ed, in his day, a reputation which the church of 
St Nicholas does not justify. To the uninitiated 
eye, atledst, his productions here are deficient 
in expression, in effec^ andvariety of grouping, 
and languish under a weak monotonous colour- 
ing./ The modem German painters have very 
generally forsaken the department in which the 
old artists of their country performed, such won^ 
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den I that palm has passed to Scotland; JU^. 
boitf ii)g to form them$elT68» as it is stjLedf 9&^ 
the Itflliaii siastars, tixey degcmrate ii^tp^ i«sipid 
iQttiMrists^ 0Jid fill &e w^rld with eter^l irgpeit 
titiotts 0f M«idonnas md Hply.FassUies. 

As Fci»dEfi>rt monDpoliaes tb^ trad^ ia wioie^ 
so Xjeipsig moaopoliaed die tradjs in \}Q6kf^, It 
ifi. hare thst isyery Gevman author (and in np 
country a^e .aiithjoi:s so o^amer^us) wisb^s tppi^ 
diioa thei fihildren of his iMraiOp aod ik»t9 toeb 
onljr during die E90ex fair. He will mbinit tp 
any degisee of f^^ertion, ihaA bis Viork .may W 
ready for publication by that iqlpofftwt a^asom 
when the whole brotherhood is in JUbottTf from 
die Rhine to die VistulA. Wb^tever :die perioii 
of gestation may be^ the time \dai€» be sfaedl qom^ 
to ^he bintfa k fixed by the Alnuinack* Kl^ 
auqiicioiis moaleid; pass away» be wiUmgly beafs 
bis bniden JiwelMe months longer^ tiU Jbe aeaB 
ad^rs^itf Ae BMo|Mdk»l Lv^i^a. Tbis peri^df? 
cftl Idjbteoripig a( X^»f)tE% ,d 
sometimes sm^Mised, 6cma ali or mi»% ^ sbha 
books being pnnteddiefle; Lcipsig Juui pnlyjia 
own propongonjof pi*pfeBsand:^btfdb^^ U 
anises ibcan die aBlanoer ia jiviuc^ thia Iwaneh idf 
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iradb is carried on iii'Gevrlumjr* Every bcMit* 
seller ^of an^ einin^ioe^ tbranghiNit the Conle* 
detfadlDXi^ faBsi8n'agent<clrreofti»isaidaier'i& £4^^)- 
zi^ W> he -wishes to procure morks which hav^ 
faeen published by another, he does not addvess 
himself directljrto the publisher, but to his own 
eonunttsioner in Leipzig. The lal^^r, ^gain, 
whether he 'be ordered to iaransmit to aofitbar 
bobks published' by hiS:pi»n0ipiilj rflTtto praeiU!^ 
finrhis ptfincipol^boofcs published byanoiheov ior 
Stead of dealing -directly with the person b^xs^ 
whom he is to purchase, tnr to whom he is to 
scSi, treats only with his Xreipaig agent The 
order is received by Ihe puhUsfaer, '«ud die hoohs 
by the 1 purchaser at third hajid. The whole 
boolfrftrade of 0»many4hm cenlares in latipajg^ 
WfaerefBr.hooks may be psinted, it is thererliiey 
must be bou^tV it is {there (that Ae 4iade ia 
suppfieii Such an arrangement, lbc»igh it ,eai- 
ploy four perscmsin ^verysale suistead of 'two, ia 
plainly an ^dvant^eousi arrangement: for heifr 
aig7 but liie n&ty} fact;, .that it has su^aiated /two 
hundred years, and still flouiishes, seems to 
profE) thatit is likmse foocmd to be tlMueficial ito 
the trade in genezaL Al^uses in pnhhc issljtu^ 
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tions may endure for centuries ; but inconve- 
nient arrangements in trade, which affect the 
credit side o^ a man's balance-sheet at the end of 
the year, are seldom so long-lived, and Grerman 
booksellers are not less attentive to profit than 
any other honest men in an honest business. 

Till the middle of the sixteenth century, pub- 
lishers, in the proper sense of the word, were uh-' 
known. John Otto^ bom at Niimberg in 1510,' 
is said to be the earliest on record who made 
bargains for copy-right, without being himself a 
printer. Some years afterwards, two regular 
dealers in the same department settled in Leip- 
xig, where the university, already in high fame, 
had produced a demand for books, from the mo- 
ment the art of printing wandered up ^from the 
Rhine. Before the end of the century, the book- 
&]r was established. It prospered so rapidly, 
that, in 1600,- the Easter catalogue, which has 
been annually continued ever since, was printed 
for the first time. It now presents every year, 
in a thick octavo volume, a collection of new 
books and new editions, to which there is no par- 
allel in Europe. The writing public is out of 
all proportion too large for the reading public of 
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Germany. At the fair, all the brethren of the 
trade flock together in Leipzig, not only from- 
every part of Germany, but from every Euro- 
pean country where German books are sold^ to 
settle accounts,, and examine the harvest of the 
year. The number always amounts to several- 
hundreds, aiid they have built an exchange for^^ 
themselves. 

' Yet a German publisher has less chance of 
making great profits, and a German author has 
fewer prospects of turning his manuscript to 
good account, than the same classes of persons^ 
in any other country that knows the value of ih-< 
tellectual labour. There is a pest called ^ac&>' 
drilckereij or Reprinting, which gnaws on the 
vitals of the poor author, and paralyzes the most 
enterprising publisher. Each State of the Con- 
federation has its own law of copy-right, and an 
author is secured against piracy only in the state 
where he prints. But he writes for all, for they 
all speak the same language. If the book be 
worth: any thing, it is immediately reprinted in. 
some neighbouring state, and, as the pirate pays 
nothing for copy-right, he can obviously aflford 
to undersell the ori^nal publisher. Wirtem*^ 
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bereft th<K^ she can boast of pQsy^ssiQg ia Cot-^ 
ta olie of the most honourable and ent^riaog: 
publishers i)|*Qsamiany9 is peculiarly notociottstis: 
a n^t for these birds of prey. The worai of it 
jSf th%t ^authors of reputation are precisely tfame 
to whom ib^ejstem is siost fatsL The reprialr.^ 
^ meddles with nothing ie:itcept'what he already; 
knows will find buyers. The rights of tmsale* 
able books ;4ure scrupulously obserred; theho^ 
aast |)ifh]isber is never disturbed in his fesfaig 
sfieculati^ns; bid^ wben lie has been ibrtunite^ 
emmi^ ^to become maeter of a work of gs»ii»ier 
utQity» iJie pkratieal publifilier is instaady in his 
way« AU the states do not deserve io. be cqiuaL- 
ly involved in this cenaure ; Pmssia, I bdieiM^ 
haa shown heraeJf liberal an pvotecting ei^ery 
German publisher. Some o£ tilie utterly ins^goi^ 
ficaht stalxss are am<»ig the most troublesome, 
Sar reprinting can be carried onin a araatt just 
as well as in ft great one. The bookseUer wbo 
published Reinhardt's Sermons was attacked by 
a reprint, which was aoxnounced as about to ap^ 
pwr at Heutliiigen, in Wirtemberg. The |)i«^ 
rate demsmded fiDvrteen* thousand ^florins, nearly 
twelve hundred pounds, to give iq) his design^! 
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1^ pubUsher thdugfat tihotso ^xorbilaDt ad^ 
mfind justified iiim jnjafypljiiig to tliie,gaTern«« 
ment, but all ;^e could .gaail was ihe limilation of 
tke sum.to a Aoosand pounds. 

Such a system almost axuuhilalses the yalue of 
lifeenoy labour. No publisher .can pay a high 
pricefor a snanuseript, by irhidb^ if it turn out 
HI, he tsisuce to be a loser, and by wUcbt if;^ 
turn out well, it is far from certain that het wiU 
be a gainer. From jdte yalue which he .might 
othermse beinclined tosetottthe:co{^MsighU]|ie , 
must always deduct the sum which it probably 
wiU be necessary to expcfod m hixymgf^iS ff^ 
printers, or he must calculate that value c«i :thlB 
supposition of a very limited circulaticKd* Alt 
what rate would Mr Murray pay Lord Byrp% 
or Mr Constable take the manuscript of the 
Scottish Novels, if the statute protected the ofle 
only in the county of Midifiesexy and the olher 
only in the county o£ Edinburgh ? Hence it n 
that German authors, though the most industri- 
ous, are likewise die worst remunerated of the 
writing tribe. I bave heard it :aaid, that Giithe 
has received for sdme of his works about a louij» 
d'or a sheet, and it is certain tha£ he has madi6 
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much money by them; but I have often like**' 
wise heard the statement questioned as incredi- 
ble. Burger, in his humorous epistle to Gok- 
ingk, estimates poetry at a pound per sheet ; law^ 
and medicine at five shillings. 

The unpleasing exterior of ordinary German 
printing, the coarse watery paper, and worn-out 
types, must be referred, in some measure, to the 
same cause. The publisher, or the author who 
publishes on his own account, naturally risks as 
little capital as possible in the hazardous specu- 
lation. Besides, it is his interest to diminish the 
temptation to reprint, by making his own edi- 
tion as cheap as may be. The system has shown 
its effects, too, in keeping up the frequency of 
publication by subscription, even among authors 
of tllb most settled and popular reputation. 
Klopstock, after the Messiah had fixed his fame, 
published in this way. There has been no more 
successful publisher than Cotta, andno Grerman 
writer has been so well repaid as Gothe ; yet the 
last Tiibingen edition of Gothe himself is adorn- 
ed with a long list of subscribers. What would 
we think of Byron, or Campbell, or Scott, or 
Moore, publishing anew poem by subscription ? 
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Mr Brockhaus is allowed to be the most effi- 
cient publisher in Leipzig, and consequently 
among the first in Germany. He is a writer, 
too ; for, on miscellaneous, particularly political 
topics, he frequently supplies his own manu- 
script. He is supposed to have made a fortune 
by one work on which he ventured, the ComoeT'- 
s(Uior»-Ijexic(m, a very compendious Encyclo- 
paedia. The greatest fault of the book is a want 
of due selection; personages of eternal name, 
and topics of immutable interest, are contracted, 
or omitted, to make way for men and matters 
that enjoy only a local and passing notoriety. 
Even a Britannica, with a Supplement, should 
not waste its pages on short-lived topics, and 
only the quinia pars nectaris of human know- 
ledge and biography shoidd be admitted into an 
Encyclopaedia of ten octavo volumes. The book, 
however, has had a very extensive circulation, 
and often forms the whole library of a person in 
the middling classes. It would have proved still 
more lucrative, had the writers, among whom 
are many of the most pc^ular names of Ger- 
many, shown greater deference to the political 
creeds of the leading courts. The numerous 
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politiealwticles, not merdy an sufajeets of gene- 
yal dncnwion, but on recent events^, impodrtant 
lOid unimportant, are all on the l&ernl aide dS 
ihe qnefttion; moderate, indeed, argomentothe, 
and respectful, but stUl pointing* at the prcpni^ 
df poHtieal changes. Hie book was-adnditted 
iflto the R«is8ian> dominions only in die form pX 
ma isdUiacattigata^ ; ftwa this tree of Imo wfcdy 
were carefully- shek^ bU the firvits «^hich jb^^ 
enable the nati(Mis to diatmguish betireen good 
ixid etil befbre it was allowed to be traoiplEtrted 
beyond' the Vistula; Bven in diis amelioxHteiil 
sWBf it bisgan to bel^egalded as, at leaslv luiad, 
tf'ftot' downright pbisonovs, and ultiiiaCely it 
Was profaiMted altogether; 
~ BtocUMtos is, by way of emiaenee^ the ISiml 
l^tiUiAer of Germaag^ Hoi shnas no x«spdB«« 
aibility, and stands- in^eoBstant^comnMipxiGStioa 
with aU the populir jemrnalists and^^pampMe^ 
tfdeviSk fiUs Zeitgmmej or The ContempovaS^y, 
Was a jbomal ehtifiely/ devoted' to poiiticsi It 
fiNeqaently contained translaiions of leading']^ 
Ittkal aHides^ftom th^Edkborgh Revimw^ and 
thefie, agaasiy were sometimes reprinted and onv- 
oifltrted'a» pitophlets. Tlie Mirmei is^ ol Ae 
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t general character, a quarterly publieatkm, 
ichidi apes in form, as well as matter, one of 
Cnir most celebrated journals. Ia 1821, his 
wieekfy jolinia], Tl^e QmiferMaikmihWoeheMxiif 
mkB i»ofaibited in Berlin, and shordy ftfti^rwards, 
it was thought iKcefiBary io erect a separate de« 
j^artnwBtvf the Gensorakip for the sole purpose 
ef examining andliceifinng Brockhau^s publi- 
batiwttu The prohibiticm was speedily removed, 
and I belieTO (but I had M^ Berlin before it 
happened)^ that likewise the separate censorial 
estririisbment was of lirief duration. Broek- 
haus hasKbrou^t himself out of all political 
einhaniiustinehts, with great agility and good 
SHTtune, and stiU roils on at despols ^md re- 
pnuters. 

' Bqrond' Leipzig. die small river Mulda is 
crossed by a feriy, and that^ too, on the great 
«oad which connects Lripzigwilh Dr^en, Bo- 
h^mia^ Silesia, and Auatcjia. There is no stffi- 
cient excuse for this most hiccmveniait aTrai^e- 
aient The Mulda is a trifling stream in com- 
forifion with the Elbe^ and is late exposed to 
immdations i yet nadiAeulty has been found in 
bttkling «fen stone bridges^ across the Elbe. 
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It is on a solid, though somewhat clumsy strup* 
ture of this kind, that you pass' the river at 
Meissen ; and, though still a dozen miles frcon 
Dresden, you are already in the coimtry, which^ 
by its mixture of romantic nature with .the 
richest possible cultivation, has acquired /to 
Dresden the reputation of being surrounded bj 
more delightful environs that any othei: Euro* 
pe&n capital, AH the way to the city the road 
follows the Elbe, which pours its majestic stream 
between banks of very opposite character* The 
left rises abrupt, rocky, woody, and picturesiq^e ; 
the right swells more gradually into gracefiil 
and verdant eminences, whose slopes ^wards 
the river are covered with vineyards. ..In.aU 
these features of natural beauty, the Elbe is inr- 
ferior to the Rhine, but only to the Rhine, and 
on the Rhine there is no town where the enjoy* 
ment always derived from beautiful . scenery is. 
so much heightened by the pleasures of society^^ 
and the splendid productions of art. Much a9> 
a stranger may have heard, of Dresden^ the.ap^i 
proach to it from this side does not disappoint 
his expectations. From the rich and picture^ig[ue 
scenery of nature, he enters at once among pal-c 



the Old, on a noble bridge, — a moat sfifoesking 
#^t to ja EritaDv^^is innnedialely ai)0|»iied by the 
^cttgsoiis .md inpomg file of the Cadielic 
thwnA^t «ttd tmtos firom yit to ^;rojndi palace. 
What wese oaace haky rsanpuxis now bear spa- 
cSfais aU^ along 'Ae iriy^ ttadJciiiuiBflrahle 
iattg^iog gcmpes; ace perpelaiaUy ^vgnqring in 
them the scene^^or the shade* The ^detjr of the 
hurrying oquifMges, .the cjcowd ofpasaengers, the 
vivaeity and hUartty of the people, give a moat 
liiEvpurabk fiirstiimprasskwitof the «^^<7ennan flor^ 
iwce." It 16 tme, that snoh ^gnratlve Pterins 
jif 5Compai?i8fin ane often Ji^ed orery IiOosely>; -but, 
ulthoii^ » -Geanian, be he horn (the north or 
&QW the jSQixtb* is always a very different per- 
son ifirom an jhalian^ Idioagh-Ae cloudless iAy 
ihat ;hums 'above ^the Amo be more xqnstant 
thwtiithe («an which ahines upon the JSVae-; and 
Ihoii^ the cf^italtof .SaKongr aaitlnr po^esaes 
lite Medioeaa Veftus, noTihtofiBKnvBdadxKils of 
pf(ititors.ajid stulptars to be the wuiiderBof the 
nwidf yet, in iil6\nafcmral ^b^auties, in the /oI»- 
i^apter of Us inhahitaots, m itsloyie^.ibe aits, 
^ and what it has Abne for th«i, Jlresdn Tpaybe 
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fiiirly enough said to be to Germany what Flor- 
ence is to Italy* 

The city is divided by the Elbe. Originally 
it stood entirely on the left bank. That portion 
is still the largest and most characteristic piurt 
of the whole, and, /is it contains the palace, is 
likewise the most fashionable. The general style 
of building is simple, austere, and,, therefore, 
when in due dimensions, imposing. It is easily 
seen, that the Saxon nobles, in building palaces, 
thought chiefly of convenience and duration, not 
of pillared portals and airy verandas. The 
houses are lofty, and the streets narrow, aa in 
^U old, towns in this part of the Continent; but 
some of the principal streets are of ample breadth, 
and lined with very stately, though unadorned 
buildings. There is not a square, properly so 
called, in the whole city, except two immense 
market-places, o^ o£ which, the Altmarkt, is a 
fine specimen of the ordinary civil architecture 
of Germany, and does not lose in comparison 
even with the jEfijf of Vienna.. Here, however^ 
as every where else, of late years a love of tri- 
vial ornament has been creeping in, which as- 
jsuredly is &r inferior to the substantial simplic- 



ity l;»f former tiflies. People will bave pilasters, 
-aye, and pillars, too, and entablatures, . and pe- 
rdii^Bents, where there is no space for them, and 
^here, though Aere were space, they would 
have no beauty. In our own cities, while pub- 
Jie buildings have long been conducted with 
much good taste in the south, and some aspira- 
tionsafter it se^tn to be rising in the north, how 
often do we see a dieesemonger's wares rep(»- 
ing in state round the base of-*I>oric pillars, 
I suppose, they must be called, or flitphes of ba- 
con proudly suspended from the volutes of the 
■Ionic. 

The NeuUadt, or New Town, on the opposite 
-bank of the Elbe, is more open, for the attach- 
ment to narrow streets was beginnixig to give 
, way vrhen it was commenced ; but it is buiU in 
m more trivial style : at least, it has 4;hat t^ 
pearanoe to the eye ; for, as few people of fa- 
shion have hitherto emigrated across the Elb^ 
there is not the same frequent intermixture of 
stately mansions. The principal street, how- 
ever, which runs in a right line from the bridge, 
is the finest in Dresden. Were it better. |)laut- 
ed, it would rival the Linden of Bariin»- 
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The bridge wHidnmneetsliKtetvro part&of 

bte ardies, is ^te fi»ft itrnctiire «f the land in 
G^jnnany. InvvchieeMind agnmnelry and el€<^ 
^nce, it<»iiiM>t'i4ewitiiiiuBiy of dieJ^Vencb, or 
withdomecf^dieltalianiffidges; b«tdie4Bl»eaais 
which theise cross are ditdies, rampurad widi4iie 
tamgnificent river whidi poors its wmteiB laider 
the waQs of Drasden. Ilier« is not « single 
stone bridge on Ihe KiuiM, fbsm where it leaves 
the Lake of Ck)tistaBcei to wheore it dimkes ^tself 
among the flats of HoQaad. * The Danube^ at 
Ratisbonne, is a much more manageable stream 
thiin the Elbe; and, n^remrer, Hie bridge at 
Rftlisbdnne is ugly, imeqiial^«nd not eiren noir 
ibrm. The good Viennese) soiar fiwmattcnpt- 
ing to throw a stone bridge 4U9ms the I>Bnidie, 
where he passes near tfaesr mpilal, extol it as 
an unparalleled trium|di of axt diat,^ few .yean; 



* I cannot tnut to my recoUeetion whether the bridge 
on the Rhine at Lauffenboi^y between Bcha^auaen tind 
Besle, 18 of wood or stone; bnt there the river couidbe 
vmittounted bj a bridge i aflwi ls tj ^aore saiiljrthan tlie 
ElbeatOftideii. 



agO| diey bnik a wooden bridge^ on stBone pierSf 
ow* ftiaisvowbopaiieitof the main str^^ whkik 
wfiskes tlw w«Hs». Tks bidd^. <m die Odbr aft 
Ffankfbvt itod Bresbm,^ ami tbat on tbe Vistida 
at GnSBOWf are all ef leood. The best pxoof of 
tbe MdUitjr «f tbe bridge of I>Kesd» is^ that it 
has hitlierta leaiBted ice foui iiHtfwfatinDSb. both 
of irUoh axe peeuHarijr 4»stractive oa this paxt 
of die' riven The inundatioiia coma doiw^ Jrom 
the aftounteins o£ Bohemia very rapidly^ and^ 
amag to the nature of the. caamtry tbroi^ 
which the nver flows till it approadhe^ thai ci^^. 
with irrefistibiB inqpetu0sit|r» The northern 
confinea of the Saacaa Swkaevland are not more 
than ten nuliea abOEfe JQbresden^ and the Elbe^ 
till k has quitted: dua singular dastriet^ traYevaes 
onfy de^ narvow Taliey% (»r ragged goagei^ 
throc^h whidi it seems to hate evened a pas^ 
sage. There is no breadth of plain, as there k 
along the Rhine^ OTer which an inundation can 
. spr^d itself out. The acoumnhited mass, of wa» 
ter is harried down to Dresden with accomolat* 
ing impetus. I haye seen the Elbe rise sixteen 
feet above ite oordiaary level within twdve hours» 
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Sttch ft course in a river is ruinous for bridges*. 
Thftt of Dresden, which has set the Elbe at de^: 
fiance, could not resist gunpowder ; the French 
blew up the centre arch,, to facilitate their re-* 
treat to Leipzig.* Of course, it was perfectly 
right to repair it; but why has that barbarous 
mass of artificial rock, surmounted by an un- 
CDOth crucifix, been restored, to disfigure the 
centre of the bridge, after it had forttymtely ^ 
been blown up along with the arch ? It is an m- 
cumbrance, and a very ugly one : having been 
once fairly got rid of, it really did not deserve 
to be restored* Yet the Emperor of Russia has- 
thought proper to commemorate, by an inscrip- 
tion, that he restored what disfigurest the finest 
bridge in Germany^ The slender iron rail, too, 
which occupies the place of a balustrade, is ai^io^ 
gether trivial. This is no draw-bridge across a 
camd. 

: The prospect from the bridge itself is eele-: 
brated all over Germany, and deserves to be so*. 
Whether you look up or down the river, the 
towers and palaces of the city are pictured in the 
stream. . A lovely plain,, groaning beneath po^: 
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^Illation and fertility, retires for a short distance 
from the farther bank, then swells up into an 
amphitheatre of gentle slopes, laid out in vine- 
yards, decked with an endless succession of vil- 
lages and villas, and shut in, towards the south, 
by the summits of the Sachsische Schweitz, a 
branch of the mountains of Bohemia. 

The royal palace— but who can tell what the 
royal palace of Dresden is ? — ^it is composed of 
so many pieces, running up one street, and down 
another, and so carefully is every part concealed 
that might have looked respectable. One sees 
no order ; the eye traces no connecticm among the 
masses of which it is made up, and seeks in vain 
for a whole. Unfortunately, that portion which, 
from its situation, could have made some show — 
that which fronts the open space at the entrance 
of the bridge, is the most unseemly of all, and 
has the air of a prison. 

The royal family which inhabits this palace has 
the best of all testimonies in its favour, that of 
the people. Its younger branches, indeed, ne- 
phews of the king, are persons of whom scarcely 
any body thinks of q>eaking at all; but the king 
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hiMMtf i» Ae object 0f tmivevsal r&HareU6e umiA 
sffeetlcn. Tbe Saxons, dmrgb too stemibW tef 
homt oi b;s taiMtsy inmtam tfaait hebthen<$BC 
upright prince i» Ecfrope; dsfd all alUmr kim those 
nfomd qaalitie» which: most eMMy ^lecinrtt the af- 
fectsdti of a GMaaon pec^H ^^ best dttierm the 
affection of Batty people; Thouj^ Napoteofl fla^ 
tered their pride bjr treating that country with 
great respect and even restored, in sMfe: Plea- 
sure, the Pol»^ stupremBey of the £letflemte, 
hy creating for it the Grand Duicby of WaarMw, 
they are no fonder of France than dieir brethren ; 
but neither do they eoneeal their (grudge aganis^ 
the powen^ who piminbeid Saxony for Napoleon's 
kk(diies% by giving m mttch of its tMritory to 
Prussia* Oermam are the very kst people with 
whom partitionii^ sehemes should be tried. At- 
tachmeift to his nathre prince is^ part of a Ger- 
man's nature ; no man finds Ko much difficuky 
in oonqoerhig oid alEM^tioiis and prejudices^ 

For a century the Saacons have been accua« 
tomed to have a kiiig of a diffin*ent religiofi fif om 
their own* The electorai crown, which, from the 
iim thesia of Luther, had been the boast aud 
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bulwairk of the Refonaa^n, was regained for the 
church of Rom^ by the throne of Poland. The 
difference, however,, does not seem to produce 
any cause of discontent or complaint, except that 
the most important personages about the court 
are naturally Catholics. The royal family is 
surrounded by them» and, it is asserted, is stu- 
diously kept in the trammels of the. priesthood. 
There is no intolerance, no exdusion of Protest- 
ants ; but it is not possible for so devout and 
priest-ridden a Catholic as the king is, to consid* 
er the heretical among his courtiers as equally 
fit companions for the royal presence, and deposi- 
taries of ^e royal confidence, with the orthodox; 
and it is just as little possible, that the Catholic 
priesthood should not govern absolutely so de« 
vout a king. Protestantism suffers, too, in an- 
other way* Where any portion of .the Roman 
hierarchy, perhaps of any hierarchy, nestles, the 
spirit of proseljTtism is immediately aroused. 
Where it rules a court, and basks in the light of 
royal favour, it arms itself with much more pow- 
erful weapons than argument. As the Elector 
of Saxony was converted by the prospect of a new 
crown, his subjects may be just as easily con- 
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vt&rted by the prospect of facilitating their ad- 
vancement to h6nours9 offices,, and salaries.- 

In one thing the king and his capital never 
have agreed, and never will agree; the king loves 
quiet and priests,'^ his subject^ love mirth and bal- 
let-dancers. Tbis'^eople, abounding in com and 
wine, living in a laughing and beautiful country, . 
and infected, in part, by the crowds of strangers 
who flock together to admire the riches of their 
capital, are fond of society and amusement They 
are more light-hearted, they have more easy 
g^ety about them, than any other tribe of their 
countrymen J nor is it soiled by the gross sensu-^ 
ality of Vienna* The king has no liking for any 
of these things; the passing pleasures of life have 
no charm for him. This does not arise from his' 
advanced age, for it has always been so ; it is in 
his character, and has been greatly fostered by 
feelings of devotion, degenerating almost into the 
ascetic. The court of Dresden indulges so lit- 
tle in pomp, or even in the ordinary amusements^ 
of fashionable society, that one could scarcely, 
discover it to exist, were it not fof the royal box 
in the theatre, and the grenadier guards at the 
gate of the palace. . The JProtestant gaiety o£ 
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the peopk does not scruple to lay the blame of 
this sequestered life, on the priests. In particu- 
lar» they allege that the ecclesiastics, to insure 
the continuance of their domination, have edu- 
cated the jprinces, not like young men, but like 
old women ; — ^kept back, no doubt, from much 
that is bad, but likewise from much more that is 
good in the world ; allowed to grow up in igno- 
rance of every thing but what it pleased their hi* 
gotted and ghostly instructors they should know; 
and thus bent into an unnatural quietude of life, 
and passiveness of character, which are perhaps 
not a whit more desirable than a certain degree 
of irregularity. This is not the social character 
that will captivate the Saxons. Augustus II. 
was, both in Poland and Saxony, the most splen- 
did of sovereigns; under him, Dresden was^^ thef 
Masque of Germany." Augustus III. loved 
pleasure to extravagance. The present king 
has hurried himself and his court into the other 
extreme^ It was reckoned no small triumph, a 
few years ago, that the royal countenance was 
obtained to a mimic tournament, at which the 
young nobility,, armed from the antiquated trea- 
aiures of the Eustkammery tilted valiantly, in the 
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aveoa rf the riding-schooly at staAd Ttti^k% and 
flMlied their mftiden sabres in pttteboesd Saxsa^ 
eelw. If S«x(«y has a miiuiter «t the Siibliiiie 
Porte, how would he excttie hk maiter, ahcndd 
the Great Tiark get into a great passioti^ as he 
tery reasonably might do^ at such amusements 
being allowed in the eomt of an ally ? 

I obsenred notbhig particularly worthy of no* 
tiee in the ehurf hes of Dresden, eitller in their 
architectmre ot ornaments. £t^ body telle 
you to admire the Fr€mmkifdkf as being built 
aft^ the model of 8t Pfetei's ; and it is like St 
Peter's in so far as both have cupolas, but no 
fardier; ' I doubt not but the dome of St Peter's 
might be placed^ like an extinguisher, over the 
whole crowded octangular pile of the Frauen<» 
kirche. 

The Catholic church, as being devoted to the 
religion of a very devout royal family, is that on 
which most q[>lendour has been lavished. It was 
built, in liie earlier part of the last ceiitury, on 
a desigfii of the Italian Chiaveri. Hie quantity 
of ornament and the waved fa9ade, with its in-» 
terrupted cornices and brdiM pediments^ an* 
Beance at once the degenerated taste which had 
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af^^eared In Italy nearly ahundred years before, 
and erected mdx piles as the Salate at Yemce, 
and the church Delia Sapienaa in Rome, which 
disfigates <me side of a quadrangle designed by 
Michael Angelo* Hie building gains by its si^ 
tualion ; for it &ce8 the Elbe, just at the -eSH 
trance of the bridge, un^icumbered by any ad* 
joinii^ edifice, except a black, covered gallery, 
certainly an unseemly appendage, which, for the 
convenience of the royal family, connects it with 
the palace. The elevations of the lower part are 
harmonious, and the effect of the whole is gor* 
geous ; but there is a total want of simplicity and 
grandeur, and the parapets are bristled round 
with grim sandstone saints. The more simple 
and elegai^ form of the interior is injured by 
the galleries for the accommodation of the court. 
The royal pew, quite cased in glass, is literally 
a hotJiouse. 

. It was only here that I observed that decent 
custom strictly enforced, (which was universal in 
t)ie earlier ages, bf the church,) of making all fe- 
males take their places on one side, and all tnales 
on the other* During mass, domestics of the 
rcysl household9 armed with enormous batons 
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patrole the nave and aisles to enforce the regula-' 
tion, and remove all pretences as well as oppor^ 
tiinities of scandal. The system of separation 
was not observed, however, above stairs, amon^ 
the adherents of the court ; there the wolves and 
the sheep were praying side by side. This decor- 
um, too, has its origin in the purity of the royal 
character, though truly the citizens of Dresden 
seem to value this most estimable virtue much 
more lowly than it deserves. His Majesty ba- 
nished from the Temple of Venus at Pilnitz, the 
portraits of ladies celebrated for their beauty and 
gallantries, which had given the apartment its 
name ; and he retires every night to his lonely 
couch in the conviction that Vesta presides over 
his capital. It is most honourable to himselfy 
that, both by his own example and by police re- 
gulations, he has done all in his power to render 
it a fitting abode for the Goddess ; but it is a 
pity that he should be so very much deceived as 
to the effect of either. At the same time^ de- 
bauchery has not the unblushing notoriety of 
Munich, or Vienna. 

As all Germany praises the music in this 
church, itmustbje good^ for the Gennansttre 
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judges of music; yet, though I heard it in 
Easter, when the sacred harmony of Catholics 
puts forth ail its powers, I must confess, that but 
little pleasure was derived from thenoise of a 
score of fiddles, which the organ, though built 
by Silberman, could not conquer, and the voices 
of the choir, though adorned by that of an Eu- 
nuch, could not sweeten. It is not merely the 
casual associations which may fill the head with 
reels and country dances, as if it were intended to 

Make the soul dance upon a jig to Heaven. ; 

these are instruments whose tones, to an untu- 
tored ear, at least, do not h&rmonize with feel- 
ings of solemnity and devotion; and the crowd 
of them usually pressed into the service of the 
church, takes all distinctness and effect from the 
vocal music, which in reality becomes the accom- 
paniment, instead of being the principal part of 
the composition. After hearing Mozart's Re- 
quiem, for example, performed at Berlin, with 
the. full complement of fiddles, so much did it 
gain in effect, merely from their absence, that I 
could scarcely recognize the composition when 
given in Vienna simply by the choir and the or- 
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gan, except where tlie trumpet, re-echoing along 
the kvfty roof of St Stephen, seemed to send it& 
notes from the douds, as it bore up the accom* 
paniment at— 

Toba, miruin spargens sonum 
Per sepulchni regioncuiiy 
Coget omnes ante throoum. 

Allegri's famed Miterere^ as sung in the Sistine 
chapel at Rome, during Easter, justifies the be-* 
lief that, for purposes of devotion, the unaided 
human voice is the most impressive of all instru- 
ments. If such a choir as that of hiis Holiness 
could always be commanded, the organ itself 
might be dispensed with. This, however, is no 
fair sample of the powers of vocal sacred music ; 
and those who are most alive to the << concord of 
sweet sounds" forget that, iii the mixture of feel- 
ing produced by a scene so imposing as the Sis- 
tine chapel presents on such an occasion, it is 
difficult to attribute to the music only its own 
share in the overwhelming effect. The Chris* 
tian world is in mourning; the throne of the 
Pontiff, stripped of all its honours,, and uncover- 
ed of its royal canopy, is dc^graded to the simple 



HIE EKVl&oirs. 2S7 

elbow^air of an aged priest. The Pontiff hiook 
sel4 9ead tke coogregated dignitaries off tke 
diarch, divested of all earthly pomp^ kneel be- 
fore the cross in the unostentatBcnis garb of their 
religioas orders. As evening nnk% aad the ta^ 
pers are extinguished one after anodier^ at dif- 
fenent stages of the service^ the fadii^ light ftUs. 
ever dimmer and dimmer on the reverendigm^s. 
The prophets and saints of Michael Angdb Idok 
down from the ceiling on the pious worsh^qpievs 
beneath ; while the living fignres of his I^ast 
Judgment, m every variety of infernal si iffe i ii ^ 
and celestial enjoyment, gradually vanish in the 
gathering shade, as if the scene of horrcyt had 
closed for ever on the one, and the other had 
quitted the darkness of eartH for a h^;faer and % 
brighter world. Is it wonderfuV that^ in stwh 
circumstances, sucbmusic as that &med Mtureref 
sung by sudi a choir, should shake the soul even 
ofaCalvmist? 

Except, perhaps, the Viennese^ no people of 
Germany are so fond of bdng out of doors as 
the Saxons of Dresden, and none of its ciq^iials 
displays so maiiy temptations to aUure ihm ; 
wood and water, mountain i^nd plaii^ prec^ice 
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and valleyi com and wine, palace and cottage, 
tossed U^ether in bright confusion, and glowing 
in a climate which, on this side of the Alps, may 
well be called genial. The rising grounds which 
form the circle to the south-east, and were the 
principal scene of the combats and bombardments 
that terminated in the retreat of the Prench ar- 
my to Leipzig, are the only part of the environs 
that have any thing like tameness in their cha- 
racter. Where they slope down towards the 
town, and not much more than a mile from the 
walls, stands the lonely monument of Moreau, 
on the spot where he fell. It is merely a squajre 
block of granite, surrounded below by large un- 
hewn stones, and bearing on its upper surfisw^e a 
helmet, a sword, and a laurel chaplet The brief 
inscription, " The Hero Moreau fell here by the 
side of Alexander,'' is worth mentioning, merely 
to notice the audacity with which some ung^ne* 
rous spirit has dared to violate it. An unknown 
but deliberate hand has tried to ethce the word 
Hero, and has carved above it, as regularly and. 
deeply as the rest of the inscription, the word 
Traitor. So proiessionally has it been perform** 
ed« diat it has not been possible to obliterate en« 
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tirely this degrading exploit of cbWardice and 
iiEiatignity. The niost partial admirers of that: 
gteat man may be allowed to wish» that, after sa 
honourable a life, he had fallen on a less ques- 
tionable field ; but the rancour which could de- 
secrate his simple monument, was infinitely more 
detestable than even the imperial enmity, which 
honoured with its hatred his talents and virtues 
when alive. A French gentleman, on being 
asked at Dresden, whether he had yet visited 
the monument of his countryman, answered with;, 
passionate vivacity, << Non ; il n'etoit pas mon 
conipatriote ; car moi, je suis Franfais.'V The> 
Frenchman who is ashamed of Moreau is a man 
of whom nobody can be proud« 

The most remarkable part of the neighbour- 
hood, a district that would be remarkable in any 
country, is the SachaUche SchweitZy or Saxon 
Switzerland : and it is visited with astonishment^ 
even after the wonders of the real Switzerland. 
The latter, indeed, contains infinitely finer and 
more stupendous things ;^ for here are no glaciers, 
no snowy summits like Mont Blanc or the Jung- 
frau, no walls of rock lost in the clouds like the- 
Wetterhomer; but Switzerland contains nothing 
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of the sane kind with th^ Switserhori of Saxony. 
Only Adersbach, on the frontier belWe^ SUesift 
and BoheBM) approaches it, and Ader8l)jEich isstitt 
mcve siBgvlar. TheSfaxonSwit^eriidideommefih 
oes abovt eight mikfir above Dresden, and fidlows 
the ooitne c^ the Elbe upwards lying amongthe 
monatains wfcieh form the boandary between Bc>> 
henna and Saxmiy. A short way i^Te the casfA^ 
talf FilititE, <a rcfyBl residenee of Ittstoiiealnotdr^ 
iety, but remarkable in no other respect, is reflect* 
ed in tidewaters of the Elbe. About femr miles 
ikrAer xxp^ the Valley eloseis ; the mountains he^' 
oome more lofty and bare;^ the majestTc iYv«r, quit- 
^!ig at lengdi the rugged and ili^duiilithfdus coiirse 
which has hemmed him hi from his Mfth'ki the 
MonntaiiiB of the Giant, and destkied to visit, 
throughout the rest of his (Career, only seeneit ^iil>- 
dttstry andfei^Hy, come^fbrth rejoicing froth the 
gorges which you are about to enter. 'Ffam this 
poinl^ up to the fhmtiers of Bohemia, the irock^ 
indie ndgbbourhood of the river, prineipally Oh 
the r%ht bank, consisting of a coarsergrained 
saadstcHi^ are cut in all directions into frightful 
gorges, as if the chisel had beien used to hew pas^' 
9age9Aroiighthem, They should rather be called 
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lanesy floiUirrow i^e tbey^ so deeply tiiok» aad^e 

49iiioathly peifieBdioiilar do the gijguitie. w^SU cf 

rock rlsQ^on bolh sides. ThewftUsibemttd^esafe 

^!Ql tertioaUy ufio a e fm r a te massesy by jnumDWiiDp- 

emiigsmaoh]|ig.fjt»mthe:S^^ totheveryhil* 

tom, usif a cement, wliich once united then^iiad. 

vbeoi wash^ away. These perpendicular maas^ 

fsSf ugauH are divided and grooved horizcmlaUy 

4nto layers^ orapparent layers like blades r^pn 

larly bid upon each other, to JEusn the walL 

The extremities are setdom ahaup or an^gnlar, 

•butahmost always rounded, betrayiBg^Ae 

■tinued action of water. They generally 

nate in some singular fona. Some have, a hs^ 

•noimded.niass reclhiiK^ an their suaunity wUch 

appears scascely broad enoiif^ to poiaeit; othars 

luiTcamore n^ar nuiss ;laid upan^lbBni, Uhe ^ 

theastragal of aDoric pilkr ; .oAeats aaBaraethe 

Jbem of Jn vertad pyramids, laitreasiDgiin hiwidth 

asjtheydhootfhigfaer into the air. Oeoasianally 

ftfasy .pnesent a atill mooe singular appeananoe; 

S^j:a&eritiapeaingm aconiDal.fi9nB,:iOia cesftain 

.deration, they' begm to dikte ^agm as Jthay dbe 

ijaf^tkory as if an iiniaertcd, ttmncalad cone areie 

placed4m.a right truncated oone, reaendsUag u> 
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iictly, biit cm an infinitely greater scale, what oi- 
ten occurs in caverns, where the descending sta- 
lactite rests on an ascending stalagmite. 
- The abyss which lies deep sunk behitnl the 
summit called the Bastey, though not so regular 
as some others, is the most wonderftd of all, in 
the horrid boldness and fantastic forms of its 
rocks. The OUoMoalder Grund is so narrow, 
and its walls are so lofty, that many parts of it 
can never have felt sunshine. I trode, through 
the greater part of it, on snow and ice, when all 
above was warm and cheery, and butterflies were 
sporting over its frozen bosom. Some small cas- 
cades were literally hanging frozen << in their falL'^ 
In one place the walls are not more than four 
feet asunder. Some huge blocks, in their course 
from the summit, have been jammed in between 
them, and form a natural roo^ beneath which 
youmust creep along, above the brook, on planks, 
if the brook be small, or. wading in water, if it be 
swollen ; for the rivulet occupies the whole 
space between the walls in this narrow passage^ 
which goes under the name of << Hell/' When, 
in. one of these lanes, you find an alley striking 
off on one. side, and, having squeezed your body 
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through it, another similar lane, which yott soon 
find, crossed by another of the same sort, you 
might believe yourself traversing the rude mo** 
del of some gigantic city, or visiting the rumed 
abodes of the true ternB JUii.* When, again, 
frcHn some elevated point, you overlook the 
whole mass, and see these stiff bare rocks rising 
from the earth, manifesting, though now disjoin* 
ed, that they once formed one body, you might 
think yourself gazing on the skeleton of a perish- 
ed world, all the softer parts of which have 
mouldered away, and left only the naked, inde-*. 
structible frame work. 

The Bastey^ or Bastion, is the najtoe given to 
one of the largest masses which rise close by the 
river on the right bank. One narrow block, oti 
the very summit, projects into the air. Pereh- 

* And once they had inhabitants. Among the loftiest 
and most inaccessible of the e\i(& which overlook the 
Elbe, remains of the works of human hands are still Tisi* 
ble. A band of robbers^ by laying blocks across the 
chasms, had formed bridges, frail in structure, and easily 
removed when security required it; and, in the upper floors, 
as it were, of this natural city, they long set regular powef 
«t defiance* 



fld/on l)ui» notmif biit Acymtf Jthe brink of the 
fifec]pice» you commAiid aprospeet idliicfar m ks 
Mmif is smique in Enrope. - You hover, on die 
|iffnpi^W>j at an elevation of more than laghtThitWr 
ilted feet above the Elbe, whidh aweepe romd 
4he bottom of the precipice. Behindf and iqp 
along the river on the same bank, riae sinuhu' 
prectpitoiu diffi, cut and intersected like those 
idready described. From the farther bank, die 
plam gradually elevates itseif into an irregular 
assfflulheatre, terminated by a lofty, but rounds- 
ed nange of mountains. The striking featune ia^ 
that, in the bosom of this ampfaithettbrc^ a fdaifi 
of ihe most varied beauty, huge oohimnar hills 
start «p at once from the ground, at gneat dis^ 
tauces firom eadi other, ov/^bokii^ inJonely 
aodi^enuBCgrandeur, each its o^im portion of the 
domain. They are monuments which the £lbe 
has left standing to commemorsite his trimraph 
oiver their less hardy kindred. The most re- 
markable among them are the LUiensiemf ftnd 
UStiigsieinf which tower, nearly in the centre of 
die picture, to a height of about twelve hundred 
feet above the level of the Elbe. They xiseper- 

pendicularly fn>m a sloping base, formed of de^ 
I 
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iri$9 and n6w covered with natural wood. The 
access to the summit is so difficult, that an £Iec« 
tor of Saxony and King of Poland thought the 
exploit which he performed in scrambling to the 
top of the Isiliengtein deserving of being comme- 
morated by an inscription. The access to the 
Konigstein is artificial, for it has long been a 
fortress, and, from the strength of its situation, 
is still a virgin one. Besides these, the giants of 
the territory, the plain is studded with many 
other columnar eminences of the same general 
character, though on a smaller scale, and they 
all bear, from time immemorial, their particular 
legends — ^fdr the moimtains of Saxony and Bo- 
hemia are the native country of tale-telling tra- 
dition, the cradle of Gnomes and Kobolds. In 
the deep rents and gloom J recesses of the LUim- 
sidfh hosts of spirits still watch over concealed 
treasures. A holy nun, miraculously transport- 
ed from the irregularities of her convent, to the 
summit of the Nonnenstdfh that she might 
spend her days m prayer and purity in its ca- 
verns, is. commemorated in the name pf the 
rock; and the Jmafernspmth ©^ Leap of the 

VOL. I. ^ 
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Virgin^ perpeti^» Ae menoiy of the Soxoo 
nudd, who, when pursued by a bmCal lustfing, 
threw herself from the brii^k <jf[ its hideous pre^ 
cipiee, to die m^Unted. 



CHAPTER V. 



DKSSb&N. 



^Hfi AliTSHr^ltTBltii'rtltlEJ— K3RFMIXAj:i JUSTICE-^- 
THE aiOVBItNlCDNT. 

Dr£SMN has the aichriultage of being lively 
loid entertaining at all seasoiis of the year, 
though Ae classes of p^fsons who produce and 
enjoy its pleasnrelS; tary most sensibly with the 
stote of the thefmometer. The winter enter- 
t^mnefbts of the higher ranks are just what they 
are elsewhere. Those who find balls, routs, and 
e«rd parties dull in other countries, will not find 
them a whit less so in l^xony. The middle and 
lower orders seek their pleasures in the theatre ; 
for no rank in Germany reckons play-going a 
sin. The king himself is so extravagantly fond 
of musie^ that besides a regular troop of actors, 
he supports two operatic companies one Italian 
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and the other Grerman, and has at the head of 
his chapel Weber, the first of the livmg theatri- 
cal composers of Grermany, and Morlacchi, who 
fills a very I'espectable rank after the despotic 
Rossini. Spring comes on, ^ and the native he- 
roes of the winter disappear, to be replaced by 
strangers. The great body of the citizens take 
their turn in the cycle of amusement, and take 
it out of doors. On the first of May, as regu- 
larly as the year cosies round, the royal family 
removes to Pilnitz. The nobility and gentry, all, 
in short, who are not too poor, fly to their coun- 
try-seats, or to the baths of Bohemia} the superb 
orangery is brought forth firom its winter cover- 
ing, and placed round the Zwmger^ to blossom m 
the open air ; the picture gallery is thrown open } 
Bottiger commences his prelections on ancient 
statues, In the collection of antiques ; foreigners 
crowd into the city from all parts of Europe 'y 
and Dresden, with its laughing sky, climate, 
scenery, and people, becomes, for a season, the 
coffee-house of Germany. 

It is to its collection of pictures that Dres- 
den is indebted for the reputation which it en-, 
joys as being the centre of the arts in Germany* 
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No gallery, on this side of the Alps, deserves, 
as a whole, to be placed above it. Munich 
is richer in the choice works of Rembrandt, 
and, since the acquisition of Niirnberg, like- 
wise in those of Durer; Brussels cati show much 
finer pictures of Rubens ; Potsdam some splen- 
did historical pieces of Vandyke ; and Paris, 
among the straggling glories which still remain to 
the Louvre, more perfect samples of one or two 
of the Italian masters ; but, as a collection of 
excellent pictures, in all styles, none of them 
can claim superiority over the royal gallery of 
Dresden. The Flemish and German schools 
had been gradually accumulating, especially 
under the magnificence which overwhelmed Sax- 
opy from the moment her electors mounted the 
throne of Poland ; but it was poor in the works 
of the Italian masters, till Augustus III. raised 
it at once to its present eminence, by purchas- 
mg, for about L. 180,000, (1,200,000 rixdol- 
lars,)'the whole ducal gallery of Modena, which 
contained, among others, the far-famed Correg- 
gios. A good specimen of Raphael was still 
awanting, and, for something more, it is said, 
than L.8000, (17,000 ducat%) a convent at 



PuM)^n«i w«8 previukd on to part with his Ma^- 
dotmifi di Sw Sj«to^ whiek^ 1 suppose, goid could 
n^ now purchase* WhU0 lingering among 
these great pix)4uctions of a captiiuting arl^ it 
is likewise a pleasing fedingi tbAt they have 
had the rare fortune to be treated with reve* 
rence by every hostile band. Frederisk bom-r 
barded Dresden, bat^^^^ed down its chui^ches, ' 
mid Wd its strecrts^ in ruin, but ordered his can^ 
non tad mortars to keep cleair of the pi^tur^ 
gallery. He ent^ed as a conqneroi^ levied the 
taxes, administered th^. goveirn^a^nt* aud^ wilh 
ant aiSbctation of hun^iUity,, asked periqissM>n of 
the; captive iSeetfiess u^, vi^t th^ gaUery i|s a 
strwger. Napoleon's policy, too, led hiosb t^ 
treat Saxony witf^ n^uch con^deration, and was 
the guardian ang^ of her pictures. Nojt one 
of them made the journey to Paris. 
The Outer Galleiry,,* as it is called, is entjiTe- 

■ ' I II I I I 1 11. 1 1 ■» ■ I ■ 1 1 m i III »^ M ' ' ' ^ ' 

* Xhe aWDgQineat of the buiLdisg U. senc^wtot pei^ 
liar j it is one square witliin another, as if formed by di- 
Tiding a very lux)a4 gallery rucining rpund a square, by 
building within it a partition parallel to the sides of the 
square. The lights of the outer square are from the street^ 
those of the inner Avm the oourt whidi the square contains. 
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}y filled with the prod^ctioBs of the northern 
schools, and disf^ys, in an immense number of 
pictures, all the merita and deficiencies of the 
masters of Germany, Flanders, and Holland. 
The principle of these schools was, not to em* 
bellish nature, but to imitate her with almost li* 
teral precisiotf. Aninuds,^ and objects of still life ; 
the ingenious effects of artificial^ or the chequered 
play of natural lights and shades ; busy figures, 
surrcmnded by household goods, or the imple* 
moits of a profession ; the grotesque groupes, 
and gross dissipations of a fair; the hard-fa- 
voured, but expressive countenances, the ale- 
jugs, and low indelicacies of carousing boors, 
were transferred to the canvas with an accuracy 



The inner gallery is set apart for the Italian, and the outer 
is filled with the ultramontane schook— using ultramon- 
tane in the Italian sense of the teno. As the lights come 
from only one side, care has been taken to place all the 
good pictucea on the opposite side— apparently a very ob- 
vious arrangement, yet one, the neglect of which, in many 
private collections, spoils many excellent pictures. The 
best of all lights is that which comes from above, as partly 
in the Tribune of Florence, andientirely in the upper room 
at Bologna. 
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of imitationy and patience of finishing, which 
have never been rivalled. Such subjects scarce- 
ly admitted of embellishment; what existed be- 
fore the painter's eyes must be copied << severe- 
ly true ;" no beau ideal sprung into life beneath 
the pencil of the artist, creating upon the canvas 
forms which perhaps never existed in nature, 
but which, nevertheless, are at once recognised 
to be the perfection of nature. It would be ab- 
surd to suppose that all the boors of Teniers are 
portraits, and all his cottage or wedding scenes 
taken from the life ; so far he must have pro- 
ceeded on the same principle as if he had been 
composing a Madonna, and made, his boors and 
weddings what they possibly never were, but yet 
easily might be; but forms of ideal beauty or dig- 
nity, and the expression of the higher passions, 
were not regularly within the sphere, and never 
constituted the character of the school. Even 
those masters who sought immortality in another 
path, Rubens, for example, or Rembrandt, sel- 
dom approach this lofty and captivating ideal. 
They compose their pictures with iskill, they se- 
duce the ^ye by peculiar charms of colouring - 
and they may be unrivalled in the artificial ma*' 
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nagement of light and shade ; yet is hot the ef- 
fect produced by their most finished pictures not 
only specifically difierent from what we feel 
when contemplating the Madonna of Raphael, 
the Saviour or St Jerome of Correggio, Fra 
Bartolomeo's St Mark, Guido's Aurora, or Ti- 
tian's Assumption of the Virgin, but is it not 
<Mie of a more prosaic nature, less imposing to 
die imagination, less elevating and interesting 
both to feeling and to taste ? 

The pictures of Teniers, Ostade, and Gerard 
Dow, the northern landscapes of Ruisdael, the 
vivid groupes of Wouvermann, with his never- 
failing grey horse, are all among the most suc- 
cessful and characteristic productions of these ce- 
lebrated masters. In Ruisdael's faiotious Hunt, 
earth and sky, wood and water, speak so feeling- 
ly the cold, drizzling haze of a raw autumni^l 
morning in a northern region, that the spectator 
is happy, on taming firom the picture, to find 
himself in sunshine. Dow and Ostade could not 
compete with Temers in effect of grouping and 
expression of vulgar character, but they are at 
least his equals in minuteness of finishing, and 
surpass him in delicacy and vivacity of colour^ 



ing. TbwQ is a bewti/hl «^ picture, bj^ G^ 
r^ D^Wj r^prwwtkig a hermil at pr^yivr b^ 
finrd a Qrwcifh^ ot tl^e door ofhi^ )»ut. A book 
lies opett before him, and so industrioudiy w 
ev&ry part fimshod, that you aetuaUy see the 
letters gUmmering through the paper from th« 
<^osite page. The mo^ wond^fd instance of 
this finishing and colouring* beeausft it contsioa 
the most minnte and heterogeneous objects, is 
an alchymist's work-*$hop of Temeurs^ TaUes, 
stQolsi chairs, Inmaoess al^mhips.of y«rious isqrts, 
dead and dried ^hes» sto&d bfa^^si living mioe^ 
boxes of w€K»d and paper, Tial^of. white, and 
bottles of green gifi^s ; in ^hprty aU kinds of 
luQib^, utensils, and instruments, are scc^ 
t^red about in the mpst grotesque «Qnftt9ion, 
and every six^e object is in. form wd colouring 
the mmt deceiving imitation of nature imagin* 
able. His Temptation of St Anthony, thoi^b 
possessing much of the same ei^ceUenpe^ is not 
equal to those of Hell Breughel.* ThemoMters 



* There were two brothers of this name, Hell Breughd^ 
so called from the delight he took in painting hell and 
witch scenes, which in general display a grotesque rioh-K 
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^r€ of the^sam^ km4» l^nl the \lhoiie wants the 
£inta9tiic riclmefis ^ Qiet^h^l-^-^U the meant^ in 
point of compdsil;io% wklch sw!k a pidiire can 
possess. Yet Tenk^ repeateid tbe subject in' 
another pietiire at Potsdfinv and introduoed his 
wife and moth^r-in-law^ 9» demk. With the old 
lady he kept no ineaauj^eis ; but he satpbsed his 
help-mate only by aUowkig the ^ <^ a tail to 
peep out from beneath the sweepiiig train o£ her 
gown. Vandyke's portriuts of Charles I.^ of his 
Queeoi Henrietta^; and t^eir childroi^ eqiecmlly 
Uie last» are splendid pictarea^ 

There is; no vesy good picture of ReoalxDaadt 
or Rubens^ , The J^tdgment of Buris, by the 
latter^ is inferior to a hundr^ of his works even 
in colouring, and is p«^aps tiie very worst of 
them all in r^ard to the h^fttm; at least, if there 
be others in which the fiHons are absolutely as 
gross and clumsy as they iire^ here*^-the Mi^a** 
lene at Hanover, fiw eacAiii^e--^yet the deficiency 

* ' I ■ JJ I ■ ii »w nw P *-^ ' ' ' ■ i I ■< I ■» » ■ I ■■ ' «!■■ 
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ness of faoqr, quits 9>t hoxn^iq auch pcUPr^; ly^ Feitf^t 
Breughel^ who derived his D^e from the smoo^hneu and 
softness of his colouring. Their father, too, had a nick- 
name, Peter the DroU, for he dealt largely in the very 
broadest comic Which even the Dutch school albw^^ 
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strikes us in this picture with greater force, be- 
cause it is a subject from which we expect the 
most perfect forms of beaujtjf in both sexes. Pa- 
ris, a heavy, awkward, hard-featured, plough- 
man-looking fellow, is seated beneath a tree, 
naked, indeed, but covered with an enormous 
broad-brimmed hat He is thus a fitting judge 
and companion for the three blowsy, fat, flabby 
wenches, under whom the painter has, it might 
be imagined, caricatured the three goddesses. 
It is no wonder that Paris looks puzzled; it 
would require a wiser man to decide which €( 
the three is the least ugly. It is extremely pos- 
sible that many of the trivial pictures which bear 
die name of this great artist were never touched 
by his pencil ; but, among his undoubted works, 
there is enough of the same deficiency to con- 
vince us, that he shared deeply the general cha- 
racter of the northern schools, a felicitous imita- 
tion of nature without ennobling her. It was 
long before he acquired an accuracy in drawing 
equal to the captivating colouring of which he 
was master so early. One can scarcely believe 
the Deposition from the Cross at Antwerp, the 
Crucifixion of, St Peter at Cologne, or the As- 
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cension of the Virgbj (inferior only to Titian's,) 
in the gallery at Brussels, to have proceeded 
from the same pencil which produced so many 
masses of flesh, flesh, indeed, painted to the life, 
but in forms more gross and shapeless than even 
the nymphs of Flemish boors ever were. 

Taste is so very flexible a thing, that you may 
almost foretell whether an ordinary spectator's 
inclination will lean to the painters of the south 
or of the north, according as the one or the other 
have first taught him to feel and admire the 
power of the art. Whoever has the treasures <rf 
the German and Flemish masters opened up to 
him, only after coming fresh from revelling in 
the galleries of Italy, to whose beauties memory 
still returns with the fondness of a first love, is 
sure to be unjust to the former. . To this are 
partly to be ascribed the superior attractions that 
struck me in the iimer gallery of Dresden, which 
contains the Italian schools, although it can safe* 
ly rest on its own absolute merits, for there are 
pictures which Jew and Gentile must be equally 
loth to quit. Raphael's Madonna di San Sisto 
** shines inimitable on earth ;" if any picture de- 
serves to be placed by its side, it must be his own 
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TransfigunBtifQUf or Titim's Asfumption of the 
Virgin in tb^ Acudemy of Venice. The coiBpo- 
sitiop of Urn wooderftil picture is simple in tlie 
extreme. Th^ Virgin lioy^rs on a cloud, in an 
i^>right uttitude) with t}ie hply infant in her arms. 
The Pppe St gixtus, &om wlipm the pi^ure bus 
its n»m^ arrayed in his saQ«rdotal robea» kneels 
upon her right. He looks up to the Virgiift in 
tremhlii^ devotion ; every feature breathes pious 
wondtr and self*humiliatk>n ; his clasped hands 
and with^ned countenance seein ready to sink be* 
neath the burden of religious awe. St Barbara 
kneels on the left i but. her youthAil and beau- 
tiful countenance is lighted up with a mild re- 
stained joy» and is bent towards the earth, as if 
turning away from the glory that shinea round 
the Mfi4onna. In the bottom of the picture are 
seen the hefuls and breasts of two cherubs, the 
best, in their kind? which the art hafl produced. 
One of them has his little c^nns folded ;; the other 
is resting bis head on one ha^nd. Nature never 
created, nor could a poet's fancy imagine? more 
touching forms of infaiitine innec^ence and beau- 
ty, joined, at the same times to a tinge of serious- 
ness and awe^ which gives ih^j» a peculiar eha* 



rui^t^r, without beii^ at all tpn^iurat, and falls 
in delightfully with the wholie Btyle of the pic- 
ture. We feel instantly that these are children, 
indeed, but children pf a higher order, and em- 
ployed in a holy 5ervi<jft, The Madonna hc^rsel^ 
all simpU($ity ajid serenity^ free from every taint 
of exa^erated rapture, or affe<:;ted attitude, floats 
betwqen the hcs^ven aud earthy that are mingled 
in her countenance^ clasping ^her infant to her 
bosKun with the fonduess c^ a tUQther j aud^ at 
the satue tiiue» with the dignity of a superior 
being, 

It would be difficult to analy^Q the impression 
whi^h th^ whole composition produces : in fact, 
a pictiure or a statue which can be completely co- 
pied in language is seldom worth seeipg^ Be- 
side the beauty of the fonus^ and the vivid and 
highly diversified expression of countenance, its 
great enchantment seems to lie in the preyaMing 
tone of mild character, in the heavenly tranquil-^ 
lity that is spread over the whole composition. 
One always returns with longing from the other 
famed works of the gallery, to rest on th^ simple 
beauty of these matchless fonm; and I almost 
think it impossible to gaase on this pigture with- 
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out. becomings for the time, a better man. Like 
the harp of David, it puts every evil spirit to 
flight 

After this Madonna are always ranked the 
five great pictures of Correggio^ which formerly 
adorned the gallery of Modena, and the first 
place among them is universally assigned to the 
Night. It represents the holy family at night, 
illuminated only by the glory which surrounds 
the infant — and hence its name. The mother and 
child occupy the centre of the picture, so that the 
light difiiises itself in all directions upon the 
other figures, producing an extremely vivid ef- 
fect, and giving the personages an incredible de- 
gree of reliefj by the strong masses of shade 
against which it is set ofi. Only the &ce and bo* 
som of the mother are illuminated, as she bends 
over the infant on her lap. Three peasants 
form the other groupe. One of them, a girl, 
starts back in childish astonishment from the su- 
pernatural light ; a coarse herdsman, who is admi- 
rably contrasted with the elegant form of the 
virgin herself, looks in with an almost savage 
wonder; the third has his eyes directed to hea«« 
ven, with a more pleasing expression of admira- 



THE GALL£^RY. 281 

tion and devotion. . In the back ground Joseph 
fodders the ass; and, through an opening in the 
wooded landscape, the morning is seen to dawn 
over the distant. country, giving the picture the 
force of a religious allegory. Artists would pro- 
bably have some fault to find with every indivi- 
dual figure in the composition ; but the variety 
of form, countenance, and character, all di& 
ferently lighted. up, according to the position in 
which the personages stand to the infant, work 
together to form an admirable whole. In fact, 
the picture has often been set down as Correg- 
gio's masterpiece ; and certainly, in so far as the 
effect produced by the artificial management of 
the light is concerned, he has painted nothing 
great in the same kind, and no other master has 
painted any thing equally great. Yet it is doubt- 
ful whether, in the more poetical merits of the 
art, there are not better pictures of Correggio in 
Parma. The Madonna di San Girolamo makes 
an impression, not so vivid at first, but much 
more lasting. The three other great paintings^ 
the St George, the St Francis, and the St Se- 
bastian, all represent similar groupes, — the vir- 
gin and child surrounded by various saints, but 



282 DSEfiDEN. 

all in natural lights. St John, in the second of 
these, looking out from the picture towards the 
spectator, and pointing to the young Redeemer, 
is one of the most animated and eloquent of all 
Correggio's figures. The little picture, the Mag* 
dalene reclining oh the ground, wrapt up in a 
blue mantle, and reading a book, is a most sim« 
pie painting, but inimitable from its very simpli- 
city, its pure beauty of form, and fidness of ex- 
pression. It derived a greater merit, in the eyes 
of a certain mason, from the gems with which the 
frame was thickly set ; he broke into the gallery , 
one night, and stole the picture. 

Perhaps it is unfortunate for the effect of these 
pictures of Correggio, that they are so mudi 
alike, and all together. They form, indeed, a 
series, exemplifying the style of the painter in 
the different stages of its improvement, and this 
is repeated to you again and again as the great 
recommen^tion of the collection : << We have a 
sample of Correggio in aU his styles." But those 
gradations, which may be extremely discernible 
and interesting to the artist and connoisseur, are 
lost oh the ordinary spectator, who only asks of 
a picture that it shall speak to him, and mak^ 
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him ieeL If tbe hemity of the first of them 
which fiiUs under the eye be properly appretiat* 
ed, the eflfect of the others is diiraushed ; for the 
subjects, the grouping, and the general spi^it^ 
are very similar in all of themi and tbe varieti^ 
in the style of colouring are not Very striking. 
The gradations ifx the st^e of Cocreggio are not 
at all like those of Raphael, 6n6 of whose pic- 
tures, painted by him while he wait under Ber- 
rugino^ could not easily be recognised ias a work 
of the same master who pridduced the Transfi* 
guration ; they are even much less, marked then 
those of Guido. Moreover, all these pictures, 
with the exception of the Magdalene, r^resent 
subjectsin which Corr^gio has less variety than 
in others. In the Madonna, more than ij^ any 
oth» figure, the great painters are. easily disco*- 
vered ; for, with all of them, she is nun^e or less 
purely ideal, and the ideal of a painter of origi- 
nal genius does not readily cbaiige^ , No one, I 
believe, accustomed to the galleries of Rome^ 
Flor^ice, and Bologna, ever found much diffi- 
culty in recognising a Madonna of Raphael, of 
Guido, or of Da Vinci, Correggio is more a co- 
pyist of himself in the Mother of God than any 
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Other artist of equal name. With his Madonnas 
in your memory, look at his portrait of his mis- 
tress in Potsdam, and you see at once that all the 
former have been created by ennobling the latter. 
Raphael occasionally made use of his Fornarina 
to lend a feature for the maiden-mother, but 
Correggio never forsakes his beloved ; in all his 
Virgins of celebrity she is distinctly recognis- 
able ; it is only in the Magdalene that no trace of 
her is to be found. It would be woeful stupid- 
ity to say that Dresden has too much of Correg- 
gio; lAo^ is impossible; but perhaps it has too 
much of the same subjects; and this, I doubt not, 
is one reason, why spectators, not artists them- 
selves, are thrown into much less livelyjraptures 
by these pictures than they had been led to ex- 
pect To my own feelings, the Madonna di San 
Sisto stands at an immeasurable distance above 
any of them. 

Julio Romano's Pan and Satyr is another pic* 
ture to make one wish he had kept to his fres- 
coes, where he seldom failed to be among the 
foremost. Raphael never forgot, in his frescoes, 
the grace and elegance of his oil painting ; the 
scholar, on the other hand, gave himself entire 
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ly up to the boldness, and even harshness, so na- 
turally produced by fresco painting, and trans* 
ferred the same style to canvas, where it is much 
less in its place. Hence, in so many of his oil 
paintings, there is a roughness of execution and 
colouring, and a want of accurate and finished 
outline, which are not always redeemed by the 
boldness of his attitudes and the strength of his 
shades. A Holy Family, though of somewhat 
outre composition, representing the infant stand- 
ing in a basin of 'water, to be washed by his mo- 
ther, while St Anne holds a towel to dry him, is 
a better picture ; but still there are hands and 
feet which would have been allowable only in 
the War of the Giants, and which Julio's mas- 
ter would not have admitted even in' a fresco. 
There is a copy of the St Cecilia ascribed to 
him ; the copy is masterly, but the tradition is 
uncertain ; nor is it easy to believe that a painter 
so celebrated and so occupied as an original art- 
ist as Julio Romano was, can have spent his time 
on the innumerable copies which are every where 
current in his name. 

The picture which represents a martyr with 
the fire kindling at his feet, and is ascribed to Mi- 
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chael Angelo^ is just such a figure as he would 
have painted, and probably its very prototype 
may be found in the Vatican ; but it is in oil, a 
circumstance always injurious to the authentici- 
ty of any picture pretending to be from the pen*- 
cil of an artist who used it so very seldom in oil 
painting, which he declared to be fit only for wo- 
men and lazy men. The gallery is weak in the 
Venetian, and Bolognese, and Florentine schools, 
though there is one of those voluptuous beauties 
of Titian, commonly called Venuses, and a very 
beautiful half figure of St Cecilia by Carlo Dolce, 
a favourite subject of copying among the femlde 
amateurs. Of Da Vinci, the great father of the 
Lombard school, there is only a portrait of Sfor- 
za, the celebrated usurper of Milan, who was too 
fortunate in having Leonardo to paint him, and 
Guicciardini to write his history : it is a portrait 
that belongs to the very first class in every re- 
spect. 

The crowds of copyists which fill the gallery 
during the summer months, show that the pos- 
session of this rich collection has not been altoge- 
ther favourable to the growth of original gemus. 
A sure and lucrative employment is found ia 
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making miniature copies ; originality of style and 
composition dies out ; or, when the painter yen* 
tures to work after his own taste and imagina- 
tion, he unconsciously degenerates into manner- 
ism. Dietrich was a skilftd landscape painter, 
but he possessed a dangerous facUity of pencil 
Mengs, the first of modem German artists, 
though by birth a Bohemian, is more properly to 
be given to Italy, where he spent his life. With- 
in these few years, Kiigelchen gamed a great 
name. His pictures are distinguished by great 
elegance of forms, with mudh softness and ten- 
derness, a sort of fairy lightness, in the colour- ' 
ing. A murderer cut him off too early. Dres- 
den stQl contains many painters, and a love of 
the art is widely diffiised ; but the painters are 
copyists, and the love of the art is dilettanteism. 
During summer and autumn, the gallery is fill- 
ed with professional and amateur artists, copy- 
ing the celebrated pictures, or individual groupes 
or figures from them, for money or amusement. 
Many of them, especially of the mere amateurs, 
are ladies, and here the pride of rank which, in 
every thing else in Germany, is so unyielding, 
gives way. The couiltess pursues her task by 
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the side of her more bumble fMHapatiion, who is 
copying for her daily breads under the gaze of 
eyexy strolling stranger. It is nothing uncom- 
mon to find ladies. repairing to Dresden from 
distant capitals, to spend part of the sununer in 
copying pictures. 

One of the most complete collections of cop- 
perplates in Europe, containing every thing that 
is interesting in the history of the art, or valua- 
ble for practical excellence, forms a supplement 
to the pictures. The earliest is of the date of 
1466, and is said to be the earliest yet known. 
What a leap the art takes at once from the un- 
couth forms of Schongauer and Mechlin, to the 
drawing and finishing of Diirer ! It is amusing 
to observe the minutiae by which the connoisseur 
distinguishes an original plate from the copies, 
often excellent, which have been made of most 
celebrated engravings. In a portrait, the graver 
had slipped at a letter in the word Effigies^ so 
that this letter is accompanied, in the original, 
by a slight scratch, more difficult to be observed 
than this fragment of a hair. The copyist either 
had not observed the defect, or had thought 
proper to correct it ; and the absence of this 
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blemish is the only test by which the copy can 
be distinguished from the original. In an ear- 
ly work of Diirer, which contains a town, the 
omission of a small chimney,-i-which is not more 
than a point,-^and, in another, a stilt slighter va- 
riation in the ornaments of a helmet, alone de- 
tects the copy. Money is liberally spent in car- 
rjring on the series in the works of the modem 
masters of all countries. Whoever wishes to 
study the history of this beautiful art, and to be 
initiated into the mysteries of amnoissewrship^ 
can find no better school than the cabinet of Dres- 
den. It overflows with materials, and is under 
the direction of a gentleman, who not only seems 
to be thoroughly master of his occupation, but 
has the much rarer merit of being in the high- 
est degree patient, attentive, and communica- 
tive. 

The Saxons, to complete their school of arts, 
have procured a quantity of ancient sculptures, 
purchased and begged from difierent quarters of 
Italy, and casts in gypsum of the great works, 
which could neither be bought nor begged. 
The latter are from the hands of Mengs himself, 
and, besides perfect accuracy, many parts 'of the 
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figure, such as the baar, are fialshed with a much 
higher degree of industry and precision than is 
usually found in this department of the plastic 
art Both collections are under the direction of 
Bottiger, than whom Germany reccjgnizes no 
greater name in every thing ccmnected with an- 
cient art and classical antiquities. With, p^v 
haps, less taste in the arts themselves, he is al- 
lowed to be master of much more extensive and 
profound erudition concerning them, than Wine- 
kelman, in whom his Qmtribuikms to the His- 
tory of Ancient PainUngy corrected many errors, 
and supplied many deficiencies. This erudition, 
which Heyne and Wolff in vain urged him to 
lay out in some great work, inst;ead of squander- 
ing it, by fits and starts, among a hundred di& 
ferent subjects in tracts, and reviews, is quite in 
its place in his lectures, or even in the JbefidzeU- 
ung, the polite journal of Dresden, which is 
often made the vehicle of his lucubrations ; but 
it is formidable to a listener in ordinary con- 
versation. When Bottiger bends his head, and 
half shuts his eyes, the hearer may reckon on 
encountering a flood-tide of erudition and sup^- 
latives, whic^, however, the Idndliness and sim- 
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plicity of the old man render perfbetty toldrar 
bk. : 

It would be unpardonable to pasadv6f in si^ 
lence the treasures of the GrUnfi GewSlbef or 
.Green Vault, of vrhich: every Saxon is so proud;^ 
and whoever takes pleasure in the glitter of pre- 
leious stones, in gold and silver wr^aught, not 
merely into all sorts of royal ornaments, but in- 
to every form, however grotesque, that art can 
give them, without any aim at either utility or 
beauty, will stroll with tratisfaction through the 
apartments of this gorgeous toy-sh<^. They are 
crowded with the trowns, and jewels, and regal 
attire of a long line of Saxon princes ; vases and 
other utensUs seem to have been made merely as 
a means of expending gold and silver ; the shelves 
glitter with caricatured urchins, whose body is 
often formed of a huge peatl, or an egg-shell, 
the limbs being added. in eiMunelled gold. The 
innumerable carvings in ivory are more interest- 
ing, as memorials of a difficult art, which was 
once so highly esteemed in GFcrmany, and of the 
minute labour with which German artists could 
mould the most reluctant itiateriais into difficxdt 
forms. One is dazded by the quimtity of gems 
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and precious metals that glare around him ; he 
must even admire the ingenuity which has fa- 
shioneH them into so many ornaments and un- 
meaning nick-nacks ; but there is nothipg that 
he forgets more easily, or that deserves less to 
be remembered. 

The JZtfiCftamm^r, too, (the armoury,) is not 
merely a museum, containing a few specimens^ of 
^ what sort of things spears and coats of mail were, 
but is just what a well-stored ahnoury must have 
been in the days of yore. Were Europe thrown 
back, by the word of an enchanter, into the mid- 
dle ages, Saxony could take the field, with a du- 
ly equipped army, sooner than any other power. 
We cannot easily form any idea of the long prac- 
tice which must have been necessary to enable a 
man to wear such habiliments with comfort, 
much more to wield, at the same time, such arms 
with agility and dexterity. But the young offi- 
cers of those days wore armour aliiiost as soon 
as they could walk, and transmigrated regular- 
ly from one iron shell into another, more un- 
wieldy than its predecessor, till they reached ithe 
fuU stature of knighthood, and played at broad- 
sword with the weight of a twelve pounder on 
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their backs^ as lightly lis a lady bears a chaplet 
of silken flo\yers on het head in a quadrille. 
There is here a complete series of the suits set 
apart for the Princes of. Saxony; the smallest 
seemed to be intended foi* boys of ten or twelve 
years of age. It would be difficult to find a man 
who could promenade in the cuirass of Augus- 
tus II.y which you can hardly raise from the 
ground, or wear his cap, which incloses an iron 
hat heavier. tbaa a tea-kettle; but Augustus^, if 
you believe the Sastons, was a second Sampson. 
They hiave in their mouths imiumerable histories 
of his bodily prowess ; su<3h as, that he lifted a 
trumpeter in full armour, and held him aloft on 
the palm of his hand; that he .twisted the. iron 
bannister of a stair into a Tope, and made love to 
a coy beauty by preisenting in one band a bag of 
gold, and breaking with the other a horse-shoe. 
Among the reliques is the first instrument with 
^hich Schwarz tried his newly inyented gun- 
powder. The fire is produced by friction, A 
small bar of iron, placed parallel to the barrel^ is 
inoved rapidly forwards and backwards by the 
hand ; above it is a flint, whose edge is pressed 
/irmly agamst the upper 3urfi»ce of the bw by $t 
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spring ; the friction of the flibt H^iiElst t^e bar 
strikes out the fire^ which fiiUs upon tlie powder 
in a small pan beneath. 

Hiese are tome of the treasures and curiosi- 
ties, the collections of arts and of trifles, which 
have made the Saxons so proud of their capital^ 
and draw to it men of genius and t^ste, as welt 
as m^i of mere idleness and dissipation« TW 
general tone of society bears the same impress 
of lightness and gaiety. Though there are many 
men'.of high literary reputation in Dresden, ^ire^ 
gular literary coteries are not favourite forms of 
social life; the pedantry and afiectaiion which 
generally surround th^n do not suit the meri^^ 
dian of Dresden. But it can easily happen that, 
after sipping your tea lunid chit-chat, you are 
doomed to hear ^ome one read aloud for a eou^ 
pie of hours. The yawning gentlemen may de* 
serve sic»ie commiseration ; but theladies are not 
to be pitied, for they are universally the great 
patronesses oT these evening congregations, and 
lenitting goes on just as rapidly as if th^ were 
laltting with each other. Tiek^ a poet of origi«t 
ml genius himsdff, andaw<»rthy co-operator in 
4lie labours ^hieh have so succmifolly tfssasm 
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planted Shakespeare to the soil of Germany, is 
peculiarly celebrated for his elocutionary pow- 
ers. I have heard him read, at one stretch, the 
ivhole of Shakespeare's Julius Ccesar, in Schleg- 
el'ss translation, to an enraptured tea-auditory, 
with a different modification of voice for every 
character; and really the combined merits of 
the translation a^d elocution left little to be 
desired. 

Yet, with all its love of gaiety and novelty, 
Dresden is, I take it, the only respectable Euro- 
pean capital in which no newspaper, properly so 
called, is published. The AbendzeUung is in- 
tended for tea-tables, and is filled with sent!-* 
mental tales and verses, old anecdotes which in- 
terest nobody, and critiques on the performances 
ia all the great German theatres, which interest 
every body. ■ There i» no political newspaper, 
owing probably to the vicinity of Leipzig, where 
people perhaps believe political newi^apers can 
be better managed, because political matters are 
more attended to, and better understood. It 
cannot be because the censorship is more strict 
at Dresden than at Leipzig, for all the Ldpzig 
newspapers are admitted, and at the Resourcei— i< 
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a blulr of getitlemen for reading newspap^s and 
eating dinners,—- I foiind not only the French 
jonmalsy but the Morning Chronicle &nd the 
Times, along-side of the Courier, 

Though French is still the a>nvehtional lan- 
guage of courtiers and waiters, English is very 
generally cultivated among the well'^ducated 
ranks. The German which they speak, and 
fondly speak, has no rival in purity, except the 
dialect of 'Hanover; and the preference given 
by grammarians to the latter rests on small points' 
of pronunciation, in which analogy perliaps fa- 
vours Hanover, but the ear allows her little su- 
periority. So far is the nicety of Hanover from 
fixing itself in the pure German states as the- 
mark of a well-educated man, that I have known. 
Hanoverians, when living in Saxony, renounce 
their native pronunciation, to avoiid the charge ^ 
of affectation. I have sometimes hesitated 
whether German, on the lips of a fair frolick- 
ing Saxon, was not just as pleashig a language 
as Italian in the mouth of a languishing, volup- 
tuous Venetian,— though those who judge of the 
former of these tongues merely from the appcry* 
ph^^ saying of Charles V., that It was a language. 
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fit to be spoken only to horses, will, no doubt, 
think it very ridiculous that any such doubt 
should ever be entertained. I do not mean that 
the accents, considered merely as the materials 
of sound, fall so softly on the ear; but German 
is so much more poetical in the ideas which these 
accents suggest and represent than any other 
living language, that it possesses a much higher 
merit, because, in addition to the philosophical 
regularity of its structure, it paints in much 
more vivid colours. - Even the roug)iness to the 
ear is by no means ^o frequent or striking as we 
are apt to imagine ; while the expressions awake 
ISO many feelings and associations, that the mere- 
ly sensual claims of the ear are, in a great mea- 
isure, disregai*ded. A traveller who has heard 
ia postillion grumble about his Trinkgdd, or a 
couple of peasants curse and swear at each other 
in an ale-house, and who, whenever he is in com- 
pany that is suitable for him, hears and speaks 
only French, immediately writes down that Ger- 
man is a horrible language which splits the ear, 
and furnishes merely a coarse medium for say- 
ing coarse things^ What would we think of 
Italian were it judged of in the same way? 
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Where are there iqpoti earth more gradng and 
atrocious sounds thaa the dialects of the IVfilan^ 
ese and Bolognese ? 

One of the least pleasing features of this gay 
and dkegant capital is the number of condemned 
malefactors employed in cleaning the streets, fet- 
tered by the leg, and kept to their labour by the 
rod of an overseer, and the muskets of sentinels; 
Here, just as in Italy, these miscreants have the 
impudence to ask charity in the name of heaven 
from the passenger whose pocket they would 
pick, or whose throat they would cut, if the 
chain were but taken from their ancle. The 
time not consumed in labour is spent in a miser- 
able and corrupting confinement, in dungeons 
which are always loathsome, and sometimes sub- 
terraneous. Having heard a professor of Jena 
rail, in his lecture, at the mal-administration pf 
English prisons, in a style which I suspected no 
German who looked nearer home was entitled to 
use, I took occasion to visit one of the prisons 
of Dresden. It was crowded with accused as 
well as condemned prisoners, and seemed to have 
all the.u»ial defects of ill-regulated gaols, both 
as to the health and n^ond welfare of its inmates. 
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Thej were deposited in small^dark cells, each of 
which contained three prisoners ; a few boards, 
across which a coarse mat was thrown, supplied 
the place of a bed, and the cells werei)verheat* 
ed. Many of the prisoners were persons whose 
guilt had not yet been ascertained; but, possible 
as then: innocence might be, it was to some the 
sixth,, the eighth, even the twelfth month of thb 
demoralizing confinement One young man, 
whom the gaoler allowed to be a person in a re- 
spectable station of life, had been pining for 
months, without knowing, a^ he said, why he was 
there. The allegation might be of very doubt- 
ful truth, but the procrastinated sufiering, with- 
out any definite point oi termination, was cer- 
tain. Till the judge shall find time to condemn 
them to the highway, or dismiss them as inno^ 
cent, they must languish on m these corrupting 
triumvirates, in dungeons, compared with which 
the cell they would be removed to, if condemned 
to die, is a comfortable abode. I could easily 
believe the assurance of the gaoler, that when 
they leave the prison, they are uniformly worse 

than when they entered it. 

. Such arrangements, under a system of crimi- 
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nal law lilie> that which prevails all over Gver^^ 
many, are ^hideous; — because it is a systein 
which sets no' determinate iimit tO' the dnratioit 
of this previous confinement. .The length of the 
imprisonment pf an accused person depends, not 
on the law, but on the judge, or on;those who are 
above the judge. -The law having once got the 
man into gaol, does not seem to trouble itself any 
farther about him. There are iitstapees, and re- 
cent ones too, of persons being dismissed as in- 
nocent after a five years' preparatory imprison- 
ment. People, to be sure, shake their heads at 
such things, with << aye, it was very hard on the 
poor man, but the court could not sooner arrive 
at the certainty of his guilt or innocence." No 
doubt, it is better, as they all^e, that a man 
should be unjustly imprisoned five yeiars, than 
unjustly hanged at the end of the first ; but they 
cannot see that, if there was no good ground for 
hanging him at the end of the first, neither could 
there be any for keeping him in gaol during the 
other four. They insist on tibe necessity of dis- 
covering the truth. Where suspicious circum^ 
stances exist, though they acknowledge it would 
be wrong (o convict the man, they maintain it 
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woqM be equally wrong to liberate hini, and 
therefore fairly conclude that he must remain in 
prison " till the truth comes out** To get at the 
certain truth is a very excellent thing ; but it is 
a very terrible thing, that a man must langubh 
in prison dut'ing a period indefinite by law, till 
his judges discover with certainty whether he 
should ever have been* there or not The se* 
crecy in which all judicial proceedings are wrapt 
up, at once diminishes the apparent number of 
such melancholy abuses, and prevents the pub-, 
lie mind from being much affected by those 
which become partially known. 

All this leads to another practice, which, how- 
ever it may be disguised, is nothing else than the 
torture. It is a rule, in all capital offences, not 
to inflict the punishment, however clear the evi- 
dence may be, without a confession by the cul- 
prit himself. High treason, I believe, is a prac- 
tical exception ; but in all other capital crimes, 
though there should not be a hook to hang a 
doubt upon, yet, if the culprit deny, he is only 
condemned to, perhaps, perpetual imprisonment. 
There is no getting rid of the dilemma, that, in 
the opinion of tlie man's judges, his guilt is ei- 
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ther dearly proved, or it is not If it be clear- 
ly proved, then the whole punishment, if not, 
then no punbhmoit at all should be inflicted ; 
(ytherwise suspicions are visited as crimes, and a 
man is treated as a criminal, because it is doubt* 
ful whether ^e be one or not. * If his judges 
think that his denial proceeds merely from ob- 
stinacy, he is consigned to a dungeon, against 
whose horrors, to judge from the one I was 
shown, innocence itself could not long hold out; 
for death on the sca£Pold would be a far easier 
and more immediate liberation, than the morta- 
lity which creeps over every limb in such a cell. 
It is a cold, damp, subterraneous hole ; the roof 
is so low, that the large drops of moisture distil- 
ling from above must trickle immediately ou the 

^ The established practice has been vigorously att&cked 
of late years, especially by Feuerbach, a high name in 
German jurisprudence. The query. Whether evidence 
that would be insufficient to convict without the confes- 
sion of the culprit, should justify a lower degree of punish- 
ment, or free bim from all punishment, was the subject of fi 
prize question in 1800. A summary of the controversy 
may be found in the thhrd and fourth volumes of the Archiv 
des CriminalrechU edited by Professors Klein, Kleinschrod, 
and Konopack. 
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mi^rable inmate ; its duBen^ions are so coufined^ 
tha^a man could iK)t stretch out his limbs at fuU 
length. Its only furniture is wet straw, scantily 
strewed on the wet ground. There is not the 
smallest opening or cranny to admit either li^t 
or air ; a prisoner could not even discern the 
crust of bread and jug of water all<^ted to sup«» 
port life in a place where insensibility would be 
a blessing. I am not describing any relique of 
antiquated barbarity ; the cell is still in most ef-« 
ficient operation* About four years ago^ it was 
inhabited by a woman convicted of murd^. As 
she still denied the crime, her judges^ who had 
no pretence for doubt, sent her to this dungeon, 
to extort a confession. At the end of a fort- 
night, her obstinacy gave way ; when she had 
just strength enough left to totter to the scaf- 
fold, she confessed the murder exactly as it had 
been proved against her. 

Such a practice is revoking to all good feel- 
ing, even when viewed as a punishment ; when 
used before condemnation, to extort a confes- 
sion, in what imaginable point does it differ from 
the torture ? Really we could almost be tempt- 
ed to believe, that it is not without some view: to 
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future utility^ that^ in a more roomy apartment 
adjoining this infamous dungeon, all the regu- 
lar approved instruments of torture, from the 
wheel to the pincers, are still religiously pre- 
served. A number of iron hooks are fixed in 
the ceiling ; a corresponding block of wood runs 
across the floor, filled with sharp pieces of iron 
pointing upwards ; in a comer were mouldering 
the ropes by which- prisoners used to be sus- 
pended by the wrists from the hooks, with their 
feet resting on the iron points below. The 
benches and table of the judges still retain tlieir 
place, as well as the old-fashioned iron candle- 
stick, which, even at mid-day, furnished the only 
light that rendered visible the darkness of this 
** cell of guilt and misery." Fortunately, the 
dust has now settled thick upon them, never^ 
let us hope, to be disturbed. 

The worst of all is, that this species of torture 
(for, considering what sort of imprisonment it 
is, and for what purposes it is inflicted, I can 
give it no other name) is just of that kind which 
works most surely on the least corrupted. To 
the master-spirits^of villany, and long tried ser- 
vants of iniquity, a dark, damp hole, wet straw, 
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aiid bread and water, are much less dppalUag 
than to the novice in their trade, or to the inno^. 
ceiit 'man against whom fortuitous circumstances, 
have directed suspicion. How many men have; 
burdened themselves with crimes which th^y ne-: 
v^r committed, to escape from torture which th^y, 
never deserved ! What a melancholy catalogue 
might be collected out of the times when the: 
torture was still inflicted by the execiitioi^er !. 
And, alas ! very recent experience robs us of the. 
satisfaction of believing they have disappear^, 
now that Germany has substituted for the mck 
so excruciating a confinement. A lamentable 
instance happened in Dresden while I was there, 
(1821.). Kugelcben, the most celebrated Ger- 
man painter of his day, had been murdered and 
robbisd in the neighbourhood of the city. A 
soldier, of the name of Fischer^ was apprehend- 
ed on suspicion. After a long investigatioxi, his 
judges found reason to be clearly satisfied of his 
guilt ; but still, as he did not confess, he was 
sent to the dungeon, to conquer his obstinacy. 
He stood it out for spme months, but at last ac- 
knowledged the mjurder. He had not yet been 
broken on the wheel, when circmpst^cies. came 
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out which pointed suspicion agsinst another sol-- 
dier, named Kalkofen, as having been at least 
an acoomplioe in the deed« The result of the 
new inquiry was, the clearest proof of flscher's 
total innocence. Kalkofen voluntarily confess- 
ed* not only that he was the murderer of Kugel- 
chen, but that he had likewise committed a si* 
milar crime, which had occurred some months be* 
fore, and the perpetrator of which had not hither- 
to been discovered. The miscreant was execttt*^ 
edy and the very same judges who had subject 
ed the unhappy Fischer to such a confinement, 
to extort a confession, now liberated him, clear- 
ed from every suspicion. As the natural con«* 
sequence of such durance in such an abode, he 
had to be carried from the prison to the hospital* 
He said, that he made his false confession, mere- 
ly to be released, even by hastening his execu** 
tion, from this pining torture which preys equal*^ 
ly on the body and the mind. This is the most 
frightful side of their criminal justice. It may 
be allowed, that there are. few instances of the 
innocent actually suffering on the scaffold 9 such 
examples ard rare in all countries; though it is 
clear that, in Germany, the guildess must often 
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owe his escape to accident, while the law has 
done every thing iti its power to coraienin him. 
But even of those who have at length been re^ 
cDgnieed as innoe^it, and restored to character 
and sodety, how many, like poor Fischer, have 
carried with than, ftotet their ptiscm, the seeds oS 
disease, which have ultimately conducted them t0 
the grave as certainly as the gibbet or the wheel ( 
The Estates of Saxony were sitting atDresden^ 
and part pf them came to a quarreLwith the gov- 
enlifienti the dvic provosts set themselves iii 
downright opposition to the anointed king, or,' 
at ie^t, to the anointed king^s ministers. The £s^ 
tates have as yet undergcme bo change ; they re« 
tain their antiquated :fonn, their old tediousness^ 
eaqpiensivene9Sy and inefficiency^-^a collection of 
cunrtly, nobles an^ beneficed clergymen^ or lay^ 
men enjojdng revenues that once belonged ttf 
clergymen^ cdled tog^er as old^ficslvkmed in^ 
stnoaents which the royal wisfaees must eonde^ 
scend tso use^ but can likewise command. The 
great mass of the populatioi^ exclusive of the 
aaistocracy,. can be said to have a voice only 
tfaraugk die few Tepseseixtatives of the towns, in 
die mode of whose el«ctiiKD» agaii]^ there is no^ 
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thing popular* It wtia they al<me, however, who 
showed a desire to question the ccnduct of the 
higher powers. They comphiined that their 
rights had been violated in the imposition of tax- 
es ; they called for the accounts of those branch* 
es of the administraticm for which extraordinary 
supplies were demanded ; whoi this was refused^ 
they requested permission to make their pro^ 
ceedings public, as a justification of themselves 
to the people. This, too, was refused, and they 
then addressed a remonstrance to the RUer-^ 
9chqftf or assembly of the nobility^ requesting 
that body to join them in making good their 
reascHiable demands. To all inquiries in Dipesden 
how the matter had gone on^ and what proceed^ 
ings the BiUersckctft had adopted, the universal 
and discouraging answer was, man tceiss nidb^ 
M nobody knows." 

In fact^ in a body so constituted^ there is al* 
ways one predominating and irresistible interest, 
that of the aristocracy. In numbers, and still 
more in influence, they form by far the greater 
part of those who are called to this assembly of 
indefinite powers, of advisers rather than con- 
trollers. This licence is, in every case, at the 
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disposal of the crown ; because, from the habits 
of society, and the want of all political independ- 
ence where there has never been a public poUti-» 
cal life, those who ostensibly hold it know jio 
higher rewai'd than the smiles of the crown. 
You would more easily prevail with them to vote 
away the money or personal security of the peo* 
pie without inquiry, than to run the risk of be- 
iilg excluded from the next court dinner. The 
defect, therefore, does not lie in the aristocracy 
possessing a powerful interest ; for every coun^ 
try which pretends to exclude them frcmi it is 
forcing its political society into unnatural forms, 
and can scarcely promise itself a stable or tran- 
quil political existence : it lies in their possessing 
this influence only in form, while it really be- 
longs to the executive, and still more, in their 
allowing no other class to have any influence at 
all. : 

"' Amid the feudal relations under which this 
form of government originated, and which alone 
could give it any justification, the nobility were 
really almost the only persons (exclusive: of the 
towns that acknowledged np sovereign but; the 
empire) who could be trusted, to any useful purf 



pose» with political power. The coniiectioii be-» 
tween them and the lower ranks was so nneqaal^ 
that any influence given to the latter only m-« 
creased the power of the former. A noble donld 
have used their votes just asrHrbitrarily in wrest- 
ing from a ne^hbonr the representation of a 
county, as he used their swords ia wresting from 
him a pretty daughter, or a score of black cattle* 
Out of their own body, no class pretended to 
any rights, because there were none which could 
be maintained against the brute force that had 
every where constituted the sword interpreter of 
public law. But this exdusive influence was 
likewise a very effective one against the monarch. 
Those very feudal relations which enabled them 
•to abuse every body else, enabled them likewise 
to prevent the monarch from abu^ng any body 
witbeiit their permissictti. If even the head of 
the Holy Roman Empire called them around him 
to piinish a. disobedient count, or an impertinent 
provost, they took their own way,- and followed 
their own likii^, in the quarrel. The ^my of 
the empire was half aaa^nbled, made half a camt 
pa^ tQd6iH)lhing«t all, and, in the course of 
centuries, down to the Seven Years' War, when 
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the phantom for the last time took a bodily 
form^ fully juiced the ridicule attached to the 
very name of the Mekhs^xecutiowhormee. But 
it is long since 9II the relations of society were 
totally changed in both respects. The excluded 
classes have become more proper depositariiis c^a 
cdrtain portion of political influence; still earlier, 
the excluding classes had become altogether un- 
fit to monopolize an influence intended to check 
the monarch, because they had degenerated into 
a body of courtly retainers, dependent on that 
very monarch, commanded by him to ratify his 
pleasure, requested perhaps to advise^ and, if 
they disapproved, destitute of every instrument 
to make tfaeirdisapprqbation efficient. They were 
powerful men, and, in opposing the monarch, 
were on many occai^ions useful men, so long as 
they had swords in their hands, and vassals at 
their backs ; but they are worthless as a legisla- 
tive body, now that then* only weapon is the 
grey goose quill in the hand of their clerk,* Pub- 

* So accurately do the people judge of the uttUtj of 
such a body, that it has become a vulgar, indeed, but yet 

a true^ because a proverbial distich : 
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lie opioSon could alone give them force ; bat that 
^19 a weapon which they do not venture to use, 
for they know that, if once drawn, it would pro- 
bably attack the forms which make them, though 
only in name, the exclusive organs of public sen- 
timent on the public administration. 
• Thus the predominating influence of the aris- 
tocracy, though annihilated as to its power of 
doing good, still exists as to its power of exclud- 
ing all other classes which have gradually risen 
•to be worthy of a more efficient voice ; the old 
forms were cut only to oligarchical shapes, and 
are still the uniform of the only constitutional 
le^slators. The system is bad in theory, be- 
cause it is at once exclusive and inefficient ; in 
practice, it is not productive of real oppression, 
because, from the personal character of the mo- 
narch, .he is as anxious to promote the happiness 
of his kingdom as of his own family. But in 



Das was ein Landtag ist schliesst sicli in diesem Reim ; 
Versaromelt euch, sch&ift geld^ und packt euch wieder 
hein?. 

Tlie picture of our parliament is in these simple riiymes; 
Assemble^ give us money, and get home again betimes. 

1 



THE aOV£KNMENT. SIS 

Saxony, as in every other German state which 
has admitted no modification of the old princi- 
ple, a king with a less estimable heart, and no 
better a head, than the present sovereign, could 
do infinite mischief, and there would be no re- 
cognized power in the state which could legally 
and effectually set itself in t)ie breach. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THURINGI A— CA8SEL. 

IfiUmer ▼enorgten das brifllende VIA, und die Pferd* an den 

Wagen; 
Wttsclie trockneten emaig auf alien Hecken die Wdber ; 
Und es erglHitcnr die Kinder sicfa platschernd im Waseer des- 

Baches. 

Cfme. 

Retracing Thuringis from Weimar t(K 
wards the capital of Westphalia, Erfiirth^ about 
twelve miles from the former, presents its ram- 
parts and cannon. It is only as a fortress, form- 
ing tiie key between Saxony and Franconia, that 
it is now of any importance ; and the lounging 
Prussian military are the most frequent objects 
in its deserted streets* The sixty thousand in^ 



SRVUEVH. 315 

.liabitiaiit&whoiait& trade aad maoufacturea m4in- 
tained, down to the end of the sixteenth century, 
have diminished to less than one-third of the 
number. Erfurth sunk as Leipzig rose. The 
last scene of splendour that enlivened it, was the 
congress of so many crowned heads round Napo- 
leon in 1807. Bonaparte, liiough he rarely in- 
dited in the mere pleasures of royalty, had a 
troop of French actors with him, and both here 
and at Weimar, he ordered Voltaire's death of 
Cassar to be given, a strange choice for such a 
man. During the congress of . Aix-la-Chapelle, 
the wife of a northern minister refused to go to 
the theatre, because << cette jnece liberale," Wil- 
liam Tell, was to be performed* 

The Augustine monastery, in which the young 
Luther first put on the cowl of the hierarchy 
which he was to shake to its foundations, and 
strove to lull widi^ his flute the impatient long- 
ings of a spirit that was to set Europe in flames, 
has been converted to the purposes of an or- 
phan asylum : btit the cell of the Reformer has 
been religiously preserved, as the earliest me- 
morial of the jpreatest ma^ of modem times. 
The gallery on which it opens is adorned with 



316 XRFURTH. 

a Dance of Death,* and oyer the door is die iiip- 
scription, 

CeUiil% diviDo magnoque habitala Luthero, 

SalTe, fix taoto cellula digna vm) ! 
Digntif erat qui rq^m splendida tecta tubiret, 

Te dedigoattif non tancn ille fidt. 

The cell is small and simple, and must have 
been a freezing study. Besides his portrait h 



* The reader probably knows, that such a Dance of 
Death is § series of paintings representing Death leading 
off to the other world men of all ranks, from the monarch 
to the beggar, and of all profesuons and characters, priesto 
and coquettes, soldiers and philosophers, musicians and 
doctors, &C, &c. They were generally painted, either in 
church-yards, as in the cemetery of the Neustadt in Dres- 
den, to teach the general doctrine of human mortality, or 
in churches and convents, to commemorate the ravages of 
a pestilence. Of the latter kind was the celebrated Dance 
,of Death at Bale, painted on the occasion of the plague 
which raged while the Council was sitting. It no longer 
exists, except in engravings. It has commonly been attri^ 
buted to Holbein ; but, of late years, this has been ques- 
tioned, and attempts have been made to prove, from par- 
ticuhur figures and dresses, that it was painted at least 
sixty years before Holbdn was born, and probably by 
Glauber, whose name appears onone of the figures. 
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kung a. German exposition of the text, ^[ Deatb 
. is swallowed up in victory," in his own handwrit> 
ing, aad written in the form in which old books 
often terminate, an inverted pjnramid. There is 
a copy of his Bible so ftdl of very good illumi- ] 
nations, that it might be called a Bible with 
plates. The wooden boards are covered with in- 
genious carving and gilding,, and studded with 
pieces of coloured glass, to imitate the precious 
stones which so frequently adorn . the. manu- 
scripts of the church. . It is said to have been the 
^ork of a hermit of the sixteenth century, who 
thus employed his leisure hours to do honour to 
Luther ; yet Protestant hermits are seldom to be 
met with. 

: Wherever monks nestled, nuns were never 
awanting. Though the Prussian government 
ejected both, when compelled by its necessities 
to convert church property to the use of the 
state, a few samples were retained, not out of re- 
gard to the religious objects of the institution, 
but from views of public utility as to education. 
The Abbess of the Ursuline convent in Erfurth 
very afiably receives the world, though she never 
comes into it The convent machinery is entire. 



WheU 70U knooUy ft kajr » sent out Ifjt a tomb- 
ing box, and the key admits you aa fiur a& 
the parloHv gi»Ce» TI16 grate, however, is mx 
loi^[er the nepkm nUm of the profine sex. A 
withered dame, whose consecrated ichanns can: 
bear with perfect impmiity the gazer of wooddljr 
e jes, adaiits the visitor to the presence c£ the 
Abbess in the parlour, a spadoos, but en^i^^. 
bare, and eoadlartless room. The Abbess appear^ 
ed to be about sixty f during twcnty^two years o£ 
which dbe had never crossed tJie tbr^bold of her 
convent. She was exti%mely active and oUi^ng^ 
without any taint of the ascetic or ailectedfy de^' 
mure. She i^ke wfflinglyv ag was natural,^ of 
the happiness and tranquillity of her spiritual fiu 
mily, and, with tears in her eyes,' of the late 
Queen of Prussia, who had salved them. A black 
gown, like a sack, any thii^ but fashioned to dis-» 
play tkeshap^ deiscfnded from the sfabatdigrs tcf 
the toes in one nntarying diameter* A thick 
white bandage wrapped vip the neck to th^ very 
chin, and was joined bdow to a broad tqipet of 
the same colour, which entirely: covered the 
shouldem ttnd brfiast* The ejpebvo^s peqied 
&rth firamlMiidcl& ailotfaer whiitt'bandage,' whtdi 



envelopi^ the )^tow^ <^ov6red ^e hAVr, and was 
jpinfM^ hfiimi tQ tl^ ample black yeij^ wMck the 
Ablbess hadr poUtely tlM'own \wk* The whole 
4resa consist (^ Cpariie pl^ bJacH and white^ 
without a tittle of om«me]9^t either in gof)^ q^ bad 
tastte. 

On the parlour tabk l^y |t m^nbeir of wprk* 
bags, pin-cases, pin^cwifaiQi^ and. ^ippdja^ tri^s, 
^ manufacture of which employs th^ leisure 
hours of the brides, pf heavf iv It is expected 
that the visitor shall m^ke a purchase ; and he 
does it the more willing^ \a this ca^e, beci^^se 
tthe convQQt, though not i^t aU wealthy, educates 
gratuitously a number pf poor fen^p children. 
No better way could have beeQ devised of eni-; 
ploying the time whlpli? ip spite of devotipii, 
muit hang heavy on the hand^ of a. muL . << Pray 
without ceasing," i8> di^eult injuQCtipn, evpii 
for youug ladies. It was this ^w of public adr 
vantage alcme which, on the intercession <^ the 
late queen, saved the eonvent from ^bpUtic^ 
The nun was allowed to separate herself frpin 
the worldt bi|t only to perform the duties of s^ 
mother. 
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' The churchy with its images and omamentSy 
displayed, as might be expected| a huge profu- 
sion of millinery, in the very worst style of satin 
and gilding. The images, and, above all, those 
of the Virgin, on whose adornment her virgin 
devotees had bestowed all their simple skill and 
pious industry, were horrible. 

It is even allowed to visit the cells, the Ab- 
bess having previously taken care to remove the 
inhabitants. The cell was about ten feet long, 
by six bfoad. Though the weather was still 
extremely cold, there was neither stove nor fire- 
place ; and the only window looked out upon a 
small inner court, which, in summer, is a gar- 
den. In one comer stood a low bed, with 
coarse, but clean green curtains, so narrow, that 
eveii a nun must lie very quiet to lie comfort- 
ably. A few religious daubings misadomed the 
walls ; on a small table lay a few religious books, 
and beside them stood a glass case containing a 
waxen figure of a human body in the most re- 
.volting state of corruption, covered and girt 
round by its crawling and loathsome destroyers. 
This was the furniture of the nun's cell ; every 
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thmg simple and serious— ^nothing but the light 
of Heaven to put her in mind of the world which 
she had quitted. 

In some particulars, the rigour of the strict 
monastic rule has been relaxed. The nuns are 
allowed to converse alone with their friends at 
the parlour grate ; formerly it was necessary 
that two sisters should be present. But the law 
of absolute seclusion is unrelentingly maintain- 
ed ; the nun, having once taken the veil, never 
again crosses the threshold of the convent. It 
is right it should be so, if a convent is to exist at 
all. The moment this rule is relaxed^ a nunnery 
becomes merely a boarding-house, and one of a 
very questionable kind.. At the same time, it 
is more than doubtfiil, whether the Prussian 
government would visit a runaway nun with 
any punishment,, or compel her to return to .her 
religious confinement. The days in which pretty 
girls were built up in stone walls for. preferring 
a corporeal to a spiritual bridegroom are over, 
and the truant damsel would probably be left to 
the chastisement of her own. conscience*.. The 
noviciate is two. years, and^ durmg. the preced- 
ing two years, five young ladies had taken the 
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ittU. The pemiissum of the gdyenimeiit is 
okMAry I fior, without ithe voyal saoction^ no wc^^ 
man dare marry herself to Heaven. The pre* 
dileetioafor such matches, however, is rapidly 
disappearing. The number, of 'sisters in this 
convent is seventeen. At the accession of ilie 
present Abbess they were fi%HBix. They had 
died out, . most of them, she said,, in a good old 
age, and candidates had not come fisrward in 
sufficient numbers to replace them. 

Citcumstances prevented ine from indulging- 
in knore then a hasty glance at Gotha, aiiodiar 
small capital of a small stale. It has more the 
air of a town than Weimar, but has: not nsore 
of the busde of life, and £ur less of its pleasunes 
and degant enjoyments Gkitha has not main^ 
tained the iiterary character which it had begun 
to acquire under Ernest IL . Himself a man of 
science, he drew men of science to his court, 
and all puUac institutions connected with learh^ 
ing flourished beneath his liberality. His suc- 
oessdr, the late Duke^ who died ia 1822^ was of 
retired and eoeentrie habits, bordering occosiaii- 
ally on the hypochondrifHX Though aUowed 
not to be without taknt^ and ^supposed to have 
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eren written romanceSf he sou^t hia eiijoymeaU 
•hieflyiii music Mtty people would not re<^<* 
<m the want of a thf»lare a misfortune in a town; 
but) in a small Gei^nna capital^ where the court 
affe€l$ noporade^ anApa^roiuzes jio other mode 
of amusement^ nothing oould he a surer sign of 
, its Tn^honian qualities. The Gptfas occasion* 
ally pack themsdres into coadbes^ and m^ce a 
journey of forty miles, even in the depth of wJur 
per^ to hear an opera in Weiman 

Eisenach is the most wealthy and populous 
town in the duchy of Weimar, and sends a whole 
member to pariiwuent^ With apc^dbtion not 
exceeding ten thousand mbabitants^ it was reck* 
OBcdy till wkhin these few years, among the 
most flourishing of the manufacturing towns so 
frequent between Leipadg ^md Frankfort Se- 
duced by the protectAon which the Contiiiental 
System seemed to promise, its capilaUsts forsook 
the manufactune of wool for that of cottom 
They had juat advanced &r enough to entertain 
sanguine hopes of ultimately succeeding, when 
the unexpepfeed changes in political rdailaons 
again opened the .German markets to En^iand^ 
smd their cotton maaufactures were blighted. 
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One of the most ingenious and perseveiing 
among their ciq^italists tdd me, that, daring the 
former period, he had employed nearly four 
hundred persms in spinning cotton, — ^a large 
scale for an establishment in a small- Saxon 
town. He attempted in vain to struggle on af- 
ter the peace, found it necessary to follow the 
example of others, dismiss the greater part of 
' his workmen, return with the rest to wool, ad* 
here to the commercial congress of Darmstadt, 
and cry loudly for prohibitory duties against 
England. 

The ruins of* the Wartburg, an ancient resi^ 
dence of the Electors of Saxony, hang majesti- 
cally above the town on a wooded eminence, 
overiooking the most beautiful portbn of the 
Thuringian forest Ic was here that the Elector 
of Saxony did Luther the friendly turn of detain- 
ing him ostensibly as a prisoner, to secure him 
against the hostility of the church, whom his 
boldness before the diet at Wormis had doubly 
incensed; and, among the few apartments still 
maintained in some sort of repair, is that in 
which the Reformer lightened the tedium of bis 
durance, by completing his . translation of the 
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Bible. In the pious work he was often inter*- 
rupted by the Devil, who viewed its progress 
with dismay, but who could not have been treat- 
ed with greater contempt by St Bunstan himself 
than by the Reformer. Having appeared in 
vain, not only in his own infernal personality, 
but under the more seducing forms of indolence, 
lukewaminess, and love of worldly grandeur, he 
at length assumed the shape of a large blue fly. 
But Luther knew Satan in all his disguises, re- 
'buked him manfully, and at length, losing all 
patience as the concealed devil still buzzed 
round his pen, started up, and exclaiming, WUbi 
du dtmn nicht ruhig bktben ! * hurled his huge 
ink bottle at the prince of darkness. The dia- 
bolical intruder disappeared, and the ink, scat- 
tered on the wall, remains, until this day, a visi- 
ble proof of the great Reformer's invulnerability 
to all attacks of the evil one. The people, no 
less superstitious, in their own way, than the 
devotees of the opposing church, look with hor- 
ror on the sceptics who find in the story merely 
the very credible fact, that the honest Reformer, 

• Wilt thou not be quiet ! 



who by no means posisested the placidity of imcle 
Toby, had loat his temper at the boeaung of an 
importunate fly. Werner, who, notwithstand^ 
ing the frequent mysticism of his theology, and 
the irregularity of his fancy, has ddineated Lu« 
ther, in the Weilk dor Kre^ wiik move force 
(hair toy other German poet, represents him as 
so flcthausted and abstracted from the world, 
after int^ise study, that for a while be does not 
know his own father and mother* 

On entering, from Saxony, the ELeciorate of 
Hesse Cassel, both nature and man present a 
diffisrent appearance* There is mone of the Cb* 
rest i the country is a heap of modieorately ele- 
vated ridges, stretching across esdi other in 
every variety df form and direction, and [nnnci* 
pally covered with beech wood^^ All th« cold* 
vation lies in the narrow vaUies which ran be- 
twe^i them, occasionally climbing the slope a 
short way,, and encroaching on the forest just lar 
enough to shdw how much may still be gained^ 
Fromthar position and confined exteni;, the 
vaUies aa^ exposed, in dus climate, to excessive 
moi&ture; and, to judge from the appearance 
of the fields .after a day's mo4esate rain, the 
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peasantiy (cXIqw a very imperfect, or a very hi« 
doledt system of draining. Many fields were un^ 
der water, and yet rivulets close by^Mnto. whieh 
it might easily have been carried o^* Satisfied 
with having one mode of doing a thing/ however 
imperfect ot inconvenient it may be,, tibey. never 
Ibink of looking about for a better* 
r With dapital, and without institutioiis that de<- 
press agricidture, an immense addition might be 
made to the productiveness of this part of Hesse^ 
hodk in improving what is already cultivated, 
and. in gaining what the Thiiringian forest stitt 
vetains; fibr by &r the greater part of these 
ridges might be successfully cidtivated to the 
very summit* A portion of wood must always 
be retained fi)r fiiel. Though coal is by no 
means rare, the Hessians, like all other <3ermanfi, 
have Strang prejudices against using it. Thetr 
coal, they say, has so much sulphur in it, that it 
{Mroduces tei intolerably offensive smdU. The 
yery sune objection is made at Dresden to the 
coal worked in the vidnity of Tharamt, soA at 
Vieniia to the coals of GBd^abcurg; and, every 
whece, the fossil is lefb to those to whose pover- 
ty its cheapness, in comparison with wood, is an 
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important consideration. ^ Nothing but the scar- 
city and consequent rise in the price of wood will 
force a market for coals. In Saxony this e£fect 
is beginning to be felt already. 

The Westphalian peasantry, like all their 
neighbours,, are chiefly hereditary tenants, and 
you will find men among them who boast of 
being able to prove, that they still cultivate the 
same farms on which their ancestors lived before 
Charlemagne ccHiquered the descendants of Herr- 
man, or, for any thing they know, before Herr- 
man himself, drawing his hordes from these very 
valfiies, annihilated the legions of Varus. They 
do not retain a single regret for .the kingdom' of 
Westphalia, nor have they any reascm to do so. 
It was the unsparing dominationof a foreigner; 
it was a period of extravagant expenditure for 
purposes of foreign policy or private profligacy; 
and, at every turn, the new forms of the French 
adn^inistration were rubbing against some old 
affection or rooted habit. Napoleon could not 
bribe them to any amicable feeling towards him, 
even by pretending to annihilate any cramping 
feudal relations which might still exist between 
them and their landlords. They felt that they 
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were more impoverished than ever, by a power 
which had no claim to impoverish them at all, 
and that they were treated as foreigners in their 
own country. They could neither endure French 
insolence, nor reckon in French money ; << but 
now," say they, " we know- again where we are." 
In body they are a stouter made race of men 
than the Saxons, with broader visages and more 
florid complexions ; but they have likewise a 
more stolid expression. They retain very gener- 
ally the old costume^ tight pantaloons, a loose 
short jacket, commonly of blue cloth, and a vefy 
low crowned hat with an immense breadth of 
brim, from beneath which they allow their shag* 
gy locks to grow unshorn, not neatly plaited, as 
among the young men of some of the Swiss Can- 
tons, but seeking their own tangled way over 
the shoulders and down the back, after the fa- 
shion of the students. The students, again, cite 
the Westphalian peasantry to prove, that the 
Germans who fought against Varus undoubted- 
ly wore long hair ; and thence conclude, that a 
'barber's scissars must be as fatal to the spirit of 
German independence, as Dalilah's were to the 
strength of Sampson. 



The village^ ^ave mi^h xaote of the Baviffian 
than of the Sa^oa qhar^cter, anddlisplayf. ei^t^^r 
nally at l^ast, the ut»np9t squalor. The only ton 
lerable dwelling is gf^erally that of the post^mA^-. 
ter ; the others 4re wopden hovels,. darl^:, sm<^^ 
patchy an4. iruinous. The crowds of beggii^ 
children thi^t surround you at every stage, (an 
iix^rtun^cy to which you a^^ sddom esq^ofse^ 
in other parts pf Germany,) prove that there 
a^iist be pc^erty as well a^. slovenliiiess. Of the. 
latter there is abundance in every thing. £veA 
Ih^ littld wiffitry i^urcK and its simple cone- 
tery, which the poorest peasantry (jommonly love 
to keep neat and clean^ follow the general rule^ 
that it is enough if a thing barely serve its pur^ 
pose. At Hoheneicben, the church was a misera-; 
ble tottering heap of broken watls^ where inony 
a man would not willingly lodge his hort^ ; and» 
in the church-yard, while the tomb-stones glar- 
ed in all colours of the rainbow, bristled ^tb 
cherubs Uke Bologna sausagea, and seraphim 
sinking beneath the load of their own emboiH. 
point, neglected gooseberry bushes, hei^s of 
strawy and piles of winter fue]« were mingled 
with the new-made graves* . 
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Cassel stands partly 9I tke bottjcmi^ partly <m 
the steep ascent, and pgrdy on tb^ tsunnnilf of an. 
^xdnence washed by thQ Foldatv No two parts 
of a city can be iin^e distinct m eKtersal charac- 
ter than the lower and upper towQs. The for- 
ner is huddled tc^ther on the riyeif, li;t the bot« 
torn of the hill; its slareets are narro^wv dark, and 
confused The houses consist mostly of a firi^ne 
of wood-work, in which the beams cross each 
other, leaving numerous and irregular imtelr^ 
stices; these interstices are then built iq) with 
stone or brick. Every floor proJects't)ter- tiie 
ittferior one, so that the house lis broader at 
top than at bottom : and some narrow lanes are 
thus, in a manner, arched over, to the utter ex* 
elusion of light and air. The upper town, again^ 
originally begun by French refugees, who 
brought their arts and industry to Cassd on the 
retocation of the edict of K^ntz, b light,, airy, 
And- elegi^t, from its style of building as wdl as 
from its site. The electoral palace occupies 
great part of a street, or rather of a delightful 
lerrace^ which runs along the brow of the hill, 
looking: down on the Augarien, the combined 
Kensington and Hyde Park of Cassel, andiar 
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and wide over the hills and vallies of Thnrin^iay 
and the windings of the Fulda. Squares like 
those of Cassel are rare things in the secondary 
German capitals. The Museum, a majestic Ionic 
building! forms nearly one side of the Friderichs- 
ptatZj and is its principal ornament, while its 
great^t defect is a statue of the Elector Fred- 
erick, who built the museum, and gave his name 
to the square, standing on legs like the bodies 
of his own hogs. When the French threw down 
the statue, in furtherance of their plan to remove 
rTciy uiing which miglit recal. the. memory of the 
expelled family, whose crown was given, to the 
puppet Jerome, they had the impudence to make 
this want of taste in the sculptor a pretext fdjr 
their mischievous violence. The faithful Hes^ 
sians contrived to preserve the old Elector, and 
on their liberation, restored him to the pedestal 
in his original corpulence of calf. The KSnig9- 
pUxtz is the finest square in Germany, if that 
may be called a square which is oval. It is the 
point of union between the Lower and Upper 
towns; and the six streets which run off from it, 
at equal distances in its circumference, produce 
a very marked echo. The sounds uttered byi 
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person standing in the centre are distinctly rer 
peatedsix times. The French erected a statue of 
Napoleon in the centre ; the Hessians observed 
that their favourite echo immediately became 
dumb» and will not believe that a statue of their 
own Elector would have equally injured the re- 
verberation, by displacing the point of utterance 
from the exact centre. As the Allies advanced, 
first the nose disappeared from the French £m- 
perjor, then an arm, then he was hurled down al- 
together, a lamp-post was set up in his place, and 
the echo again opened its mouth. 

Cassel contains only about twenty thousand 
inhabitants, exclusive of the military, who are 
over numerous, but have been the source, if not 
of respectability and safety to the country, yet 
«of millions to the electoral treasury. The popu- 
lation is said to have been nearly one-half great- 
er under Jerome. This is easily credible, but 
is just the reverse of any proof of prosperity. 
Cassel was then the capital of a much more ex- 
tensive kingdom than the proper electorate; a 
greater number of public functionaries, and jr 
greater military establishment, were maintained. 
Bound the gay, dissolute, and extravagant court 
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of Wesq^halia, crowded a host <^ rapacioiss fiv 
reigners and idk hangeirs-oii, who were unknown 
under the hotnely, nay, the parsimonioas admi- 
nistration of the expelled Elector. Biit such 
classes only fill the streets of ^capital at the ex- 
pense of the morals and prosperity of the coiinr- 
try, and no where were both these consequences 
more sererely felt than in Hesse. Notwithstand-- 
ing the bustle and splendour which Jerome cre- 
ated amongst them, the Hessians, though a^ 
fond of these things as other people, do most 
cordially detest him and his whole crew of cor- 
rupters and squanderers. Jerome perhaps did 
not wish to do mischief for its own ^ake ; few 
miscreants do ; he would have hlid no objectioa 
that every man and iitroman iii his kingdom 
should have been as idle, and worthless, and dis- 
solute as himself; but he laboured under sudi 
a want of head, such a horror of business, atid- 
such a devotion to grovelling pl^asur^, that it 
was only by mistake he could stuhible cm any 
thing good. He was, in fact, a good natured, 
isiUy," unprincipled voluptuary, whose only wish 
was to enjoy the sensual pleasures of royalty, 
'Without submitting to its toils, but at the sdme 
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time, without any natural inclination to e^tercise 
its rigours. His prolate expenditure was as 
pernicious to the country as the war itself; on 
this score he was doomed to read many a scold- 
ing episile, and some threatening ones, from Na^ 
poleon ; but, without the enjoyments in lehich 
profligacy delights, Jerome could not have eon* 
ceived what royalty was good for. The man did 
not even give himself the trouble to learn the 
language of his kingdom. People feared and 
cursed his brother, but they opeiily despised and 
laughed at him. When, on his flight, he car- 
ried off what he could from the public treasury, 
they were diunde^striick, not at the meaniiess of 
the thihg, but at the possibility of King Jerome 
possedsihg so miich forethought. 

The capital wks in mourning far the late 
Elector. The mourning c^isisted in the theatre 
being shut, and in people expressing their hopes 
that the son would now spend Hke a prince what 
the father had amassed like a misen The late 
Elector went regularly to church, was no habit- 
ual drunkard or profane swearer, and left be- 
hind him, according to the universal voice, at 
least fof ty illegitimate children, and as many 



SS6 camkIh 

miUk»8 of rix-dollaFs. In comparison with the 
wants of. the Elector of Hesse, he was the 
wealthiest prince in Europe. The. foundation 
of the treasure had been laid by his fiither, who 
hired out his troops to England for the Ameri« 
can war, the least honourable of all ways in 
which a prince can fill his pockets. He himself 
added to the inheritance by what his friends call 
frugality, and the great body of the people nig- 
gardliness. He turned his accumulating ciqpital 
to good account with the avidity of a stockjob* 
ber, and was a most successful money lender* 
No sort of extravagance marked his court or his 
personal habits. If he gave his mistresses titles^ 
these cost nothing ; if he gave them fortuiies, it 
was always soberly. Such things, moreover, are 
too much matters of cotirse in Germany to ex- 
cite either notice or dissatisfaction ; and even in 
this department, his subjects justly found him 
moderate, when compared with the royal lust* 
ling from France. His favourite, the Countess 
of H ^n, enjoys the reputation of having oft- 
en seduced him into acts of liberality towards 
others, at which, but for her, he otherwise would 

have shuddered. The young Elector, who has. 

1 1 
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now succeeded, was put upon an allowance 
which would have proved insufficient for a prince 
much more accustomed to controul his passions ; 
he therefore got into debt, and it has happened, 
it is averred, that the very money borrowed 
from the father at four per cent, has been lent 
to the son at thirty. The Elector, on the ap- 
proach of the evil day which drove him from 
his estates, providently placed his riches beyond 
the usurper's reach. During his exile, savings 
were made even on the interest, in his frugal 
household at Prague. On his restoration, he 
returned to the old course ; no act; of liberality 
diminished the sum of his treasures, and no re- 
laxation of the burdens which press down this 
impoverished country dried up any of the 
sources of his gain. He immediately seized all 
the domains which Jbad been sold imder Jerome, 
and refused, till his dying day, to repay the 
purchasers a single farthing of the price. * I 



* The'simple ground on which he proceeded was this : 

Jerome was only an armed robber ; the sales which he 

made of my domains were null, for he had no right to 

make them ; and you, the purchasers on a bad title, may 

VOL. I. p 
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was struck with the freedom of a Hessian clergy* 
man* in a funeral sermon on the Elector's death. 
Having painted his mmts, such as they were^ 
he said : <^ But truth foibids me to go fiuther, 
<^ and wheire so much was excellent, one fiuling 

Mng your aetion agsiiitt him for restitution of the prioe, 
as you best can. The Bjogdon of Wettpbafia* and the 
purchaierBy was reeognized by the treaty of UlsSt. Yes, 
answered the Elector, by Austria, Russia^ and Prussia, 
but not by me. It is only from these powers, argued the 
purchasers, that your Highness again received your es- 
tates, and the treaty of Paris expressly provides that, in ail 
restored and ceded countries the ci^ens shdl fetaiii un- 
dbturbed possesnon of whatever property they may bate 
acquired under the late governments. Very likdy, repli- 
ed the Elector, but I was no party to that treaty^ and other 
people had no right to dispose, in any way, of my property. 
The purchasers applied for justice to the Diet, and their 
comphunt was favourably listened to; Wangenheim, Uie 
envoy of Wirtemb^rg, was ordered to imresiigiitt, and i»> 
port upon, their claims. In the mean tlmcj the Elector 
died, and his successor seemed disposed to be more liberal. 
At least, as the day appointed for receiving the report ap- 
proached^ the purchasers prayed, the Diet to delay pro- 
ceeding, as the cabinet of Cassel had given them assurances 
which promised an amicable termination of the dispute. 
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<< may be conceded, and must not be concealed. 
<^ One virtue) oiie mosi fair and Christian vir- 
'* tue, wa$ awantang. Had there but been mcnre 
" generosity and liberality, every eye in his do* 
<^ minions would have wept <»i the grave of 
<< William I," The sermon was not only preach- 
ed, but likewise printed. 

Still, though stained with the most unprincely 
of all failings, he must have possessed redeem- 
ing qualities, for his people were attached to him. 
He was affiible in the extreme ; the meanest of 
his subjects might approach him without un- 
easiness^ if his object was not to ask money ; and 
he was strictly just, in so far as a prince so fond 
of pren^tive could be just. Above all, his go- 
vonment was to his subjects <me of beneficence, 
coming after the public oppression and private 
degradation of the kingdom of Westphalia; 
seven years of disgraceful and useless extrava- 
gance had taug^ then to r^ard even his par- 
simony with indulgenee. When he returned, 
Coflsd voluntarily poured out her citizens to 
welcome him; thousands crowded from the re- 
moteat comers of the land to hail him on the 
frontiers; the peasants) in the extravagimce of 
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their joyf literally led on the cavalcade in somer^ 
sets, and, on the shoulders of his subjects, the 
old man was carried in tears into the capital of 
his fathers. 

In Cassel, it is as much a matter of course to 
visit the Electoral residence, WUhdmshohe^ as it 
is in Paris to go to Versailles. It stands on the 
eastern slope of a wooded eminence, about two 
miles to the westward of the town. Earlier 
princes had chosen the site and begun the work, 
but the late Elector was more industrious than 
them all; for, next to making money and getting 
children, his greatest pleasure was to build pa- 
laces. The main body of the palace is oval, pre- 
senting a long, lofly, simple front, without any 
ornament, except an Ionic portico in the centre. 
The wings are entirely faced with the same or- 
der, but the low range of arches which connects 
them with the principal building offends the eye 
grievously. The main front itself is too poor ; 
the portico, projecting from the bare walls, is 
good in itself but ought to be in better com- 
pany. Simplicity is an excellent thing, but on- 
ly in its proper place, and within proper bounds. 
It is incongruous that the huge pile of the prin- 
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cipal building shoold stand so utterly mean and 
unfinished-looking, while the attendant wings 
are loaded with Ionic pillars. Even large masses 
of surface, generally imposing things in architec- 
ture, are npt gained, fpr the front is frittered down 
by the rows of small windows. . Who suggested 
the barbarous ideit of emblazoning the name of 
the building on the frieze of the portico ? Je- 
rome changed it into Napokomhohe. 

The well-wooded hill behind is crowned by a 
turretted building, which takes its name from a 
colossal statue of Hercules that, surmounts it. 
The hollow iron statue is so capacious, that I 
know not how many persons are said to be able 
to stand comfortably in his calf, dine in his bel- 
ly, and take their wine in his head. At his feet 
begin the waterworks which form the great at- 
traction of Wilhelmshiihe, and have rendered it 
the Versailles of Germany. The streams are 
collected from the hill within the buildinjg itself 
commence their artificiah course, by playing an 
organ, rush down the hill over a long flight of 
broad steps, pour themselves into a capacious 
basin, issue from it again in various channels, 
and form, still hastening downwards, a humber 
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of smftll cascades. At length tfaey flow aio&g a 
ruined aqueduct, take all at once a leap of moK 
than a hundred feet from its extremity, wh^re it 
terminates on the brifik of a precipice, into a 
small artificial lake, from whose centre they are 
finally thrown up to thie height of a hundred and 
thirty feet in a magnificent jet. Thet« is much 
taste and ingenuity in many of th^ detaib ; 
but, to enjoy the full effect, one ought to see 
them only in the moment of their full operation. 
He ought neither to see the dry channels, the 
empty aqueducts, the plastered precipiees^ tlie 
chiselled rocks, and the miniature imitationa of 
columnar basalt, nor witness any of the vdrious 
notes of preparation, the shutting of vahres, and 
turning of cocks — for all these things injure the 
illusion. 

Though Jerome inhabited the palace, and 
even built a theatre, in which his own box, where 
he could see without being seen, is fitted up with 
the most useless voluptuousness, and never fails 
to suggest many degrading storiesof the effemi- 
nate debauchee, the French did a great deal of 
mischief in the grounds. From mere wanton in- 
solence, they broke down many parts of the stone 
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ledge which ran along the aqueduct internally, 
as well as the iron railing that guarded it with* 
out, and displaced from the grottc^s various wa* 
ter deities and piles of fishes. The latter, how- 
ever, do not seem to have deserved any mercy, if 
we may judge from one in which a base of' tor- 
toises and lobsters supports a pyramid of cod- 
fish, dolphins, and, it may be, whales, coarsely 
cut in coarse stone. 

The Marble Bath, and other edifices of Land- 
grave Charles, are in a much more complicated 
and ostentatious style than that which was after- 
wards introduced in the Museum, and transfer- 
red to Wilhelmshohe. The Marble Bath, though 
it really contains a bath, was merely a pretext for 
spending money and marble. It is filled with 
statues, and the walls, where they are not coat- 
ed with party-coloured marbles, are covered with 
reliefs as large as life. All the sculptures are 
works of Monnot, a wholesale artist of the ear- 
lier part of the last century. He had studied 
and long worked in Rome, and practice had 
given him the art of cutting marble into human 
shapes ; but he wanted invention, no less than 
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elevation and purity of taste. , Hjs forms have 
neither dignity npr grace. They cannot be ^d 
altogether to want expression ; Daphne.and Aire- 
thusa, pursued by Apollo and Alpheus, look 
just like ladies in a great fright; and Ca{i«ta 
hangs her head like a girl doing penance ; but 
the expression is common, not to say vulgar. 
The gross caricature of the Dutch painters is in 
its place in an alehouse, but is intolerable in a 
classical group of sculpture. Yet the faUen Ca- 
lista is sculptured in all the grossness of her 
shame; one of the attendant nymphs presses her 
finger firmly on the ocular proof of the lair one's 
firailty, and looks at Diana with a waggish vul- 
garity, which the pure and ofiended goddess 
assuredly would not have tolerated on so delicate 
an occasion. 

The Electoral gallery of pictures contains muiy 
valuable paintings; but I can say nothing about 
them, for both ti^es that I endeavoured to.si^e 
them, the Herr Itufpedor was engaged at courts 
although, on the second occasion, he had: himself 
fixed the hour. To be surej^ if a inan is^called 
to court, he must go ; but it must be a very 
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thoughtless coutt which allows the visiting of a 
public gallery to depend on tlie incidentol occu- 
pations of a keeper. It ought either to be com- 
mitted to a person who shall have no other occu- 
pation, or, if enough of money cannot be spared 
from other pleasures to ^ve such a person a 
suitable recompence, let, at least, a fixed portion 
of his time be dediclited to this purpo^. More- 
over, he is paid in reality by a heavy douceur 
levied on the ciurious. The Elector, that his 
museums and galleries, his gardens and water- 
falls, might be. cheaply kept, intrusted them to 
persons always numerous, and authorised them 
to tax the visitors. In the north of Germany 
you often have the satisfaction of seeing the palm 
<>f a councillor of state {Ht^'raih J extended for 
his half guinea. One has not much reason to 
grumble at this, so long as it does not rise to ex- 
tortion, though it is meanness when compared 
with the liberality of the Italian capites, or even 
of Dresden and Vienna ; but it is vexatious that 
his gratification should be impeded because a [ 
public olBficer is allowed or ordered to attend to 
something else than his proper duty. 
All the pictures in the Catholic church are 
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from th^ pencil of TMcbbeiii) (the father, )'^ who 
hai been for- Cassel in painting what Monnot 
was in sculpture, equally indttstrious, and still 
less meritorious. Mis pictures hare no charac« 
ter ; the tortta are clumsy and incorrect ; the ex* 
pression is devoid of soul (aaid meaning ; the at- 
titudes are stiff; the colouring is W:eak and wa- 
tery. His Christs are in general the most tuI* 
gar looking people, and the angel who presents 
the cup in the Agony is die most familiar look- 
ing personage, in the history of painting. Al- 
though the Italian masters had perhaps no good 
authority fer always making the apostle John a 
comely youth, with luxuriant hair and a glowing 
countenance, yet they were possibly as much in 
the right as historians, and assuredly much more 
in the right as pamters than Tischbein, when he 
made him ah (dd, and, what is worse, an ugly 
man in the Crucifixion. I cannot believe that 



* Tischbein, the son^ to whom Gotb^ has addressed 
some eulogistic sonnetS) was a much superior artist. He 
devoted himself in Italy to the study of the antique. The 
designs which he fetched for an edition of Homer vxe full 
offjNrit. 
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Albert Durer ever put pencil to the eight small 
paintings in the Sacristy representing the scenes 
of the Passion* . Very old they certainly are, 
older than DUrer ; but Durer would never have 
indulged in such inaccurate drawing, such gross 
exaggerations of a sort of nature which, to please 
in painting, ought rather to be mitigated. The 
soldiers attending the Crucifixion, and the exe- 
cutioners in the Flagellation, are downright cari- 
catures, with huge lumpish noses, like balls of 
flesh stuck on the upper lip. Such pictures, 
however eagerly they may be hunted out, can 
have no value but as curiosities in the history of 
the art 
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CHAPTER VIL 

GOTTIN«£H. 

£i ! grvm' each Gott, Cdl^ ! 
Wie stcht Our in Pnrade da ! 
Ihr dumpfen SSfle, gross und kldn, 
Jetzt kriegt ihr micfa nicht mehr hinein. 

The territory of Hanover approc^ches nearly 
to the walls of Cassel. The tich ymHies through 
which the Fulda flows give promises of beauty 
and fertility, on which the traveller afterwards 
thinks with regreti when he is toiling through 
the sands in the northern part of the kingdom^ 
At Miinden, a small, but apparently thriving 
town, the Fulda and Werra, issuing from oppo- 
!iite dells, unite and form the Weser^ which is 
already covered with the small craft that carries 
on the trade with Bremen, The lofty summits 



of the Harz now rise in, the distance, and you 
enter 



the U- 

fliTecsity of Gottingen. 

Though the youngest of the German univerr 
sities of reputation, excepting Berlin, Gottingen 
is by far the most celebrated and flourishing.; 
Munchausen, the honest and able minister of 
Gceorge !!•, who founded it in 1735, watched 
over it with the anxiety of a parent. He acted 
in a spirit of the utmost liberality, which, to the 
honour of the Hanoverian government, has never 
been departed from, both by not being niggard* 
ly where any really useful purpose was to be gain- 
ed, and by treating the university itself with 
confidence and indulgence. He acted, moreover, 
in that prudent spirit which does not attempt too' 
much at once. . How many splendid schemes 
have failed, because their parents, expecting to 
see them start up at once in the vigour of youth, 
like Minerva ready armed from the head.of Jur 
piter, had not patience to guide them while they 
tottered through the years of hdpless ipfiuicy. 
Had Munchausen foreseen what the expense of 
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the imiTeraity would in time amount to» he pro- 
bably would never have founded it. The original 
annual expenditure was about fifteen thousand 
rix-doUars, (L,2500,) it now amounts to six times 
that sum. The library alone consumes annually 
nearly one4ialf of the whole original expense. 

Ootdngen is manned with thirtynstix ordinary 
profisssors, three theological, seven juridical, 
eight medical, including botany, chemistry, and 
natural history ; the remaining ei^t^en form the 
philosophical faculty. Drawing is a regular chair 
in the philosophical faculty, and stands between 
mineralogy and astronomy. The fencing-master 
and dancings-master are not so highly honoured, 
but still they are public functionaries, and re- 
ceive salaries from government* The confiisjon 
is increased by that peculiarity of the German 
universities which allows a professor to give lec- 
tnres on any topic he pleases, however littk it 
may be connected with the particular departr 
ment to which he has been appointed. Every 
professor may interfere, if he chooses, with the 
provinces of his colleagues. The Professor of 
Natural EQstory must lecture on Natural His- 
tory^ but he may likewise teach Greek ; the Pro- 
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fessor of XAtin must teach Latin, but» if be 
chooses, he may lecture on Mathematics* Thus 
it just becomes a practical question, who is held 
to be the more able instructor ; and, if the ma^ 
thematical prelections of a Professor of Greek be 
reckoned better than those of the person regu^ 
larly appointed to teach the science, the latter 
must foe content to lose his scholars and his fees. 
It is ^efaetUty^ not the sdence to whieh.a man 
is appointed, that bounds his flight, ^his is the 
theory of the thing, and on th^ are founded the 
frequent complaints that, in the GernAtn univer* 
sides, the principle of competition has been car<- 
ried preposterously far. Fortunately, the most 
important sciences are of such an extent, that a 
man who makes himself able to teach any one of 
them well, can scarcely hope to teach any other 
tolerably ; yet the interference of one teacher 
with smother is by no means sounfrequentaswe 
might imagine ; there are always certain ^^ stars 
^^ shooting wildly fvom, their spheres." It would 
not be easy to tell, for example, who is Professor 
of Greek, or Latin, or Oriental Literature ; you 
will generally find two or tiifee engaged in. them 
all. A Professor of DiTinity may be allowed to 
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explain the Epistles of St Paul, for his theologi- 
cal interpretations most be considered as some- 
thing quite distinct from the labours of the ^bi* 
lologist ; but, in the philosophical fitcully, where, 
in r^;avd to languages, phllolc^ alone is the ob- 
ject, I found at Gbttingen no fewer. than four 
Professors armed with Greek, two with Latin, 
and two with Oriental Literature. One draws 
up the Gospel of Jchn^ and the Acts of the 
Apostles ;^ a second opposes to him the first 
three Evangelists, the fourth being already en- 
listed by his adversary! the third takes them 
both in flank with the Works and Days of He- 
siod ; while the fourth skirmishes round them in 
all directions, and cuts off various stragglers, by 
practical lucubrations in Chreek syntax. Now, 
if people think that they will learn Greek to bet- 
ter purpose from Professor Eichhom's Acts of 
the Apostles, than from Professor Tyschen's 
three Gt}spels, the latter must just dispense with 
his students and rix-dollars ; 

When Greek meets Greek, then comes the tug of war. 

. ) 

The former gentleman, again, leads on orien- 
tal literature under the banner of the Book of 
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Job; the latter takes the field undismayed, and 
o|^K>6es to him the Prophecies of Isaiah, But 
Profirasor Eichhorn inunediately unmasks a bat- 
tery of << Prelections in Arabian ;" and Profes- 
sor Tyschen,> apparently exhausted of regular 
troops, throws forward a course c^ lectures on 
the << Ars Difdcnnatica," to cover his retreat 

In Latin, too, one professor starts the Satires 
of Perseus against those of Horace, named by 
another^ and Tully's Offices against the Ars 
Po^ica. The one endeavours to jostle the other 
by adding Greek ; but they are both Yorkshirie, 
and the other adds Greek too. The juridical 
&culty ofGrottingen contains seven learned pro- 
fessors. Of these no fewer than three were read- 
ing on Justinian's Institutes in the same session, 
two of them, moreover, using the sametext-book. 
Two of them likewise lectured on the form of 
process in civil cases, both using the same textr 
book. 

Gcittingen, though not yet an hundred years 
old, has already exhibited more celebrated men, 
and done more for the progress of knowledge in 
Germai^,. thau any other similar institution in 
the country. Meyer, Mosheim, Michaelisi and 
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Heyne, are names not easily eclipsed ; and, in 
the present day, Blumenbaoh, Ctauss, whom 
many esteem second only to La Place, Hugo, 
Heeren, and Sartorius, fully support the pre- 
eminence of the Georgia Augusta. Europe has 
placed Blumenbach at the head of her physiolo- 
gists; but, with all his profound learning, he is 
in every thing the reverse of the dull, plodding, 
cumbersome solidity, which we have learned to 
consider as inseparable from a German^ savant^ 
— a most ignorant and unfounded prejudice. 
•Giithe is the greatest poet, Wolff the greatest 
philologist, and Blumenbach the greatest natu- 
ral historian of Germany; yet it would be diffi- 
cult to find three more jocular and entertaining 
men. Blumenbach has not an atom of academi- 
cal pedantry or learned obscurity about him ; 
his c<Hiversation is a series of shrewd and mirth- 
ful remarks on anything that comes uppermost, 
and such likewise, I have heard it said, is some- 
times his lecture. Were it not for the chaos of 
skulls, skeletons, mummies and other materials 
of his art, with which he is surrounded, you 
would not easily discover, unless you brought 
him puiposely on the subject, that he had stu- 
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died natural history. He sits among all sorts 
of odd things^ which an ordinary person would 
call lumber, and which even many of those who 
drive his own science could not make mu^h of ; 
for it is one of Bltunenbach's exc^encies, that 
he contrives to make use of every thing, and to 
find proo& and iUustrations where no other per*- 
son would think of looking for them. By the 
side of a drawing which represented soine Boto^ 
cuda Indians, with &ees like baboons, cudgel-^ 
ling each other, hung a portrait of the beautiful 
Agnes of Mansfield, A South American skull, 
the lowest degree of human conformation, grin- 
ned at a Grecian skull, which the professor rec- 
kons the perfection of crania. Here . stood a 
whole mummy fi»om the Canary Islands, there 
half a one from the Brazils, with long strings 
through its nose, and covered with gautfy lea- 
thers, like Papageno in the Magic Flute. Here 
is stuck a negro's head, there lies a Venus, and 
yonder reclines, in a corner, a ccmtemplative 
skeleton with folded hands. Yet it is only ne- 
cessary to hear the most passing remarks oT the 
Professor, as you stumble aflter him through this 
apparent confusion, to observe how clearly all 
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that nuiy be letrned fiNnn it b aiMnged iii his 
head) in his own sciontafic combinations. ' The 
only thing that presented external order was a 
very complete coUeetion of skuUs, showing the 
fiurty by no means a newone, that there is' a gra- 
dual progression in the form d the skull, from 
apes, up to the most generally received models 
of human beau^. ** Do you see these horns ?' 
said he, searching among a heap of oddities, and 
drawing forth three horns; *< they were once 
** wpm by a woman. She h^>pened to fall and 
^* break her head ; from the wound sprouted 
<< this long horn ; it continued to grow for tfair- 
<* ty years, aQd then she cast it; it dropped off. 
** In its place came a second one; but.it did not 
« grow so long, and dropped off too. Then this 
^^ third one, all on the same spot; but the pOor 
^^woman died while the third was growing, and 
<« I had it cut from the corpse." They were 
literally three genuine horns. The last two are 
short, thick, and nearly straight ; but the first is 
about ten inches Icmg, and completely t^^isted, 
like the horn of a ram. It is round and^zpugh, 
of a brownish colour, and fully half an inch in 
diameter towards (he root All three are hollow, 
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at least at the base. The termfiiation is blunt 
and rounded* Other instances of the same thing 
have been known^ but alwi^s in women ; and 
Blumenbach says it has been ascertained by che» 
mical analysis, that such horns hare a greater 
affinity, in their composition, witii the horns of 

' the rhinoceros, than with those of any other 
animal. 

The pre-eminence of Gottingen is equally 
founded in the teachers and the taught. A 
Giottingen chair is the highest reward to Which 
a German scoKmt aspires, and to study at Got- 

*tingen is the great wish of a German ytmth. 
There are good reasons for this, both with the 
one and the other. The professor is more com- 
fortable, in a pecuniary point of view, and pos- 
sesses greater facilities for pushing on his science, 
than in the otiier universities ; the student finds 
a more gentiemanly tcme of manners than else- 
where, and has within his reach better opportu- 
nities of studying to good purpose. This arises 
from the exertions of the government to render 
the different helps to study,— the library, the 
observatory, the collections of physical instru- 
ments, and the hoi^itals,— not as costiy, but as. 
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uflefiil as poafiibk. It has nevtsr adopted the 
principle of bribing great men by great salaries, 
•— « principle naturally acted on in those univer- 
sities which possess no other recommeBdation 
than the fame of the teachers. It has chosen 
rather to form and organize those means of study 
which, in the hands of a man c^ av^age talent, 
(and such are always to be had,) are much more 
generally and e£kctively useful^ than the prelec- 
tions of a person of more distinguished genius 
when deprived of this indispensable' assistance. 
The professors themselves do not ascribe the 
rapidly increasing prosperity of the university 
so much to the reputation of distinguished indi- 
viduals who have filled so many of its chairs, as 
to the pains which have been ti^n to render 
these means o( improvement more ^perfect than 
they are to be found united in any sister semi- 
nary«i ^^ Better show-collections," said Professor 
Heeren^ very sensibly^ ^^ may be found eLsie- 
<* where ; but thegreat recommendaticm pf ours 
<^ is, that they have been made for use, not for 
<< show ; that the student finds iq them every 
^^ thing he would wish to see and handle in his 
^< science* This is the true reason why the real* 
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<< ly Studious prefer Gottu^;en, and Uiis will jsir 
<< ways secure our pre<eminence, independent of 
<< the fame of particular teachers ; the latter is 
^ ^ passing and changeable thin^ ths former is 
<< permanent" 

Above all, the librai^ is a great attraction 
both for the teacher and the learner* It is not 
only the most c(Hn{dete among the universities, 
but there are very few royal or puldic collections 
in Germany which can rival it in real utility. 
It is not rich in manuscripts, and many other 
libraries surpass it in typographical rarities, and 
specimais of typogrt^hical luxury; but none 
ccmtains so great a number oi really useful books 
in any given branch of knowledge. The prin- 
ciple 4m which they proceed, is to collect the so- 
lid learning and literature of the world, not the 
curiosities fuid splendours of the printmg art 
If they have twenty pounds to ^pend, instead 
of buymg some very costly edition of one book, 
they very wisely buy ordinary editions of four 
or five. When Heyne undertook 4he charge of 
the library in 1763, it contained sia^ thousand 
v^mues. He established the prmient plan of 
increase, which has been fcdlowed out with so 
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much sucoessy and the number is novneftrly two 
hundred thousand* They complain much of the 
expense of English books. No compulsory mea- 
sures are taken to fill the shelves, except that 
the booksellers of Gottingen itself must delirer 
a copy of every work which they publish. 

The command of such a library (and the ma* 
nagement is most liberal) is no small recom* 
mendation to the studious, whether he be teach- 
er or pupil ; but, in this case, it is perhi^ of 
still more importance to the professors in a pe- 
cuniary point of view. The thousand or twelve 
hundred pounds which government pays every 
year in booksellers' accounts cannot be reckon- 
ed an additional expense. The professors them- 
selves say, that, without this, it would be neces- 
sary to lay out as much, if not more, in ailment-* 
ing their salaries ; for, if they had to purchase 
their own books, they could not afford to labour 
on salaries varying from a hundred and fifty to 
two hundred pounds. Meiners calculated, in 
the beginning of the present century, that the 
saving thus made on salaries was at least equal to 
the whole eiqiense c£ the 19>rary. In other uni- 
versities, I have often heard the professors com- 

1 
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plain bitterly of the e&pense of new book^^ to 
which they were subjected by the poverty of 
their college library. . They have reason to com- 
plain, when we think of the number of new 
books which a public teacher in any department 
finds it prudent to read, and, to a certain extent, 
uses, although there may be very few of them 
which he would wish permanently to possess* 
If the Professor of History^^ for example^ pays 
thirty rix-doUars for Hallam's Middle Ages, or 
a Lecturer on Antiquities pays fifty rix-doUars 
for Belzoni's Egyptian Researches, these sums 
are most important drawbacks on the salary of a 
German professor, yet lliese are only single books 
in a single language* Now, a professor of Halle 
or Jena must either dispense with the books al- 
together, or pay for them out of his own pocket. 
His brother of Gottingen has them at his com- 
mand without laying out a farthing. Hence it 
is, that professors in other universities always set 
down the library as one great recommendation 
of a Gottingen chair. 

Another is the, widows' fund, founded by4j|g^. 
lie authority, lik^ that of the church of Scotlandp^ 
and still more flourishing, llioiigh the HaacK 
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veriaa govemmeDt luu aeirer Am^I it prudent 
to procure or retun a distingwftlied man hj an 
invidioas excess c£ stiaty abot« Uift l)rethi^eti, it 
would be at once ignorant anA lAJust to Suppose 
that it has been in any wi^ niggai^ towards Ae 
learned persons who fiU the dhairs of GSttk^n. 
The regular sakries are firom tweh« to fifteen 
hundred rix-^oUars^ exduBive of the fees. Tak-^ 
ing the salaries in the mass at JL 200 St^lingy 
which is below t&e average, they a»e higher ihan 
the salaries of any other Oerinaa umversity, ex** 
cepting, perhaps, one or two at Berlht The 
widows' fund^ however^ is peculiar to Gdtlhigen, 
and recommends ks idiiurs to the learned even 
more than its librfiry and fees^ Ibr in no country 
does the seamtf recompenee df* a learned masa 
threaten more helpless destitutiim to a faulty 
which he may leave behind him, than in Oer« 
many. It is as old as the ttniversity itself BXti 
originated with Munchausen* the capital was 
origimdly only a thoui^and rix^dikrs ; at the end 
of the last century it amounted to fifty->one dmu- 
sahdf chiefly made np of beneftctions fiom &e 
government and private indMduals^ but partly,- 
lantwise, friun ^ «avi^ of the accumulating^ 



interest The iniereal ie£ tke cwfoM^ vritk ib» 
yesrJy pJA^joMtits iniide hylim ptofeswn^ ihmn^ 
tke tmi finom irUdi the fiuoilitts ^ deblMsed 
IHofissaors m-e peissianeaL llie rate «f ^^Mraiicse 
fixed at Ihe begifuHfei^ of the {ireMait otmtiKrjp^ wd^ 
a hmidred and ££ky^dx rlANckilbups (li, 84) y^aiv 
ly td> th«i mddW) m^ if ^s^ had died b^fere hi^r 
kiuJb^dy to tfa^ chiidt«ti. IW &mfy five tbOQ-* 
sand m^doUars added to the capital, tviiisrthef by 
lwqiiest6,orby an«9ccei»»of orditiaiy i^venti^ ten^ 
are added to the penmfon of wteryynd^m. Oti 
die deatb ftf. the ^widow, l^e pension is >coiitiiiu6d 
tiii liie ymmgeitt cbiM veaches the age of tMiity; 
'nie bttideiu have hitherto been sblex^ that the 
ivnaitie of ^eliiiiid lias net onfy been able to di&- 
diarge diem, but a part of it, sometimes two-- 
ddsds^ has ahirayB been addisd to the oi^tal, 
¥dd!0l| is dins ntfiAj iaoreaaing. 

liedioalacieiK)eis dudepartmetitin whksh die 
£ime of Ofittin^n is ieast eertaki) tiot from any 
iraat of tslmt oa the part of die teachers, hM 
sdeiy from-the wa&t of extensiTe hospitals, Aum 
indispeftisMe nequintes to ^medifsal eda<:atiiH% 
fdifah oidy fattge tp>«msic»n^ftHattBK €tdtdngf^ 
amaU^aa khg waXBiain^&tam ; but they itireiioeeak 
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MfilyonadiiiimiitiTe scale* Qaeof themis set 
apart for surgical operatioaAS ; another for dini- 
cal lectures ; the third belotigs to a class which, 
in a German nniyersily town, can always redum 
on being more r^^nlarly supplied than any other ; 
it is a lying-in hospitaL Th^e are twehw hun* 
dred students in Qottmgen^ and, on an ayerage, 
twenty mothers in the hospitaL On one side, a 
Magdalene greets the eyes of the sufering «n* 
ner, as if to remind her of what she is ; and, cm 
the other, a bad copy of the Madonna delta Se- 
diola, as if to comfort her with the idea of what 
she may become* It would be awkward to in- 
quire how far the students themselves.contribute 
to the welfare of this establishment, by proYidilig 
it with patients,— though there is no doubt that' 
they are its best friend^, and the greatest ene- 
mies of the public morals. It has ofieu happen- 
ed, that the fother has been the first, as an ob- 
stetric tyrc^ to hear the cry of his child; and it 
would happoi more frequently, were it not that, 
when he does not Icmg for the honours of irre- 
g\dar patemily, the mother, who has sold her- 
9el^ is ensily brS>ed to buy mother ,fiither. 
Whepe so many young men ar^asseiqfeled^ free 
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fifotm all ccmtroul, except a very imperfect aca^ 
deimcal controul, and surrounded by such crea^ 
tures as minister in domestic services in a uni* 
versity town, the consequences to morality will 
always be the same ; and assuredly the principles 
of German Burschen are the very last that would 
stn^gle against the corruption. It would be 
nothing out of the way of their style of thinking 
to hear them maintain, that it is a greater enor- 
mity to let the lying-iii hospital go to ruin for 
want <^ patients, than.to debauch innocence; 
they would defend the irregular manufacture of 
lii^ng bodies on precisely the same principles on 
whieh their medical brethren, among ourselves, 
defend the theft of dead ones. Still it is true, 
diat, among the females whom the Grerman Bur- 
schen come across in their academic towns, there 
IS little innocence to debauch. The laundresses, 
in particular, a set of persons who claimed the 
/severe eye of the praetor much more than any 
nauiae or cmgMmesj use the charms of their sub- 
idtem Naiads as a regular trap to catch cus- 
toniears ; she who has the prettiest is sure to re- 
quire the most extisnsive bleaching^een. At 
first, the effiMSts of all thia were melancholy at 
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Giittkigea; ionSuueertBtaxtts often ixmlafnrcdtto 
seduce aiUy B«i#«teii» irfib were wMii bngttiig 
ftar> kite nahriagei but die gcfMsnsaeat took 
mdi seVeteneaswreB aguast them, abev^ aU, by 
decCnriiig sudi marpiages nuU, tibat they lio 
bogir attenpCit, and gadier thdbr gains in a less 
ambilkMui ODurse. Qtttti a gm h aa worse Aob 
its sistier univeirsiCaeay iuid matters haTe greatly 
mended dnrii^ the test twenty years ; at least 
they say so tbeniselTes. Hie same xnddierv h<MK> 
e¥er» has been known to appear four different 
times in the hospital^ in fomt suoeessive years^ ih 
hononroffonrdiflferentBttrschen; anderwiKK 
bfe eqvipages have ooeasionidly deposited urndb- 
edfair ones, €t>r a time, in thii kesise of deisbtfiil 
repatatitftic 

Tlie nnniher of studente has been ivgiifaa^^ 
the inoreaae since the tennini^ton of dm war^ 
partly fircmi the increasfii esctentef^ kiiigdpn^ 
pwrtly kom the abalitMm of die heigUMmarii^ 
um¥eir»ty of lirfanstadt, (Brunswidk and Meck^ 
lenbuagh having reiy wisely mfpceeA to recogniae 
'Gottingmi as die nniiKtisity of diese dndbies,) 
and paffdgr 61am die proscir^itbn flf Jaia whidi 
bliombi die smadar ^f Ketzebae. Bnt tlie 
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pifuiQipat rdMon of the increase is the rising cba« 
TBJCtbat of die mmtrsky itself^ irihkli both attracts 
fare^;tie£S9 and pierents HanoTerians from go* 
ix^ to study elsewliei^e. More tlian «iDe4ialf of 
the whole number xre fiuriigners, that is, not na- 
tives of the Idngdbm of Hainfrer. Hie nuMier 
of foreigners from stsites ndt German is narfcural- 
ly snoaU, in comparison with those who belong 
to otiier German istates. In 1821, out oi nearly 
seven btmdredi who were irc^ natives of the king* 
dom, not a himdred were from countries foreign 
to Germany. Swiss and Greeks were the most 
numdrous, then Russians and Englishmen. 
While there were upwards of a hundred young 
men from Prussia, notwithstanding the w^ll- 
earned reputation of Berlin, there was only one 
scditaiy isubject of Austria. The Austrian Eag)e^ 
is most jealous of her young gazing on other 
suns than her own. Five Htingarians, who had 
oraie to Gbttingen to learn something, were ac* 
tually ordered wwsey by an exporess command from 
Vienna, and found it necessary to ofcey. 

The propitfrtion of lawyers among the students 
is extravagantly large ; morc^ dian on<>4ialf of the 
w^le imwibet w«t^ matriculated in the jtiridieat 
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faculty. The reaacfa of this is, dial;, from flic; 
mode of internal lurrangraient common to all the 
German stateis there is an immense nomber of 
small public offices connected with the admini^ 
straticm of justice) toirfiich, trifling asthe compe- 
tence which they affi>rdmay be, nmnbers of young 
men look forward as their destination, and which 
require a legal education, or, at least, what passes 
for a l^;al education* Under the system of pat* 
rimonial jurisdiction, which, though clipped here 
and there, still remains in its essence as well as 
in its form, every other landed proprietor must 
have a judge, or, if his estates be disjoined, two 
or three judges, to administer justice, in the first 
instance, to all who dwell within the limits of his 
property. The crown, too, requires a host of 
little praetors of the same land on its domains. 
It is true, that such a person is badly paid; but 
then, to say nothing o( his own chicane, there 
are legal imposts on the litigants, which give him 
a direct interest in fomenting and protracting 
suits ; and, under so imperfect a system of coii- 
troul as every where prevails, he must be a mar- 
vellously stupid or a marvellously honest Doi^ 
richter, (village-judge,) who caimot nose hb gains 
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to a very ample recompence for his talents. The 
same person is occasionaUy judge in two difilerektt 
small districts. It sometimes happens that it is 
necessary for the judgeof the onedistrict to notify 
something that has happened, the escape of a 
thie^ for instance, to the judge of the other ; and 
instances have actually occurred of the same per- 
son in the one capacity, writing a letter to him- 
self in the other, and then answering his own let-' 
ter, that he might lose none of the fees attached 
to the performance of these duties. The conse- 
quence is, that in Giktingen one-half of the stu- 
dents are gaining a sprinkling of law, and out of 
it, justice and the country are suffering under a 
locust tribe of Dogberrys. 

Gottingen has the reputation of being a dear 
place, and the more prudent of its preceptors do 
not wish to propagate any contrary belief; for, 
like all its sisters, it has felt the burden of en- 
ticing a host of poor scholars into learned courses. 
It has two hundred and sixteen freytmchrikUeMi 
that is, it has fimds which are laid out in feed- 
ing so many poor students* The student selects 
a traiteur who supplies him with his food at a 
fixed rate, and is paid by the university. Th<i 
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alms U not ftlwayft well bertoved ; iiiggarcHy iiv^ 
tereBt sbmetimeB gains iXi in preference Id neoes* 
8t^. An inetance was mentioned: to me of a 
vealdiy.MecklfiQbiiii^er being so meanas toask 
this pittance for hissoni aodsaun&itiuiate as to 
obtain k. The yoong bmui himself wddkl not 
subosit to tliJe unnecessary degradatioB, traasfeiH 
red his privilege of eating gratis to a poor com-t 
radoi dined himself at the table d'hote of die' 
most fiiriiionablfi inn^ and ran in debt 

The lowest sum I ever heard metttiaped as 

si^oient to bring a ydwag man. respectably 

througb at Gdtlbg^n ia three hundred rix-dol-* 

, lata yearly, not quite XJW» but assnnedly this 

is too low. Michaelis, even in the last century, 

aajdfour bundled ; Meioer% in tbe beginning of 

the present^ set it down at three hundred ; Pso* 

fesiior'Saalfeldi wbo has biought down Flutter's 

work to.l880^ fixes on three hundred and fifty. 

The number of those who spend only Ihe lowest 

of theseaums is much smaller then the number 

of those who spend llie higheati Taldiig the 

avm^ at three hundtad and ifi%) iririch oer- 

takly doesidot exceadthalafQth, thie univftwn^ 

with upwardaaf tmdve famdred stndents, and 
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tkifly^ix regMliur teacher^ b^sMes the extraor- 
dinorjr professprs mad tbe doetans prwaUm 4i^ 
eaOeMi annudily circulates in Oiktingea, at least, 
seventy diousand pounds. Considerably more 
tban one*half of those who qfidid this, money are 
foreigners to Hanorer ; and, as they are general- 
ly the more wealthy^ th^ spend a considerably 
greater share of the whcde sum than the part 
merely proportional to their numbers. Thus^ 
the university brings annually into the town^ 
about iMiO^dOQ from foreign countries. The 
mere rent of rooms let to the students amomit- 
ed» for theinnter session, 1920*1881, to S 1,600 
riaMbllarSy radier more than L.S800* The 
professoraeseniise a very strict controul over all 
the ifdiaUt^nts who follow this occupation. Op* 
posite to each student^s naaoae in die university 
catalogue stands not only the street, but the wety 
house which he inhabits, and if be remove, it 
must be imawdiately notified to his academical 
superiors* In the wiiole town there were a thou-^ 
sand and iiinety-six roonato let, of which six re^ 
mamed emptyr thou|^ die.numbev (^ strident^ 
was twelve h«udted $xA fi%-fivef £)^< as it is 
not to be expeded Ant a m»» «iio ismaUe t^ 



972 GomirosH. 

pay for his dinner, can ccmTtintiidy be at llie 
eaqpense of. a whaLe bed^chanber, it fineqnently 
happens that two occupy die same room to^ 
gether; 

Hie uniyersity has been fortunate in anfferiBgr 
nothing firom the political animosities which^ of 
late yearsyhave faamassed so manypublic teadiers 
in Germany, and set most of the universities in 
so turbulent a light It woold be too much, to 
say, that her students escf^ped the infectionwhidi 
made the silly, hot-headed Bnracfaen set tfaem-^ 
selves up for political regenerators. They bore 
their part in the Wartburg festival ; they dis- 
carded hair*<utters, and well-made coats: but the 
spirit evaporated more speedily th^^n elsewhere, 
and was more firmly met by the vigour of die 
senate, and the prudence of the government. 
The latter, though it has very properly oppos- 
ed itself, from the very, beginnings to the irregU"- 
larides of the students, isinfitvour both with Aem 
and their teachei*s. While some other states 
look upon their universities with jealousy and 
dislike, Hanover has always trefited what llie 
Duke of <}ambndge csUed, f^jdie fidrest pearl in 
her doimp* with eonfideoce and libendity. It 



kas nev^ pcet^oded to find proofs of an organ- 
ised rerolution in the doctrines of the teachers, 
or the occasional turholence of die scholars. It 
has borne with die one, and battled against the 
other, but ha&nerer used them as tokens of po- 
litical crime to justify political bareness, l^e 
r^ulatioos against the press produced by the 
Congress of Carisbad, and enacted into a law of 
the Ckxifederation bythe Diet, have introduced 
here, as.in all the semmaries, a censorship from 
which the umyersides had hitherto been exempts 
ed. But in Gottingen the power thus given has 
not been used ; no censorship, I was assured, had 
been estabUsbedi. Those professors whose de* 
partmaits necessarily draw them into political 
discussion, have acted much more sensibly than 
their brethren of Jena. They have not degen- 
erated into mere newspaper writers, nor sullied 
their academical character, by mixing them- 
selves up in the angry poUtics of the day with 
the fury of partizans. Sartorius, the Professor 
of Statistics and PoUtical EUxmomy, sits in th^ 
Slates for the town.of Eimbeck. 

Ciby^iigen. eiyoys tb^ r^utatiODt that a more 
sob^r and b^comiog i^irit reigns among its stu- 
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dMto dMB M to be foimd tt imy of ks riva^ 
tbatt wen lii tliek exoBSseSy thejrdunr a more 
genUcBiMfy spirit: to tliii merit eywyGottinger, 
at least, lajrffdaim. In the external peculiarities 
of tha sect* thajr seeai to be mndLOB a level wiUi 
thek brethrai. IhesffdaslateaadAsloudiriiig-^ 
m§t cr rather yodfenttioiv resoondii^ on the 
streets and Srom, the windows of Gottingen, as in 
lUle, Heiddberg, or Jena. They are as muiii; 
attariied tcrtfaefe&qingschod and die duel, to 
the vimi and the peteat; but th^' are net so 
fertile in ooBtriTing ridictdoaseipeifie»ts to make 
thettiselyes be noticed. The Senate has a body 
of armedpoUce under itsownconanand, tokeep^ 
dH»i in* order; bnt die students^ mefe« than 
onne^ have driven these academic warriora fromr 
the field Landsmannschaften, too, are said ta 
be rooted out, and Blnmenbafch was Messing hiS' 
stars that it had come to be his turn to be Phk 
rector when these things are no moi*e ; but duela 
keep their place ; and, considering that th^se fnn 
temities are as much prohibited every whisre as 
in Gottingen, and^yet do continue to exist else- 
where, it may fttirlyt^ presumeid Ant they iuric 
and act in Hanover uilder the siune seereey ^ich- 
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pcoteeto diaii ia Prisssift and SKtaxij^ Disci^ 
pliiM^ ISatmaeyUi least for mai^yeaEs, has been 
rigomus^ enforced. Oovemmeiit, kx return 
for the confidence and libesaMty ^th which it 
im always tMited Ae proEdMaan, has justly in** 
sfirt^ en the firai aaduncomproiaisiag discbarge 
of' their duty. The ^irit of tamcUing to the 
young men, so disgusting in some other nnivar- 
sitiesy has disa^eared* 

Any preferen^s which Gottingen nuiy reasiHi*' 
ablydaifiiin pototof g^ienil manners axiamptiat^ 
cipaliy from thedrcumstance) dlat a greater pro^ 
portion of its students are young men of rank, 
atid of respectable or nfflueaoft fortune, tfaiui else* 
where. I do nfotmean, that rank and wealth give 
these persons purer mcHrals, or a mcn*^ accomnH>* 
daijki^ ^qpirit <^ subcHpdioatioB, than belong ta 
their less fortunate fellows ; but. the dissipadons 
of the former are not so gross and raw in their 
external expressions as similar excesses in the 
lower ranks of life, and it is only of their exter- 
nal conduct that there is here any question. A li- 
centious peer and a licentious porter are general- 
ly very different characters. Where the poorer 
class of students forms the majority, the man- 
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nerd are always more rude, and the whole tone 
of society b more vulgar, than where their num- 
bers are comparatively small. To this, I think, 
it is chiefly owing that Gdttingen, without per- 
haps any well-founded daim to better conduct, 
or greater academical industry,; than some other 
universities, certainly does impress the stranger 
with the idea of something more orderly and 
gentlemanly. The very appearance of the town 
aids this impression, for Gdttingen.is. one of the 
most agreeable aud cleanly-looking towns in Ger- 
many. The regularity and width of Uie streets, 
which possess likewise the rare merit of being 
furnished, for the most part, with pavements, 
and the neat, light, airy appearance of the 
houses, though they make no pretensions to ele- 
gance, is something very di£[erent from Halle or 
Jena. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

HANOVER. 

£in wannes Ixniner reges Hen* 

Bei hellem Liclit im Kopfe ; 
Gesunde Glieder ohne Scbmen, 

Und Heimich's Huhn im Topfe< 

Th$Bunehm* 

The greater part of. the fifty miles between 
Gottingen and Hanover still presents a pleasant, 
varied, and well cultivated country, consisting 
of moderate sized plains, bounded by wooded 
jridges of moderate elevation. Here, too, as in 
Hesse, a great quantity of land is in wood, which 
might easily be converted to agricultural pur* 
poses, were it not that the forest laws prevent 
the proprietor from either clearing it away, or de- 
iriving any advantage from the timber. The pea* 
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santry have the right of pasturage in the forest ; 
if cleared away, it would only become an open 
common pasture. The scarcity of fuel all over 
the kingdom argues a deficiency of wood; and it 
would be a more advisable speculation, regular- 
ly to cut and renew the forest, did not the Hu- 
timgB'Bechtj the right of pasturage, present a 
thousand obstacles. The proprietor cannot in- 
crease the number of his trees, for he dare not 
encroach on the extent of the pasturage. That 
it may not be inconvenient for the cattle, he must 
plant, if he plant at all, at distances which are 
ruinous to young wo6d, by leaving it without 
shelter. Then, both the cattle and the persons 
wfaotend (hlBm, are sworn enemies of young trees ; 
the qukdffufnds, because they find them to be 
good ealang, and the bipeds, because tkey ioMi- 
giiie, that to destroy them is to advanee the pub- 
lic weai of the village, by augmenting the pas« 
tkuraUe swrfiiee. To protect dM«i from the wind, 
they are luticiied to stakes; to defiend them 
against cows and cowherds, «hey are swrrouBicted 
wjib thorns; ianhediatdy the herdsmen cany 
off the thorns aand sbkes as exoeHettt imA^ and 



WOOt^-FOACHERS. 879 

ihe enttle attack the trees' aa beings e xiceH^t food. 
Tbe pi^prielor very natorldly gi'f es up a bnsi-* 
Hess whiibh he cannot ply wift pvojBt, n^lects liis 
forest, mtd tibe soareity and cost of fiiel is rapids 
ly iJBcreasuig. In the Estaites a proposal was 
miidey though unsuccesflfidfyv'^ exempt forest* 
land from the land-tax, on the ground, that it ts 
a species of property which, under tlie existing 
laws, cannot poasibly he prodiictii^e to An owier. 
This has Ukewise a deaaoraUxing «Tflnence» 
aiid produoes a class of erjaianab which we 
scafcdiy know, wood-^poachers* in aiany ia^ 
Irifffts the price of Aiel is to hs^ tha^ lit&jfoat 
cannol aiSiwd to purchase k; but thay oaa jnst 
as: U^ endmre to be finozen^ or to eat iheir »eai 
nndrasaed; they plander the fbrMs» and|ii8tioe 
is compelled to connive, in somemteswe, atdus 
crime of Mc0ssily. ^WzH&ft, or woojd^hie^ is 
9i tena as expressive lof darang, Mddessness, and 
n»v^|^, as poacher is witih ns. The Jagers, and 
cMht^ servants appointed to watdh die forest, mn 
isgarded by the wood-thieves in the ibame light iii 
iiid»<&{^imio*keepefS are bypoadiers; and, if they 
valine their personal safety, they must discharge 
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thrirdtttywithgreatlenityorcairelesshess. Wheri 
some notable piece of plundering makes it neces- 
sary for them to bestir themselves, the Jagers of a 
number of neighbouring forests occasionally as- 
semble as if for a chase. The dogs are uncoupled, 
and the horns sound ; but wood-thieves are the 
game, and often suffer a severe chastisement. 
Thqr» again, take vengeance in their own way 
and time ; there have been examples of an ob- 
noxiona inspector, or keeperof awood, fiilling a 
sacrifice Id the murderous enmity of such men, 
years after he had brought, or att^npted to 
bring them, to punishment. They are exactly 
our own poachers; only they are produced, not 
by idleness or a love of amusement, but by the 
impossibility of dispensing with one of the first 
necessaries of life. ' 

These pleasant, valleys are more thickly peo-» 
pled than the northern provinces of die kingdom, 
which. contain so many large tracts of unculti- 
vated heath and uninhabited sand. The popu- 
lation of Calenberg, Gottingen, and Grrubenha- 
gen, commonly included under the name of 4ie 
southern provinces, exceeds that of i)ie northern 
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by nearly one half, in proportion to their respec- 
tive superficial extent.* Villages and small 
towns are> plentifully scattered ; the former are 
apparently more substantial and convenient, and 
the latter more bustling and cheerful than in 
Hesse* There are always, indeed, many traces 
of poverty, and much of what we would reckon 
slovenliness, and want of skill ; but the peasant- 
ry look active and comfortable. It is no pecul- 
iar prabe to Hanover, that its peasantry are no 
loilger adseriptUii glebtB, bound to live, and la- 
bour, and die where they were bom, however 
hard the conditions might be on which their fa* 
mily had originally acquired the hereditary lease, 



* Before the addition of East Friesland, which was 
ceded to Hanover at the general peace, the northern pro- 
vinces were reckoned at 464 geographical square miles, 
with a population of 680»000; the three southern pro- 
vinces at 162 miles, with a population of 345,000, exclu- 
sive of the 40,000 poor but industrious inhabitants who 
people the valleys, work the mines, and carry on the iron 
manufactories of the Han. Since the cessions made to 
Hanover at the peace, the population of the whole king- 
dom4i given in round numben at i,3SO,ooa. 
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as it may be called, of the lands ; for in ynbat 
Genmaa state has not this been rooted out? The 
conditioos under which the son is to succeed to 
his father's fam may be personafly oppnessiirey 
as well. as iin|x>litic in regard to agcicultitfe; bat 
he is no longer bound, as he fonaeily wa% tA 
sttlnnit to them. If he dislikes them, ^ wishes 
to seek a more indulgent landlord, he is at li- 
berty to pack up his little all^ aad settle himsdf 
where he ch€K>ses« It is true that a Gennan 
peasant will not readily quit the .soil wkidi his 
fathers haye laboured for ages ; he will rabmit to 
a great deal before taking this desperate step, 
winch is to him, thottgh he only lemove psthpfm 
into the next parish, as painful a separation as if 
he were an emigrant leaving his country for a 
distant comer of the globe. But the knowledge 
that such a thing can be done^ and is done^ has 
necessarily brought the proprietors to feel the ne<» 
cessity of avoiding those exactions, and of miti- 
gating the hard feudal terms of former days, 
which would be most likely to make it happen. 
Haotover depends so much on agriculture^ that 
the towns, nvioerous as they ase^ do not easkt^itk 
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abore a tenth part ci the whole population ; yet, 
in the Estates convoked in 1814, they returned 
nearly one-third of the members. There is no- 
thing popular in the mode of election ; the mem- 
ber i» diosen by the mi^stralieE^ ^id the mi^s- 
trates artt diher self-elected, or named by the 
Croim, The motst popular form I heard of is 
that of Ofisiabruck^ whose new charter gives the 
<^il^eiis some share in filling up vacancies in the 
vaafpstrticyf but ki such a round-about way, that 
it may fidrly be ^pioted as the beau ideed of indi^ 
rect electioiu The magistracy chooses sixteen 
ckioens, << good and trtie men ;" these sixteen 
choose four ; two of these four, in conjunction 
widi cHie member of tihe surviving magistracy, 
choose twelve ; tb^e twelve choose three ; out of 
these three the magistrates choose (me; tMs one 
must be confirmed by the government, and then 
takes his seat amcmg the civic authorities, the 
picked man of the three who represent the 
twelve^ who represent the three^ who represent 
the four, who represent the sixtecUj who repre- 
sent the magistracy, who represent themselves. 
Aye» this is the House th»t Jack built; yet it is 
no crazy, ruined, old fai^ioned edifice, but a 
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spick and span new bouse built in the year 
1814, ♦ 

The nearer the capital, the less beauty. On 
approaching its walls, you emerge from hill and 
dale into that wide, dreary, sandy plain^ which 
spreads itself out from the foot of the Harz, 
nearly to the shores of the East sea. Hanoirer 
makes no show in the distance ; it even looks 
more dull and gloomy than it really turns out 
to be. The population does not exceed twenty 
thousand ; but the appointment of a royal go- 
vernor has brought back some portion of prince- 
ly gaiety, and the assembling of the General 
States, drawing together many of the nolnlity 
from the different provinces, gives its streets and 
shopkeepers, for a season, additional activity. 
It is an irregular town, neither old nor new fa- 
shioned ; every thing is marked with mediocri- 
ty. The formerly Electoral palace is a huge, 
plain, uninhabited building, and that of the 
Duke of Cambridge is merely- the best house in 
the best street. The manners did not seem to 



. * Verordming, die Orgaiii«ation dea Magistrate der Sudt 
Oinabnick hptreffmd ; 3l§t October 18H« 



THX CITY;: 385. 

metoibeatdl so much Anglicised as :the}^iire 
sometimes represeiijied« Except^ the Engliidh 
uniform of the Guards, the English arms, on 
the pulblici offices, and, insom> cindba^ a later 
dinner hour than is usual in Germany, ^nothing 
reminds one > that he is in ai capital \vjiich. has sa 
long beat: subject to the King of England. Il 
is bidy within these few: years thai:^ Hanoyer. has 
come into contact with England: iin such a. way^ 
a» either toteacby or be taught any thing; the 
higher orders alone are exposed to this influ* 
ence, ai;td'any fragments of £iireign customs 
which' &ey liiay adopt will not easily spread 
Hihong' the great body of the people^ or produce 
any visible chiange on themationaL manners. The 
manners of France penetrated much more deep^ 
ly into the capitals^ wittch she occupied,, because 
f:renohnien were thrust into all the commanding 
stations c£ society-; but England ha&. hitherto 
acted toiKardt^ Hanover with/ justice ami. pro? 
priety. The Hanoyerians cannot complain.iJb^ 
the adminigtration. of their government iias been 
diverted to the profit of foieignecs.; Though 
there^ are^EtigUsh^ officers aboutLidttiigoyeEnoa:^ 
all^lhe^pnblie offices^ are* filled by>Datlv|eft^l 

VOL. I. ' B 
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. Our language ' and literature are ^turally 
much cultivated among them, but scarcely more 
so than at Dresden or ,Weimar. The theatre^ 
though a court theatre, is the only one in Ger-r 
many where I ever found recognized our con- 
stitutional privilege of making a' noise.' The 
gods of Covent Garden or Drury Lane could 
not maintain the rights of theatres with grieater 
turbulence, than their brother deities of Hano- 
ver ; but, as they assert that they have enjoyed 
the franchise ever since they had a theatre, we 
cannot claim the merit of having taught them 
this imposing expression of public sentiment* 
An opera was performed,* Gretry*s Goeur.de 
Lion ; the singing was mediocre, and the acting 
detestable; all the men were awkward, and all 
the women ugly. Great part of the pit was fill- 
ed with military officers. All over Grermany, 
it is reckoned essential to the respectability of 
the * military character, that these gentlemen 
should be able to frequent the theatre ; but, 
low as the prices are, (the pit at Hanover is only 
a shilling,) their pay is insufficient to afford this 
nightly amusement. The government, there- 
fore, keeps bade a small portion of their pay. 
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giv^s them gratis admission to the theatre, and, 
in some way or other, makes up the difference 
to the manager. Is.it more respectable to go to 
the theatre on. cbaiity, than to stay $i home?. 
If it is supposed that the dignity of the military 
character depends, in public estimation, on the 
apparent ability of the military to spend money, 
is it elevated by an arrangement which tells 
every body, that they are less able to spend 
money than their fellow-citizens ? Even a stroll- 
ing party, if there be military in the place of its 
temporary abode, generally sets apart a portion 
of its barn for the Herren Qfficierey either gra- 
tuitously, or at half price. It looks like a pri- 
vilege. ' 

. t&nover had put on all the gaiety it can as- 
sume,* for it was Easter Sunday, and Easter 
Sund^iy is a fair. The lower orders, in holiday 
finery, were swarming through the walks that 
run along the ramparts, decently dressed, de- 
cently behaved, and healthy looking people.' A 
large plaint, outside of the walls, covered with 
booths, EO tables, and other sources of Sunday 
anmsemept, w;as the gathering place. On one 
side,, a. grjeat mwy, patties of young men were 
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playing cricket in their own way* They had 

only one wickeft; the ball wa& not bowled along 

the ground} but thrown up in the air, and struck^ 

as it descended, witba4short staiB^ often with ad« 

miMUe precision and dexterity* In anodier 

part, the crowd was thronging round the csuxvita^ 

booihs,^ where cakes Mid toys, gin itnd tobacco^ 

were retailed. Though every body was very 

merry, and many very noisy, there was- neither 

quarrelling nor intoxication. Many mcn'e segiff s 

than drains were consumed* Next afternoon^ 

the whole city repakred to Herrenhausei^ a royal 

reridence in the suburbs, where the royat water-^ 

works were to spout their annual tribute to die 

Iktster festivities. The long and broad aUey, 

which' runs from the city to the gardens of HJer- 

renhausen, is: magftfficent; the gardais them^ 

selves are straight wi^s, lined with trees, and 

carpeted with turf; but the statues intended tot 

adorn th&aoi ar^ execrable^ The expectant thon^ 

sands were lounging < patiently round^i the spa^ 

cioud basin, till the arriHral of the^ governor audi 

hls^^uite should^audiorise th^ fountaia to play 

fromaU centre^ j yet^ when ft did come, they did 

tk^ eoN»'t&{ti»nk it « very fine sight It ia oi« 



a tiiflmg scale. Ilie rwindwas ^o strongs ■ that 
t>he cblmxui of water, itistead'of throwing, kself 
back on all sides in an atnple and graceful 
eurve-^the. great source (^.beauty in mth a 
fountain— was carried an^ scattered so far to 
leeward, as to drench the unsuspecting cititens 
who* had ranged .'thenKselves on that side. The 
wetted'partof -the. crowd fled in consternation; 
the dry paa*t shouted Sn malicious tciuniph' at 
thetr i own windWiird prudence ; the fountain 
fdayad on, and tlie band stimckrup ^< Gtid«Kve 
the King/' 

At the entrance of the public Walks stands the 
-monument of Leibnitz, a bust of the philoso- 
pher, on an elevated pedestal, within a small 
Ionic temple. Huge bundles of his manuscripts, 
as wdil as the armed chair in which he died, 
-reading Barda}r's Argenis, are -still preserved in 
the liinrary where he studied, or rather H^ed, 
The greater part of them are not r^ularly writ- 
ten out, but are scraps of paper of all sizes, 
^scrawled over with incoherent notes* To keep 
this chaos in order, Leibnitz made use of a sin- 
gular common-pllu^e book. It is an array of 
shelves j like a book-case, divided by v^cal 
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partitbns into a great number of small pigeon 
holes. Under each hole is a labels with the 
name of the subject to which it was appropriat- 
ed, frequently with the name of an emperor, or 
any other person whom the philosopher found 
useful as making an epoch, or important enough 
to have a division for himself. When, in the 
course of his reading, he came upon any thing 
worth noticing, he jotted it-briefly down on any 
scrap of paper that happened to be at hand^ and 
deposited it in its proper pigeon hole. One of the 
librarians assured me, with great complacency, 
that Buonaparte's expedition to Egypt w^ ori- 
ginally .an idea of Leibnitz ; for, among his mar 
nusa*ipts, a memorial addressed to Louis XFV. 
had been discovered, in which the philosopher 
represents it as a great and good work to deliver 
from Oriental barbarism the country whidi had 
been the mother of all arts and sciences, and the 
ease with which its liberation might be effected 
by the Most Christian King, i 

The .library itself is small; the government 
justly thinks that it does enough in supporting 
the library of Giittiogen ; but there are some in- 
teresting typographical rarities. A copy of 
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Tolly's Offices, of 1465, very beautifully and re- 
gularly printed on veUiim, , bears testimony to 
the mystery, in which th^ art was at first involv- 
ed ; for the printer, alter setting down his name, 
j" Fust," (Faust,) and the year, at the end of the 
book, adds, that it was executed nee penna, nee 
€Brea penna, sed qtuxdam arte. That early pro- 
duction.of the graphic art, the BMium Patipe- 
rtinh is. a misnomer ; for it ik no Bible at all, pro- 
perly, speaking,, and could be of no use to the 
poor, except as a picture-book to amuse their 
children, for the text is Latin. It is a series of 
wooden cuts, representing the principal events; of 
the sacred writings. The cuts occupy the up- 
per half of every page ; below is the explanation, 
in rude rhymed Latin verses. In the cut which 
represents our first parents after their expulsion 
from Paradise, Adam is busily delving, and Eve 
sits beside him, spinning, with little Cain upon 
her knee : 

i 
When Adam delved, and Eve span. 

Where was then the gentleman ? 

The superbly illuminated missal is said to 
have been a present from Charles V. to our 



Henry VIIL; if so, it lixi^t have Mdergone 
«trfliige Tidssitiides. A notification in \]^glish^ 
ifigRed by a Mr Wade, is^ affixed to it, /which 
0t0t»8, ithat he "firist saw th^ mamisoript in the 
possession ^f a. private gentleman in France, 
idx>ttt the beginning of the last century. The 
proprietor shewed it. to him, but would notal* 
low him to touch it; nay, he himself turned 
over the leaves only with a pair of silver tpngs, 
and, observing Mr Wade smile, remarked with 
some warmth, that it was thus his ancestors had 
so long preserved the mntchless manuscript in 
its present splendour. On the xleath of this 
gentleman, Mr Wade purchased it frdm his exe- 
cutors ; from him it came into the possession of 
our royal family, who depositsed it, along with 
the silver tongsi in the library of Hanover. 

The gardens and villa of the late Count Wal-^ 
moden^are now royal property; but the collec- 
tion of pictures has been dispersed. Those thf^ 
remain give no good idea of the artists whose 
names they bear. The Madonna and Child, 
said to be by Raphael, the Dying Monk, as- 
cribed to Tintoretto, and the Pope adoring the 
Virgin, baptused as a Guido, have fiotKing 4n 
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them, tb be sure, inconsistent wttli the earlier 
style, and more careless «fforti» of these masierfir; 
but neither' do tliey give the slightet^t idea- of 
what these masters could do, and would not at- 
tract notice were it not for the names. • Chri£»t 
parting-'from the Disciples at Emmaus isp a de- 
sign of Annibal Caraoci,' full of the simplicity, 
.digni^, and boldness, in wiiich that painter fol- 
lowed so close on-Fva Bartolomieb. Few pic- 
tures of Rubens exhibit the provoking inequali- 
ties of his genius sb strongly as one which re- 
presents the Magdalene, backed by a host' of 
Saints. She is kneeling, in tears, before the 
Virgin and Child. The colouring is in many 
points in his very highest style ; the figures are 
• in his very worst, not oiily homely, but absolute- 
ly vulgar and unpleasant. The Saints, above 
all St Francis, with their hard-favoured coun- 
tenances, totally devoid of interesting and poe*^ 
tical expression, look like so many jail-birds; 
The Magdalene is just one of those gross masses 
of human flesh which he has so often painted ; 
it is well that her hands are folded upon her 
breast, so as partly to cover it ; for, from what 
is visible, if displayed in full volume, it woidd 
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have been frightfuL The Madonna, too, is a 
homely housewife, beautifully painted ; but the 
Holy Infant itself, in form, expression, and 
adoarii^ is delicious, — ^all graces animation, 
and softness. 

The Hanoverians (if a passing visitor be en- 
titled to form an (pinion) are a most sober- 
minded, plodding, easily contented people. Like 
all their brethren of the north of Germany, with- 
out possessing less kindness of heart, they have 
much less joviality, less of the good^fisUoWy thaai 
the Austrians, and are not so genial and extra- 
vagant, even in tlieir amusements, as the Bava- 
rian or Wirtemburger. Though quite as indus^ 
trious as the Saxons, they are neither so lively, 
nor so apt Their neighbours of CassreLand 
Brunswick have the reputation of being -some«i- 
what choleric ; but to this charge the Hanove- 
rian is in no degree liable ; there is mor^ danger 
of his becoming a drudge, than of his growing 
impatient. Endowed neither with great acute- 
ness of perception nor quickness of feeling, it is 
long before he can be brought tocooiprehend 
ihe beariiigs of what is new to him, and it i^ dif^ 
ficult to rouse him to ardour in its pursuit. If 
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it become advisable that he should set himself 
free from old usages, which are, in fact, his 
strongest affections, great slowness and great 
patience' are necessary to untie the cords with 
which he is bound. Though every other per- 
son should see that they are rotten, and that the 
man has only to shake himself to get rid of them, 
he will not move a limb before every knot has 
been regularly undone. He possesses, in a high 
degree, the capacity of holding on in any given 
line of motion, however monotonous and incon-' 
venient, and is the last man in Europe who will 
start out of his way to chase butterflies. If this 
confined inactivity of character renders him, in 
some respects, a less pleasing companion, it saves 
him likewise from many vices and many extra- 
vagances. If he be somewhat dull, he is ho- 
nest and affectionate; if his views be very limit- 
ed, his hands are unwearied. . He is much too 
sober minded either to sink into frivolity, or rise 
to enthusiasm ; he betrays little eagerness for 
information, for he sees little use to which he 
could apply it; he trusts his own understand- 
ing with the extremest caution, for he is little 
accustomed to ratiocination. Gottingen is said 
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to haTe had a most beneficial influence on the 
culture of the nobility, and the higher ranks of 
the citiaens; nor was it to be supposed, that^ 
rwhi]e the university was * scattering abroad so 
4ttuch good seed over the other states of Ger* 
many, it would, find thorny ground only in its 
native country. 

Though a strong fi;eling of attachment to his 
hereditary prince is common to every German, 
in none is it more deeply rooted than in the 
Hanoverian. ^It is the most inveterate ofr.his 
habits, from which it would give him infinite 
pain to tear himself loose. It is nbt an opinion, 
for. he seldom thinks, and never aargUes about 
what monarchs ought to be ; though it may be 
affected by the personal qualities of the ruler, it 
exists independent of them ; the most splendid 
could scarcely rouse him to enthusiasm^ and 
the most degrading must descend Very low, in^ 
deed, in abasement, before they . could mislead 
him into hatred or contempt. Even the long 
absence of their native princes has, in no de- 
gree, diminished their affection towards them ; 
their- love of the Guelphs has, in this respect, 
survived trials which fidelity to a mistress would 
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hardly have withstood. Nor is it undieoeryed 
Among its owD people, who are the best judges, 
and even among the writers of the liberal party^ 
who would not willingly acknowledge it if it 
were not tnie^ the House of HaiK>yer ei^oys the 
reputation of having always governed with an 
honest regard to the welfiure of its subjects, and 
the rights of the estates, such as they were* .k 
has neither rendered Itself hateful by niggardU- 
ness and private oppression, nor burdensome by 
ex.travagance ; the liberality. of its conduct has 
maintained the honour of the country; among its 
neighbours, and, at the Congress of Vienna, 
Hanover alone fought the battle for the politic 
cat amelioration of Germany. If Napoleon 
wished to win on the good will of his German 
provinces, and found Ins domination on some- 
thing more respectable and secure than mere 
brute force, why did he so indiistriously insult 
their feelings, and irritate their prejudices? In 
Hanover, above all, the partition of the Electo- 
rate, to throw part of it into the kingdom of 
Westphalia, was a deadly sin against the na- 
tional pride of the people, for which, in their, es- 
dmation^ no anathemas against aiistocratic ex- 
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emptions could atone. The return of their na* 
tive sovereign was, to them, the re-creation of 
their country, which Napoleon had blotted out 
from among the states of Germany. When I 
was in Hanover, the report had already spread 
that his Majesty intended to take that journey to 
his German dominions which he soon after- 
wards performed. The people were manifestly 
looking forward to the event, not with the im- 
patience of a Parisian crowd to see fine sights, 
for no people could be less at home in such 
scenes of parade tlian the Hanoverians, but with 
the hearty anxiety of one who longs to meet an 
old friend. In the simplicity of their hearts, 
they had taken it into their heads, that the King 
was coming to put to rights any little public 
matters which they had some indistinct notion 
were not as they ought to be. They were quite 
sure, they said, that if they sometimes had to 
pay more money than they could well afford, 
only^the great folks at Hanover were to blame 
for it ; nor had they any sort of doubt^ but 
that his Majesty would look into every thing 
with his own eyes, and right what required 
righting with his own hands. This feeling is 
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universal ; the government is popular; even the 
liberal pamphleteers allow that Hanover has no 
reason to envy any other German state. > 

The estates of the kingdom were not assem- 
1)led ; and, even if they had . been sitting, they 
admit no witnesses of their deliberations. There 
is a large dining-room, with three or four rows 
of chairs arranged amphitheatrically in front of 
a throne from which the governor delivers his 
speeches, and a couple of handsome parlours for 
the two houses. The apartment of the first 
chamber is, the largest and best adorned, for it 
was prepared for the whole estates, before their 
separation into two houses. When that separa- 
tion took place, the peers reserved, it to them- 
selves, and sent the commons up stairs to the 
drawing-room. It is even surrounded with a 
gaUery, fitted up for the spectators in those days 
of good intentions, but which has never been 
used. The members have fewer legislative con- 
veniences tlian with us. • There are no continu- 
ous benches along which a noble lord may doze 
over the. state of Europe-^no gallery where an 
honourable member may dream a reply to a 
drowsy oration-ruo smoking room where be may 
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digest the argument without having beard the 
apee^es* The members are ranged behind each 
other on snnple Chan's, like the company at a 
iSkotcfa funeral, and much less luxuriously than 
in the pit of maitiy an Italian theatre. Whe6 
^e h6use divides, they repair into an adj<nnihg 
room, where they find pen and ink, and a nuni- 
ber of small square pieces of paper, oh which 
the Aye or No is to be written ; if the morsels 
b^ exhausted, there are scissars to cut new ones. 
The array of scissars is magnificent ; h^f a do- 
zen pairs, long, sharp, and glittering, adorn the 
table of each house, instead of a sceptre. One 
of their regulations might be advantageously 
transferred to various other assemblies, viz. that 
when a member appears to be wearying out the 
house by speaking at too great length, the pre- 
sident shall put him in mind, doss er sick hurz 
/me, that « brevity is the soul of wit" 

Both chambers are elective, for even the first 
consists only of deputies chosen by the nobility 
of the different provinces^ with the exception of 
a few members who sit in virtue of their rank as 
titular dignified clergy, that is, as possessing 
^hatwas once church property. The chamber 
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^f the arfstocracy ought rather to be called the 
diamber of freeholders, for it is, in faict^ the re*- 
presetitation of the knded interest, as dytin^^ 
guished from the population and manufacturfatg 
interest of the towns* Though every person' who 
lias a patent of nobility, and a EiUergut, or estate 
iioble, has* a right 4x> vote, the ibrmer i$ not es** 
-siBtititil to the franchise. ^ It has long been con- 
suetudinary law in Hanover, diat every proprie^ 
tor of a Rittergut, that is, every fre^faoldeits 
though he should not have the honoui's and pri- 
vileges of nobility in his person, is Lamttaggfa' 
kig^ entitled, that is, to appear personally iii th^ 
esSEi^s, while that form of assembly prev^iiled, 
and now to vote in die election of the deputies 
who represent his province. In some parts o^ 
the kingdosn, a great quantity of allodial property 
has sprung up. It is chiefly found iii what are 
called the MiXtsMamdm, fonnerly molasses, 
stretching along the banks of the Wes<6r aifild the 
Elbe, where inundations had deposited Ihe ru- 
diments of a fifrtile soil, unclaimed either by the 
Cfown or the feudal nobility while it remained 
iti its <Hriginal barrenftess" — drained of ks waters^ 
and defended against the slretfm,^ by a peastotry 
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that settled among its insalubrious damps from 
the same love of security which created the fields 
of Holland, and founded a city of princes on the 
waves of the Adriatic — gradually brought, by 
the industry of centuries, to be the most fertUe 
district of the kingdom, and now swarming with 
an affluent and independent rustic population. 
All these proprietors have not only been admit- 
ted to. the elective franchise, but, instead of be* 
Hig thrown in with the noble proprietors around 
than, they elect their own members. 

The chambers are very doubtful about the 
extent of their powers. It is certain that they 
caii do nothing without the consent of the exeeur 
live, in other words, that the veto of the crown 
is absolute, but it is much less certain whether 
the crown is bound to yield when the chambers 
declare .against it. Some proprietors of estates 
not noble, petitioned the House to be admitted 
to the represeiitation ; the House surely mistook 
its di^ity.'in Voting, that this was not a matter fit 
for deliberation before them, but appertained 
solely to the executive. The government, how- 
ever, is allowed, on all hands, to have acted with 
a sincere wish to do good. In an edict organiz- 



THE .(K^YERNMENT. 403 

ing the militia, it prohibited any aarviceabie 
male from fixing his domicil in a foreign coun- 
try, without its permission 5 the Comimons imme- 
diately found fault with this, as being contrary 
to the liberty of the subject, and the natural right 
of every man to live where he chooses ; and the 
ministry yielded the point. It firmly refused to 
re-establish the nobility in the old exemptions 
from taxation. and military service, which Napo- 
leon had first shaken. The nobility made an ob- 
stinate struggle to retain their exemption frcMU 
the land-tax, but in vain, though the majority in 
the estates belonged to their own class ; for there 
were many of them to whom the frdii^ns of the 
court were more formidable than the pressure of 
a tax. Resisting, likewise, their claims to mo-^ 
nopoHze all the lucrative and influential offices 
of the state, the government has employed com- 
moners of . talent, wherever it could find them, 
both in the civil administration and in the army. 
There is no German court where ability and ho- 
nestyi to whatever rank they may belong, are al- 
lowed fairer play. 

The' most imprudent thing which the Estates 
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have done wis wrapping, iipthmripisoceedifl^ 
ia wath impenetrable secrecy. By a minority of 
tiro TOtes, . they exduded the public ^finom be^ 
present, at their deliberations*. Then, althoc^h 
they ordered an epitome of their, joomals, con- 
taining inqportant reports made by committees, 
propositions nibmitted to the Chamber, and ks 
final decisions upon them, to be regularly print* 
ed» this compend was intended only for the mem* 
bersr themselvies, and iwas anxiously kept back 
from indisoriminate publication. The isonse-* 
^ence is, that the great body of the citizens 
take no interest in proceedings of iffitieh they 
know nothing. The leading men of the ministry^ 
and the Governor himself,, are beUeyedto be.fii-^ 
vQurable to puhUdty; and the example of .Wei* 
ittar 'Shows, that, even under a much more popu^ 
kr system of srepvesentation than is yet establish* 
iA in Hanover, d^uties may ^ling' to secreigr) 
while the t government recommends publicity^ 
PrblirasoT Luden of Jena, who is himself a Ha- 
ne^verian by birth, published, in 1817, a hiatovy 
and review of the proceedings of the Estates, 
£rdm their first meeting after the expulsion of 
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the Frerichi down to that y^ar *.- It is a sensible^ 
and, in na point of. viewj a reprehensible book': 
though it spmetlmes< questions the propriety of 
the decisions of the Estates, both they and. the 
government are treated^ hot' only with respect, 
but with eulogy;. Yet it seems to have been pro- 
scribed, on* no other' imaginable ground^ dual 
becausedt discusses the discussioiis of the Chani-^ 
ber. At leai^ no bookseller in Hanover would 
say that he had it; and I procured it only by th^ 
politeness of a Privy Councillor who allowed ta6 . 
to make use of his name. Thus there seems to 
be a possibility of suppressing, without incur- 
ring the odium of prohibiting. 

It has long been a popular belief in England 
that Hanover is mischievcms to us ; that it is a 
trifling patrimonial appendage of our monarchs 
which draws us unnecessarily into expensive 
continental quarrels. However, to use a com- 
mon phrase, there is no love lost between us and 
the Hanoverians. They are in no degree flat- 
tered by their king wearing the crown of Eng- 
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landi if it gives their cabinet political weight, 
they feel that they shine in borrowed light. 
The well-educated classes laugh at the English- 
man who retails the assertion, that Hanover does 
Britain mischief: " It is we," say they, " who 
" suffer; When the King of Hanover is offend- 
<^ ed, the King of England is not bound to re- 
<< sent his injuries; but when the King of Eng- 
<^ land gets into a continental quarrel, Hanover, 
^< with no earthly interest in the dispute, is the 
" first victim of the rupture," 
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